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THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON PLAN 
VINDICATED. 


BY W. H, VAN DOREN, D.D. 


HE deliberate sanction of the church of Christ around 
the world has been given to this series, That is, so 
far as Protestant Christianity can do it. Excluding 
Romaniasta, a very small portion of Ohristendom is ex- 
cepted. When a single person condemns such marvellous 
unanimity of decision, there ought te be good reasons 
given. Those assigned by a late writer for calling in 
question the wisdem of the friends of Sunday-schools in 
our own land are very unsound, in our humble judg- 
ment. 

The first is, that Protestantism—adias Bibleism—“ leads 
to diversity.” What, then, must be done with the deci- 
sion of the Holy Ghost? The church of Christ always 
has been, and ever will be known as having “ one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism.” What will be done with the glo- 
rious testimony of the churches in every land represented 
by the World’s Evangelical Alliance? They have proved 
practically as well as logically that all evangelical Chris- 
tians can meet, and in spirit and work commune together. 
What must we think of the judgment of a single person, 
when the church confiding the selection of lessons to such 
men as Drs. John Hall, John H. Vincent, Richard 
Newton, and J Munro Gibson, Messrs. P. G.G-llett, A. G. 
Tyng, B. F. Jacobs, and others, is condemned? If these 
men, whose wisdom, learning, piety, and self-sacrifices in 
behalf of the millions of our dear children, do not hon- 
estly represent the Christian church in America and 
Great Britain, in the name of candor, where can we fiad 
them? Shall we go to the progressive Liberal minds, 
who dread Christian union as “ monotonous and des- 
potic” ? 

“ Monotony” is another objection to the International 
series. The writer might as well attempt to ridicule all 
Christians throughout the world, uniting in breathing 
the same air, working by the same sweet sunlight 
daily sustaining life by food, and nightly refreshing 
parents and children by the same kind of rest in sleep 
We once read of certain revival«, in an old volume,—of 
Pentecostal “tongues of fire,” of thousands turning 
from sin to holiness,—and impliedly of the entire myr- 
iads of the angels of God sweeping their harps of gold, 
in the same high and holy song over repentant sinners. 

We would most respectfully inquireif any minister of 
Christ has discovered any new doctrines, or has made 
any “ progressive” steps beyond the simple truth of which 
these souls, thus rej siced over, were converted to Christ? 
I am well aware that the depravity of the heart, the 
helplessness of the sinner, and salvation of faith are in- 
tensely monotonous to some minds. Bat we rather be- 
lieve that thus far, neither any improvement in them 
has been made, and we gravely doubt whether there ever 
will be—at least the history of the church of Christ for 





eighteen centuries, gives not a solitary syllable or hint 
of any such “ progressives.” 

It isa gratuitous assertion for which we have not a 
shadow of proof, that the real friends of children “ chafe 
under a despotic monotony!’ Weare well aware that a 
certain class agree with Bruno Bauer in disrelishing the 
“dark shadow of the Hebrew God” in the Old Testa- 
ment history ; also that some professing to be evangelical 
deny the inspiration of the four books of Kings and 
Chronicles, But we hold that the history of redemption 
gleams through the entire Old as well as the New Testa- 


> | ment. 


Further, we deny that the various preachers of Christ’s 
church, holding “ one Lord, one faith, one baptism,” de- 
serve the opprobious epithet of “ bigoted schools,” even 
though they are denominational. We deny that the In- 
ternational series was adopted by the church to make 
money for printing houses. We deny that the fact “ that 
millions of Christians, who almost alone sustain the great 
work of Bible, tract, missionary, Sunday-school, educa- 
tion, sustentation, freedmen, and all self-sacrificing in- 
terests, presenting one grand front, heart with heart, 
hand in hand, is of no practical benefit.” We pi'y the 
mind that can rise to a survey of this world-wide union 
among God’s people, bearing many banners and of many 
varying creeds, all worshiping one adorable Redeemer, 
and all leading their loved ones as lambs to the one fold 
of the Divine Shepherd, and then coldly ask, Owi bono? 
What's the use? 

San Francisco, Cal, 





ANOTHER WORD FOR THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL LESSONS. 


BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


I SHOULD like to write a few words on the advantages 
of the International lessons which are now so gener- 
ally used. 

First, I have found it a wonderful help when in 
gathering the children together in a country place for a 
Sunday-school, that I could meet so many objections by 
a reference to these uniform lessons. My good neighbor, 
M. L, said: 

“ Wa’al now, you see, I was brought up, you may say, 
on the shorter catechism, and my young ones shan’t go 
to any Episcopal Sunday-school.” 

“Bat,” I urged, “I am to teach the lesson that the 
First Presbyterian Church at ——— teach.” 

“Oh, you don’t say; well you may as well have the 
children if they want to go, they can say the catechism 
Saturday nights.” 

The next family is of the Methodist persuasion, but I 
am armed with so many well-known Methodist names 
that teach the very lesson I am studying, that there is 
no hesitation there, A Roman Catholic family lives 
within a mile or so; the boys are bright, wide-awake 
chaps, anxious to come to my parlor class, if only father 
can be persuaded to give his consent. We are told to be 
wise as serpents, and so I take with me a little packet of 
maps and a bright chromo of Cardinal McC oskey, 
which I give to the younger boy, and chat awhile about 
the reverend gentleman, telling the children some anec- 
dotes about cardinals (having brushed up fur the occ» 
sion), and then show them my maps, explaining to the 
father, that, as the boys have no time for schooling 
through the week, I thought perhaps he might like them 
to study a little Sunday afternoons—they will learn quite 
a little geography and history.” 

“Why, you see, I’m a Roman Catholic, while you be 
a Protestant,” 

“Yes,” I reply, “but a wise Roman Catholic will not 
keep his boys in ignorance of the Old Testament history, 
which we shall begin to study in a few Sundays. I am 
not going to teach special church doctrines, only mean 
to try to get your boys to love to study the Bible.” That 
last had to be said, though I supposed my visit had 





failed as no promise was given; still, the boys asked to 
keep the maps, It ended in the younger boy and a girl 
being allowed to come regularly; the older one being 
just at the age when he was to be confirmed was out of 
my reach, but the two younger have their Bibles, and 
study faithfully—all through the helps and appliances 
the International lessons have given me. 

Then, when the children came, if I had been left to 
myself, I should have been appalled by the ignorance of 
most of them, and the stupidity of some, contrasted with 
the esger way others studied, and so puzzled how to 
choose a lesson suited to all, besides being unable with 
my limited time to prepare it.when chosen, that the 
school would have had to be given up. Instead of that, 
there was the International lesson; the subject, Blind 
Bartimeus, and how it suited all ages and intellects! 
how the little ones enjoyed the story part! What an 
inspiration the golden text was—“ Open thou mine eyes!” 
Blind and ignorant as to the right way of leading these 
children ; what a comfort it was in that first «ffort, to 
be at once reminded who could shine in on those dark- 
ened minds. 

And has he not done it? The children were for nearly 
a year taught in one class, girls that could study, little 
ones, and a few big hard-worked boys and girls who had 
had no time to learn to read. B'g and little they knew 
nothing of Bible history, but now every scholar knows 
well each Bible hero from Joshua to Samuel, while 
not one of them, having studied through the Gospel of 
St. John, can be ignorant of the whole plan of salvation. 
Bat the chief point is that it is the gospel every Sunday ; 
for if we know how to find it, the cross is held up all 
through the Bible, but so many teachers have not the 
ability to find these hidden truths unaided, or they have 
not the time, and if left to their own choice they would 
follow their natural bent, wearying the children by 
dwelling on special parts of the Bible. I used to think 
that changing from the Old Testament to the New, and 
vice versa, was @ very bad plan, but in reality the chil- 
dren take up the new portion with eagerness and enjoy 
finding connections between the lessons of the last quar- 
ter and the ones we are now studying. How quickly, as 
we speak of Peter’s courage in charging the Jews’ sin 
home to them, some little fellow exclaims, “Just like 
Samuel when he warn’t afraid to tell Saul he had 
sinned ;” another quotes David’s courageous words, “I 
come fo thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts,” while a 
sweet, thoughtful girl says timidly, “Yes, there is no 
other name.” Ah, these lessons are so precious. To be 
sure, they can be made filters for bigotry, for if you have 
bigoted teachers they wil/ bring in their bigotry—change 
the teachers, not the lessons. 

To show how the use of the same lesson in diffsrent 
lands may keep strangers in our midst in the right path, 
let me give an experience of my own. A young girl had 
come out from Eogland with her family. She happened 
into the Sunday-school one afternoon, and asking if she 
had a Bible I was shown a good reference one, which 
‘had been presented to——bsy——-on leaving the L—k 
Wesleyan Sanday-school, for the United Siates.” I 
thought at once how some other teacher bad prayed for 
this young girl, and I urged her to come regularly. She 
ea'd, “ Well, it’s sod ff:rent here. I used never to miss 
a Sunday in England, but I work hard all the week, and 
somehow we hke a bit of fun on Sunday.” 


An inspiration came to me. “ Annie, wouldn’t you 
I'ke to study in your old Sunday-school again? The 
girl's face flushed, and her eyes grew moist. 

‘Indeed I wish I could.” 

“Well dear, I think we study just the very same verses 
of the Bible that Mr.—— (the name in her Bible) is 
teaching. I'll write and asked him, and you can at least 
try to be regular till he sends me word.” 

After a few weeks the answer came, Though we are 
strangers, we are one in Ohrist, and the supcrintendent 
writes a letter full of cheering words as to the progress 
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the International lessons are gaining in the land which is 
mother country to so many of our scholars, Need I add 
that that girl is a faithful attendant each Sunday, feeling 
that she is still a student with the dear old school in the 
far away village of L. 

There is another reason why these lessons are so ad- 
mirable. A person may be never so earnest a Christian, 
and full of spiritual experience, but to teach the same 
scholars Sunday after Sunday, he must have a clear 
knowledge of the book he is teaching. You say : Study 
avy lesson faithfully. Very well—if one has the time; 
but what chance has a clerk, busy from seven or eight in 
the morning till nine at night ; or, a better illustration, 
because “ woman’s work is never done’”—What chance 
has a mother of three or four little children, if the ser- 
vant leaves her, to study her lesson faithfully? Or, per- 
haps it is a young person with very limited means, who 
could not buy first one book and then another. Now see 
how the uniform lesson helps such persons, They take 
the lesson on Monday morning, and carry it with them 
through their busy day, trying how it will aid them to 
be better Christians. Tuesday morning they can spare 
a moment to read a few verses, and instead of hunting 
for a chapter bearing on the lesson, and half the time 
not finding anything appropriate, they have a readivg 
marked for them to think of through the day. So the 
weck goeson. It may be, as has sometimes been the 
case, that the golden text seems the chief lesson, and as 
the worries and trialg of the week azsail them, ‘“ God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” 
is exemplified in their own experience, or, “ His name, 
through faith in bis name hath made this man strong,” 
rings in their ears day by day, and they are led to see, 
as never before, not only that our sins are forgiven if we 
have faith, but that we are made able to waik firmly; 
made strong, just as we have faith, Then on Saturday, 
or even on Sunday morning, they can gather up the 
carefully culled commentaries on the verses, trace the 
connection with the last lesson, have it clearly outlined 
for them by Dr, Ormiston, and even if one happens to 
be very slow of speech, with little ones, he can study 
Faith Latimer by heart, as I know one to have done a 
year ago. There is so much said about depending too 
much on helps, and it is needed, yet it is only one side 
of the question, and may discourage others as it used to 
me. I want to say, for the sake of some new beginner 
in Sunday-school work, Don’t be afraid to use some one 
else’s ideas, when they are good, only sandwich them 
between earnest prayers, and give them the seasoning of 
a warm, loving heart,—in time you will learn to study 
without Dr, Ormiston even, and will only read the dear 
Doctor over to see if you agree with him! 

There was a little hit as to nauseous acrostica awhile 
ago, which I partly agree with. I think acrostics are 
excellent at times, but after a very solemn, spiritual les- 
son I think guessing out an acrostic is out of place, still 
they are only given for us to choose if we have nothing 
better; there are many ways of illustrating the leason 
which sre used instead of blackboard exercises. Sup- 
pose one had the means, how nicely the lesson on Chris- 
tian fellowship could have been impressed on the chil- 
dren’s mind, by a present to each of a pretty protograph 
showing some one exercising it. The three children 
singing, “ We praise thee, O Lord,” or some little home 
scene, I am sure all do not use the blackboard at every 
lesson, and when they do, they are not bound to make 
acrostics, 

I believe, moreover, that the Bible be studied just as 
we study geography or history, rather as we shou/d study 
those, with prayer to God to give us wisdom. Surely no 
minister is considered qualified for ordination till he has 
studied the Bible thoroughly, not only as to its spiritual 
meaning, but historically, geographically, as to its chron- 
ology, etc., and this study is most important when it is, 
as with many in our country schools, the only means 
they have of study. 

Let us keep on steadily with this united study of the 
Bible until we have been once through the sacred col- 
umn, and then the scholars will have grown into teach- 
ers, and they will know by experience how a unifctrm 
lesson can be taught in multiform ways. We need n> 
entire change; for the International lessons as taught 
from week to week, at least in THe SunpAay ScHOOL 
Times, are continually putting country teachers and 
backward students up to something new. Wait till this 
scheme has been tried in every school, and then pick 
out a few of the best schools and let them try what they 
think a better scheme, 

Another advantage which I must name is that schol- 
ars or teachers who are away on a visit, or on business, 
can always find a school in which to recite, or to teach the 
lesson, This.has kept at least one young man faithful to 


his Sunday-school work. He is a “‘drummer,” and thought 
he would have to give up Sanday-school work, but find- 
ing the same lesson taught almost everywhere, he is a 
floating teacher, ready wherever Sunday finds him to 
sow the seed, or to put in the sickle, 

Rochelle Park, N. J. 


THE UBIQUITOUS FAMILY. 
BY THE REV. EDWIN B, BAFFENSPERGER. 


LESSED are the objects and the employments of 
the Sabbath-echool. Its salutary and multiform ad- 
vantages are universally conceded. No apology is neces- 
sary on the part of any honest workers who desire to 
promote its ends. The field is open. The harvest is 
ripe. The world is wasting for the reapers. 

“The society that takes care of the children,” is un- 
doubtedly the most popular institution of the day, and 
it will become yet more so. Those who are laboring for 
the evangelization of the world place great reliance on 
this arm of the service. It has enlisted the best intellect 
of the nation. In all the institutes, conventions, associ- 
ations, unions, or congresses, there is no place for vision- 
ary schemes, This means of grace for training the com- 
ing millions is not to be handled by impracticable 
theorists. The Sabbath-school ark is under the super- 
vision of chosen men of God who estimate fully the 
blessir g that is in it, as well as the curse that attends its 
neglect. It is the honest conviction of all Christendom 
that no church can or ovght to prosper that ignores or 
undervalues the instructions of the Sabbath-school. 

An institution so popular and attractive, and having 
in its service so many and such influential workers, will, 
of course, be subjected to various experiences among 
outsiders, and even insiders of limited piety. It is a 
conceded fact that thousands of parents are annually 
drawn to Obrist by the attractions of the Sabbath-school. 
The children first, the parents afterward. The student 
of human nature knows just how the thing works. 
Every wise superintendent or teacher will plan no less 
for the spiritual good of the parents than of the scholars. 
So much for the inside, or subjective view of the Sab- 
bath-school. 

Bat lock at its effect upon the world! Here is a vast 
subject. The phases of human nature brought to mind 
by Sabbath-school work are very interesting. While 
this institution is popular among its friends, it is no less 
so among those whom it strives to enlist. The humors 
of the people in respect to this blessed instrumentality 
are as good as a comic almanac. In some neighborhoods 
it is marvellous to note the effect produced by Sabbath- 
school competition. The very fact that we are sought 
after invests us with importance in our own eyes! The 
sexton’s wife who paid her first visit to the church just 
as the people were kneeling down to pray, mistook the 
act as a token of high respect to herself and graciously 
asked the congregation to be seated! This was true 
magnanimity on her part. But how many poor families, 
with “quivers” full of children, have become exalted in 
their own esteem when they have been visited by repre- 
sentatives of different Sabbath-schools in quest of 
scholars ! 

I have known parents who are so anxious to keep in 
the good graces of all the schools that they distributed 
their children, giving one to each, and seemed to feel 
sorry that they had not enough to reach all round! By 
so doing, they merited the designation at the head of 
this article—‘‘ The ubiquitous family.” 

The prospect of a Christmas festival, or a summer 
pic-nic has a wonderful effect on the Sabbath-school in 
certain parts of our land, Just before these notable 
days in the calendar, the schools are large. Just after, 
they are small. Why? Occasionally you find an unso- 
phisticated member of the family who, when asked, 
“Why don’t you all attend the same school?” replies, 
“ Why then we couldn’t get near so many candies, cakes, 
fcards, and books, or go to so many festivals and pic- 
nics !” 


Some years ago there dwelt in a Western city a poor 
family. It numbered nearly a dozen children besides 
the two parents, who were members of different churches. 
Strange to say, while all these attended church and 
school, not two attended the same! It was a mysterious 
household, and perplexed all the pastors and teachers 
engaged on its behalf. Finally, the pastor of the church 
to which the good man of the house belonged, called on 
him and engaged him in a free conversation on the state 
of religion in that family. His object in so doing was to 
convince him of the folly of hoping for good reaults from 
such a method of training, and he did what he could to 
impress upon his mind the necessity of attending one 





church or one school, But all his reasoning had no 


effect. At last, in despair, he asked the old man to give 
him the real, honest reasor, for his strange management. 
He did so, and this is it: ‘‘The fact is, Parson, I have 
bought a heavy line of groceries, and I want to make my 
store aa popular as possible, and so I send Mary to the 
Presbyterian schoo), John to the Baptist, Peter to the 
Episcopal, Julia to the Methodist, Samuel to the Disci- 
pler, Jane to the Lutheran, and George to the Reformed, 
while the old woman goes to the Catholic, and I stick to 
you.” 

Upon learning that the old schemer had no intention 
of abandoning his past habit, and that he evidently re- 
garded the Sabbath-echool and church only as grand 
advertising mediumr, and possessed neither intellect nor 
piety enough to comprehend the damning nature of his 
policy, the pastor, in cold irony, advised him to pin on 
the back of each member of his family, the next Sab- 
bath, a copy of his handbill, telling all these schools 
and churches just where the best bargains could be had! 


THE WELLS'S ISLAND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“PARLIAMENT.” 


BY THE REV. F. H. MARLING, 


HAT wonderful folks these Sunday-school workers 
are for “ goin’ to meetin’ !”” Summer and winter, 
indoors and out of doors, they are bound to keep at it, 
singing, talkirg, praying, eating and driuking, and 
“having a good time generally.” Conventions, insti- 
tutes, and normal-classez, for the state, the county, the 
township, the city, or the parish, claim the fall, winter, 
and spring, in bewildering multiplication. And now, 
even the midsummer torrid vacation is seized upon by 
these never-ceasing “exhausters,” and picnic-camp- 
meeting conventions must be held on the lakeside, sea- 
shore, and islands ! 

Of course, Vincent led the way, at Chautauqua, in 1874, 
But next year he had many followers, from east to west ; 
and this year, still more. The present writer dares not 
attempt even to enumerate all these camping parties; 
but, as an Anglo-Oanadian residing in the United States, 
he msy be allowed to call special attention to one of them 
which will be held on the boundary river St. Lawrence, 
and which extends the hand of cordial invitation to the 
dwellers on either shore, under the stars and stripes, 
or under the union Jack. 

The place of meeting is Wells’s Island, about thirty 
miles east of Lake Oatario. The island lies in American 
waters, and contains about 10,000 acres of rocky, wooded 
land. At the western end, the Episcopal Methodists 
have a camp-meating ground of 1,000 acres. President 
E. O. Haven, of Syracuse, being at the head of the asso- 
ciation controlling the property. At the eastern end, 
the American Presbyterians are purchasing grounds of 
similar extent, as a cool and quiet resort for families and 
a place for various summer-meetings. The situation of 
the island enables it to command an international con- 
stituency, access being constant and easy from either 
Oanada or New York State. The Thousand Isles, to 
which it belongs, are known to all travelers for their 
surpassing beauty. 

Such is the place to which Sunday school people from 
all quarters are invited, from Tuesday the 18th to Wed- 
nesday the 26th, of July. Rav. W. F. Orafts, of New 
Bedford, Mass., is the conductor (the “Speaker ’’?) of the 
“ Parliament,” and at once reveals his tact and ingenuity 
as a craftsman by his choice of that venerable British 
title for the two-nation pow-wow. Mrs. Crafts takes 
charge of the Little Folks Department, which being 
said, enough is said to give assurance of thorough effeo- 
tiveness there. P. P. Bliss leads the singing. Leading 
Sunday-school men from Boston, New York, Toronto, 
and other places on both sides of the lines are secured 
for the various services,—such as Bishop Wiley, Dra. 
Pierce, Latimer, Parsons, Pentecost, Newton, Oastle, 
O Meara, Abbott, Payne, Calkins, and Messrs, Munro, 
Potts, Hughes, Gracey, Morton, Hazard, Ferris, Van 
Lennep, and Hurlbut. The eight days will be divided 
into one each for “ Opening,” “ Hard questions,” “ Child- 
hood,” “ Machinery,” “ Sunday,” “Spiritual work,” and 
“ Bible days, 1 and 2.” 

If any one wants to know more about the exercises, 
he had better address the conductor. But on all other 
points he should write to Rev. J. F. Dayan, Watertown, 
New York. It may be as well, however, to state here 
that board and lodging in cottages and tents will bs pro- 
vided for about $1.40 a day, and that the place can be 
reached by steamers from Ogdensburg, Clayton, and Oape 
Vincent, New York; and from Kingston and Gananoque, 
Ontario. 

The Parliament will be in full session mornings and 





evenings, with a more popular gathering in the afternoon, 
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Bome time will be allowed for recreation, and if any 
“honorable member’ take more, we have not heard of 
any statutory penalty beyond the loss of whatever good 
things may be going on in “the house.” Boating, bath- 
ing, and fishing, on the water, aad various proper diver- 
sions ashore. will be available for amphibious athletics. 

There ought to be a good muster at Wells Island on 
the 18th of July. The tent-door is set open with Orien- 
tal hospitality. Let the guests of either land pour in, 
And when one asks, “ Shall we gather at the river?” let 
the other answer, ‘‘ Yes,—we’ll gather at the river.” 


MEAT IN DUE SEASON. 
BY JENNIE EGGLESTON ZIMMERMAN, 


667 HAVE many things to say unto you, but ye can- 
not bear them now.” 

The Saviour, in one of his long, lovirg talks with his 
disciples, the last which he held with them, tells them 
that when the Comforter is come, he shall teach them 
all things, and bring all things to their remembrance, 
whatsoever he had said unto them. It was asif he had 
said, “ Listen now to my many words, though you may 
but hear them without apprehending their meaning 
They shall be brought to your remembrance later.” Bat 
after many declarations of truth, he paused, saying, “I 
have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now.” Some things it was useless to tell 
them ; they were not prepared for them. 

This is the constantly recurring experience of the 
thoughtful Sanday-school teacher. He who has himself 
drank deeply of the sweet or the bitter fountain of experi- 
ence, is many times brought to a stand in imparting 
divine instruction to his class. He holds a precious seed, 
a golden germ, but he stays his havd from sowing. The 
soil is not ready. This seed, whose fruit shall be of the 
highest and best and rarest, must have a soil stirred 
deeper, made more mellow by the plowshare of life’s ex- 
perience, made fertile by trial and sorrow, and watered 
by life’s bitter tears, The young hearts before him have 
not felt the deeper griefs and temptations of life; the soil 
is stony ; it has been as yet untouched by the plowshare. 

It is for this reason that the Bible continues to be an 
inexhaustible mine of treasure for all mankind. The 
young child draws from it a truth, that one which his 
childish experience enables him to appropriate for his 
soul’s use. The young man and maiden find there the 
food for their daily need, and the wrestling, striving, 
toiling, sorrowing man and woman in the heat of the 
conflict may each draw hope and comfort and instruction 
according to their need. A passage which had attracted 
no attention during many readings, at last comes into 
the soul as a golden beam of light, as the voice of God 
himself. The hour for it has come, the want is felt, and 
the soul takes its own. Talk to a class of merry, kindly, 
well- brought up girls, of twelve or thirteen years of age, 
of despair, of how the soul of Saul went out of him at 
the Prophet Samuel’s words, and their attention will 
waver, and the passers-by in the aisle will have more of 
their attention and interest than your teachings. But 
tell this to a class of weary, sinning, despairing women, 
who know what the wreck of life is, and they will take it 
in in its fullness. Now, the vision may be dim, the ear dull 
of hearing, but in the end these will be clear and acute 
for the apprehension of that truth which the soul needs. 

In teaching a Bible-class, the wise teacher will strive 
to understand the mental and moral status of his learners, 
and what germ of truth will best find a lodgment in their 
minds, This should be presented most clearly and for- 
cibly. Other truths may lodge in the memory to spring 
up in later years, but that truth for which they are at 
present prepared should be most fully and conspicuously 
brought out. Thus, while guarding against the error so 
frequently pointed out, of trying to teach too much, let 
the teacher, in making his selection of what shall be pre- 
sented to, or drawn out of, his class strive to seize upon 
those points which are most salient and appropriate for 
that time. 

It is this classification of hearers, this system of small, 
selecter sudiences, which gives the Sunday-school an in- 
fluence more potent in some respects than that of the 
pulpit itself. Lacking the attractiveness and dramatic 
power of oratory possessed by the pulpit, the Sanday- 
school has the advantage of being able to adapt its teach- 
ings according to age, condition, and circumstances far 
more than the pulpit, which must present general truth ; 
which must, so to speak, average its teachings suitably 
to the miscellaneous audience it addresses. 

Finally, there can be no better rule given for feeding 
the lambs than that of the quaint old farmer, who said, 
“Give ’em their food often, give ’em a little at a time, 
and give it to ’em warm.” 


SPECIMEN EXERCISES. 


_——~<_- -- — 


A MEMORIAL SERVICE, 


CONDUCTED AT THE CONNECTICUT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CONVENTION, IN WINSTED, WEDNESDAY EVENING, 
JUNE 7, 1876, IN REMEMBRANCE OF HENRY P,. HAVEN 


The righteous shall be in everlasting remenibrance.—Psa, 112: 6. 


[In no part of his Sunday-school work did Henry P. 
Haven more delight than in exercises of responsive 
worship. He particularly enjoyed arranging selections 
of Scripture for opening and closing services in his 
schools, It was in view of this fact that his co-workers 
in Connecticut planned this Memorial Service, for use 


at the Winsted Oonvention. 


The exercises were in 


entire accord with Mr. Haven’s well-known tastes and 


methcds. The preparation 


of this Service was the joint 


work of John E. Szarles, Jr., and Frank A. Ferris. | 
ORDER OF SERVICE, 


SILENT 
Hymn: 
One sweetly so 
Comes to me 
I’m nearer my 


PRAYER. 


lemn thought 
o’er and o’er,— 
home, to-day, 


Than ever I’ve been before. 


Nearer the bound of life, 
Where burdens are lain down: 
Nearer to leave the heavy cross ; 


Nearer to gai 
Father, perfect 


n the crown, 
my trust! 


Strengthen my power of faith! 
Nor let me stand, at last, a.one 
Upon the shore of death. 


SCRIPTURE 
Leader : 


Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sin- 
hers, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. 


What profit hath a man of all 
his labor which he taketh under 
the sun? 


What profit hath he that work- 
eth in that wherein he laboreth? 


Seeing there be many things 
that increase vanity, what is man 
the better? 


For who knoweth what is good 
for man in this life, ai) the days 
of hs vaingife which he spend- 
eth as ashadow? tor who can teil 
& man what shall be after him 
under the sun? 


I have seen all the works that 
are done under the sun; and, be- 
hold, all is vanity and vexation 
of spirit 


The thing that hath been, it is 
that which shall be; and that 
which is done is that which shall 
be done: and there is no new 
thing under the sun. 


All thingsare full of labor; man 
cannot utter it; the eye is uot sat- 
isfied with seeing, nor the ear 
filled with hearing. 


Vanity of vanities, saith the 


Prea her, vanity of vanities; all 
is vanity. 


Hymn: 


READINGS, 
Audience : 


But his delight is in the law of 
the Lord; and in his jaw doth he 
meditate day and night. 


There be many that say, who 
will shew us any good? Lord, 
lift thou up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us 


Trust in the Lord, and do good ; 
so shalt thon dwell in the land, 
and verily thou shalt be ted. 


The steps of a good man are 
ordered by the Lord: and he de- 
lighteth in his way. 


The Lord knoweth the days of 
the upright; and their inherit- 
anve shall be forever. 


Every man’s work shall be 
made manifest; for the day shali 
declare it. If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built there- 
upon, he shall receive a reward. 


It is of the Lord’s mercies that 
we are not consumed, because 
his compassious fail not. They 
are new every Morning: great is 
thy faithfulness. 


Delight thyself also in the Lord; 
and he shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart. 


And I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord trom henceforth; yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labors; and tneir 
works do follow them, 


Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee! 


E’en though 


it be a cross, 


‘Lhat raiseth me; 
Still all my song shall be— 
Nearer, my God, to thee! 
Nearer to thee! 


Though, like 
The sun go 
Dark: ess be 


the wanderer, 
ne duwn, 
over me, 


My rest a stone’ 


Yet in my dr 


eas I'd be— 


Nearer, my Gud, tu thee! 
Nearer to thee! 


ADDRESS. 
“The life and work of Henry P. Haven.” 


BY HENRY CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Leader : 


And the Lord thy Gcd will 
make thee plenteous in every 
work of thine hand, in the fruit 
of thy body, and in the fruit of 
thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy 
land for good: for the Lord will 
again rejoice over thee for good, 
as he rejoiced over thy fathers. 


If ye be willing and obedient, 
ye shall eat the good of the land. 


For thou, Lord, wilt bless the 
righteous: with favor wilt thou 
compass him as with a shield. 


For the Lord God is a sun and 
shieid: the Lord will give grace 
and glor¢ ; no good thing will he 
withhold from them that wa.k 
uprightly. 


The righteous also shall hold 
on his way, and he that hath 
clean hauds shall be stronger 
and stronger. 


Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. 


Hymn: 


Audience : 

If thou shalt hearken unto the 
voice of the Lord thy God, to 
keep his commandments and his 
statutes which are written in this 
book of the law, and if thou turn 
unto the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with ail thy soul. 


Say ye to tHe righteous, that it 
shall be well with him; tor they 
shall eat the fruit of their doings. 


All the paths of the Lord are 
mercy and truth unto such as 
keep his covenaut and his testi- 
monies. 


He that followeth after right- 
eousness and mercy findeth life, 
righteousness, and houor. 


But the path of the just is as 
the shining light, that shineth 
} rng and more unto the perfect 

ay. 


Being filled with the fruits of 
rightedusness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise 
of God. 


Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.—Gal. 6:7. 


Sowing the seed by the daylight fair, 
Sowing the seed by the noon-day glare, 
Sowing the seed by the fading light, 
Sowing the seed in the solemn night; 
Oh, what shall the harvest be? 

Oh, what shall the harvest be? 


Chorus: Sown in the darkness or sown in the light, 
Sown in our weakness or sown in our might, 
Gathered in time or eternity, 
Sure, ah, sure will the harvest be. 
ADDRESS. 
Tribute from the National Lesson Committee. 


BY JOHN H,. VINCENT, D.D. 


Hymn: 


Holy Spirit, faithful guide, 

Ever near the Curistian’s side ; 
Gently lead us by the hand, 
Pilgrims in a desert land ; 

Weary souls for e’er rejoice, 

While they hear that sweetest voice, 
Whisp’ring softly, wanderer come! 
Follow me, I'll guide thee home. 


Ever present, truest friend, 
Ever near thine aid to lend, 
Leave us not to doubt and fear, 
Groping on in darkuess drear, 


When 


e storms are raging sore, 


Hearts grow faint, and hopes give o’er, 
Whispering soft.y, wanderer come! 
Follow me, I'll guide thee home. 


SCRIPTURE 
Leader : 


The ungodly are not so; but 
are like the chaff which tue wind 
oriveth away. Therefore the un- 
godly shall not stand in the judg- 
went, nor sinners in the congre- 
gation of the righteous. 


And this is the promise that he 


has promised us, even eternal 
life. 
For the hope which is laid up 


for you in heaven, whereof ye 
heard before in the word of the 
truth of the gospel. 


And now, Lord, what wait I 
for? my hope is in thee. 


His Lord said unto him, Well 
done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things; 
enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord. 


Mark the perfect man, and be- 


hold the upright; for the end of 
that man is peace. 


Hymn: 


READINGS. 


Audience : 


For the Lord knoweth tbe way 
of the righteous; but the way of 
the ungodly sha. perish. 


Father, I will that they also, 
whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am; that they 
may behold my giory. which 
thou hast given me: for thou 
lovedest me before the founda- 
tion of the world. 


Which hope we have as an 
ancher of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth 
into that within the vail. 


Thou wilt shew me the path of 
life; in thy presence is fulness of 
joy; at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore. 


Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. Who hath ears 
to hear, let him hear. 


Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the rignteous 
judge, sha 1 give me at that day; 
and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appear- 
ing. 


Unto them that look for be, elt he appear the second time, 
7) 


without sin, unto salvation.—Heb. 


Down life’s dark vale we wander, 
Jesus comes ; 
We wetch and wait and wonder, 
Till Jesus comes. 


Chorus: All {ey his loved ones bringing, 


Ali 


eu Jesus comes: 
raise thro’ heaven ringing, 
hen Jesus comes. 


All beauty bright and vernal, 


When Jesus comes ; 


All glory, graud, eternal, 
yhen Jesus comes. 
7 THE LORD’S PRAYER. 


Ovr Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy wi'l be done in earth as it is in heaven: give 





Hymn: 
Neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth.— 
1 Cor. 3:7. 
Oh, to be nothing, nothing, 
ya A to lie at his feet, 
A broken and emptied vessel, 
For the Master’s use made meet. 
Emptied that he might fill me, 
4s forth to his serv.ce I go; 
Broken, but so unhindered, 
His life through me might flow. 
Chorus: Oh, to be nothing. nothing, 
Only to lie at his feet, 
A broken and emptied vessel, 
For the Master’s use made meet, 
SCRIPTURE KEADINGS. 
Leader : Audience: 


And he shall be like a tree His leaf also shall not wither; 
planted by the rivers of water, and whatsoever he doeth shall 
that bringeth forth his fruit in prosper. 
his seasun : 


Be ye strong therefore, and let Ob how great is thy goodness, 
not your hands be weak: fur which thou hast laid yp for them 
your work shall be rewarded. that fear thee; which thou hast 

phy a for them phat trust in 
thee hefore the sons of men, 





us tuis day our dai y bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. And iead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 


SILENT PRAYER. 


BENEDICTION. 
Minister : 
Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jcsus, that great soepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 


ever asti: g covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do 
his wilt, woking iu you that which is well pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ. 
Audience : 

To whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Minister ; 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you aU, Amen. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR, 
[Second Quarter, 1876.) 

















18. June 25.--Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 
[Third Quarter, 1876.] 
1, July 2.—David’s charge to 8ol 1 Chron, 28 : 1-10 
2. July 9 —SoloMOn’s ChOICE........0cecmmrreeee sovserserees 3 Chron. 1: 1-17 
8. July 16.—Solomon’s Temple 2 Chron. 8 : 1-17 
4. July 23.—The Temple Dedicated.............0000+ 1 Kings 8 ; 5-21 
6. July 30.—Solomon’s Prayer 1 Kings 8 : 22-30 
6, Aug. 6.—Solomon’s Prospe;xity......cmsceevereerers 1 Kings 10 : 1-10 
7. Aug. 18.—The Call of Wisdom Prov. 1 : 20-33 
8 Aug. 20.—The Value Of Wisdom..........csccceee ereceeeee Prov. 3: 1-19 
9. Aug. 27.—Honest Industry Prov. 6 : 6-22 
10. Bept. 8.—InteMmpe;rance...........0000 00s serrseeeseesseesses Prov. 23 : 29-35 
ll, Sept. 10.—The Excellent Woman. ..................0s0+ss0 Prov. 31 : 10-81 
12, Sept. 17.—A Godly Life -Eccl, 12 ; 1-14 





Sept. 24.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 





LESSON 2, SUNDAY, JULY 9, 1876. 
Title: SOLOMON’S CHOICE. 


GOLDEN TEXT: IF ANY OF YOU LACK WISDOM 
LET HIM ASK OF GOD, THAT GIVETH TO ALL MEN 
LIBERALLY,.— James 1:5 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, July 3: 2 Chron. 1:1-17. Wisdom is the principal thing. 
Tuesday, July 4: 1 Chron. 20;10-28, David's prayer and death. 
Wednesday, Ju/y 5: 1 Kings 4: 20-34. Solomon’s prosperity. 
Thursday, July 6: 1 Kings 18; 21-39, The great choice urged. 
Friday, July 7: Job 28: 12-28 Where and what is wisdom, 
Saturday, July 8: Luke 18: 18-30. Diverse ways of seeaing. 
Sunday, July 9: Prov. 2: 1-9. Conditions of successful seeking. 


LESSON TEXT, 
[2 Chron. 1: 1-17.] 

1, And Solomon the son of David was strengthened in his king 
dom, and the Lorp his God was with him, and magnified him ex 
ceedingly. 

2, Then Solomon spake unto All Israel, to the captains of thou- 
sands, and of hundreds, and to the judges, and to every governor iu 
all Israel, the chiefs of the fathers. 

8 8o Svlomon, and all the congregation with him, went to the 
high place that was at Gibeon; for there was the tabernacle of the 
congregation of God, which Moses the servant of the Lorp had 
made in the wilderness, 

4. But the ark of God had David brought up from Kirjath-jearim 
to the piace which David had prepared for it; tor he had piiched « 
tent for it at Jerusalem. 

5. Moreover, the brazen altar, that Bazaleel the son of Uri, the son 
of Hur, had made, he put before the tabernacle of the Lorp: and 
Solomon and the congregation sought uuto it. 

6. And Solomon went up thither to the brazen altar before the 
Lorp, which was at the tabernacle of the congregation, and offered 
a thoutaud burnt-offerings upon it. 

7. In that night did God appear unto Solomon, and said unto him, 
Ask what I shail give thee. 

8. And Solom » staid unto God, Thou hast showed great merc) 
unto David my father, and hast made me to reign in his stead. 

9 Now, O Lorp God, let thy p:omise unto David my father be 
established ; for thou hast made me king over a people like the dust 
of the earth iu multitude. 

10, Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and 
come in before this people; for who can judge this thy people, that 
is so great? 

11. And God said to Solomon, Because this was in thy heart, and 
thou hast not asked siches, wealth, or honor, nor the life of thy ene- 
mies, neither yet hast asked long life; but hast asked wisdom and 
knowledge fur thyself, that thou mayest judge my people over 
whom I have made thee k.ng: 

12. Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee; and I will give 
thee riches, and wealth, and honor. such as none of the kings that 
have been before thee, neither shall there any after thee have the like 

18, Then Solomon came from his journey to the high place that was 
at Gibeon to Jerusalem, from befure the tabernacle ef the congrega- 
tion, and reigned over Israel. : 

14, And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; and he had a 
thousand and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horse- 
men, which he placed in the chariot cities, and with the kings at 
Jerusalem. 

15. And the king made silver and gold at Jerusalem as plenteous as 
stones, and cedar trees made he as the sycamore-trees that are in the 
vale fur abundance, 

16. And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn: 
the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price. 

17, And they fetched up, and brought forth out of Egypt a chariot 
for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and filty ; 
and so brought they out Aorses for all the kings of the Hittites, and 
for the kings of Syria, by their means, 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D, 


i ie teacher should be careful to read the correspond- 
ing record in the first book of Kings, specially 
chapters 2: 10-12, 46; 8:1-15; and 4: 20384; also 
Psalm 72. 
THE CONNECTION, 

After David had delivered the public address and 
charge which were considered in the last lesson, he gave 
other directions to the young king in reference to certain 
parties and matters pertaining to the administration of 








the government; and handed to him plans for the con- 
struction of the temple, and much treasure which he and 
all the chief men of the kingdom had willingly and joy- 
ously contributed for building the house of the Lord. 
At the time when these royal gifts were consecrated to 
the Lord, David offered a solemn prayer and thanks- 
giving to God that he and his people had been enabled 
to give so liberally and so cheerfully for his glory. He 
also offered many sacrifices in which the people grate- 
fully joined with great gladness. A second time they 
anointed Solomon, and crowned him king; and all Israel, 
and the ‘princes, and all the mighty men, and likewise 
all his brethren received him as sovereign, instead of 
David his father. 

Having thus provided for the security of the aucces- 
sion, the defence of the country, the maintenance of 
good order, and the establishment, and due observance 
of the national religion, the aged monarch, after a pros- 
perous reign of forty years, “died in a good old age, full 
of days, riches, and honor.” He left a united, peaceful, 
prosperous, and powerful kingdom, a numerous and well- 
appointed army, and a full treasury to his son and suc- 
cessor, Solomon, who was already firmly seated on the 
throne, and whose wondrous wisdom and unrivalled 
prosperity form the topic of our 

LESSON, 

We will notice: (1) Solomon’s strength aud devotion ; 
(2) Solomon’s vision and choice; (3) Solomon’s pros- 
perity and glory. 

1, SOLOMON’S STRENGTH AND DEVOTION (1-6). 

After the speedy suppression of the sedition of Adon- 
ijah, and the dispersion of his party, Solomon received 
the united allegiance and loyal service of the whole 
people. His throne was established by the hearty con- 
sent of the vation, and his authority strengthened by 
alliances with foreign potentates. He was troubled 
neither with civil discord nor foreign invasions, He 
was honored at home and feared abroad. 

In his management of affairs it was obvious to all that 
God was with him, as he had been with his father, giving 
him acceptance with the people at home, and honor 
among all the surrounding nations, so that no one de- 
apised his youth or contemned his inexperience. Thus 
the Lord is said to have been with Isaac and Joseph, 
with Moses and Joshua as they prospered in what was 
given them todo. Thus by the favor of God his name 
was magnified and his fame widely spread abroad. The 
youthful monarch sensible of the distinguishing grace of 
God, early in his reign, desired to make a public and 
devout acknowledgment of it, by a suitable religious pro- 
cession and service. 

1. He issues a proclamation through the officers, judges, 

governors, and chiefs, to all the people, that prepara- 
ion should be made for a great national religious fes- 
tival, which he purposed to celebrate before the Lord, in 
acknowledgement of his manifest goodness in establish- 
ing his throne. 

2, He goes, accompanied by a grand procession, to Gib- 
eon, a place five or six miles north of Jerusalem, a city 
of note in the days of Joshua. He selects this place 
because the tabernacle constructed by Moses in the wil- 
derness, and some of the ancient furniture connected 
with its service were still there, although the ark of the 
covenant had been brought by his father to Jerusalem, 
and placed in a tent amid the rejoicings of the people 
To this time-honored tabernacle, and the brazen altar 
made by the special skill of Bozaleel, five centuries 
before, went the young king and the great congregation 
to offer sacrifices unto the Lord. 

8. He offered a thousand burnt-offerings upon the 
altar, which stocd before the tabernacle, on the high 
place of Gibeon, which, in the still unsettled state of the 
national worship, was doubtless regarded as the chief 
local sanctnary. Here ministered the chief priest, Zadak, 
the only representative of the Aaronic family since the 
expulsion of Abiather from the sacred office, on account 
of the part he took in the seditious movement of Adon- 
ijah, The vast number of burnt-offerings made at that 
time was an expression of the reverence of the people 
for the God of Israel, of their sincere penitence for past 
sins, and as indicating alike the solemnity of the occa- 
sion and the rank of the officer. 

See that the class understand the nature and signifi- 
cance of a burnt-offering (Lev. 1). 

(a) The favor of God is the source of all true honor 
and prosperity. Oar times are wholly in his hand (Psa. 
75:7). 

(6.) The presence of God is the privilege of all his 
people. If God be for us none can be against us (Pasa. 
121 : 5 8). 

(c) Our great sacrifice has been offered forus .We 





are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
once for all (Heb. 10: 12; Rom. 12:1). . 
li. SOLOMON’S VISION AND CHOICE (7-10). 

After a day spent in such solemn, impressive and ex- 
citing services, the king retired to rest, not, as we may 
well suppose, before he had asked of God in prayer, 
divine blessing and guidance. During that night God 
visited him in a dream, and said unto him, “ Ask what I 
shall give thee.” What a gracious privilege. Whata 
golden opportunity. A man’s real character may be 
seen in his desires ; his principles are manifested in his 
preferences. 

This question was a thorough test of the character of 
the young king, so recently raised to such a proud pre- 
eminence; and his answer reveals the simplicity, hu- 
mility, and true nobility of his mind. He gratefully 
refers to the great mercy which had lorg been vouch- 
safed to his father, to the favor shown to himself in put- 
ting him in his father’s place, to the promises made tu 
his father that the throne would be established, to the 
arduous and difficult duties of his station as ruler of a 
nation so great and populous, and to his own youth and 
inexperience (1 Kings 3: 7). Then he uses them as 
strong pleas for the petition he was about to make,—that 
God would give him, as his servant, an understanding 
heart, wisdom, and knowledge, rightly to rule over his 
chosen people, and efficiently to administer the affairs of 
the kingdom with ability, discretion, and success. This 
was a wonderful request for the young monarch+o make, 
and shows that, in a large measure, he already possessed 
the endowments for which he asked. God was pleased 
with the request of the king, and granted it, saying, “I 
have done according to thy word, lo, I have given thee 
a wise and understanding heart ; so that there was none 
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise 
like unto thee” (1 Kings 3: 12). 

We notice in reference to this prayer of Solomon, that 
it was divinely prompted, he was invited to ask; it was 
for what he greatly needed, his duties were onerous and 
difficult ; it was unselfish in accordance with the will, 
and for the glory of God, that the divine promises might 
be fulfilled, and God’s people abundantly blessed. 

(a.) We are encouraged to pray. God says to each of 
us, ask what I shall give you. Solomon’s opportunity is 
yours, though you may see no vision, or hear no voice in 
your dreams. In his word you are told to ask and you 
shall receive, for God is ready to give good gifts to all 
that ask them (Matt. 7: 7-11; Mark 10: 36, 51). 

(5) We all need heavenly wisdom rightly to perform 
our duty, and we are warranted to ask forit. “If any 
of you lack wisdom let him ask of God” (James 1: 5; 
Prov. 2: 3-6,3:5.6). Do you every night ask wisdom 
and knowledge from God? Health and strength of mind 
as well as of body, come from the Lord. 


lil. SOLOMON’S PROSPERITY AND GLORY (11-17). 


The Lord answered the prsyer of the king for wisdom 
and knowledge, so that all his mental faculties would be 
greatly strengthened, and his studies crowned with un, 
usual success, and his knowledge of men and things 
rendered intuitively sagacious. Moreover, because in 
his heart he had preferred wisdom to wealth and honor, 
extensive conquests and prolonged reign, he added other 
promises of unrivalled distinction in royal treasures and 
in regal fame, such as no king in the past had ever 
attained, or any ruler in the future should ever acquire, 
Then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream, 
Strengthened and encouraged by the religious services 
which he and the people had observed, and specially by 
the answer he had received to his prayers, the king re- 
turned from the high place of Gibeon to the capital of 
the nation, and hopefully resumed the functions of his 
high office. In the discharge of these he had abundant 
evidence of the falfilment of all the promises he had 
received, in the rapid progress of the people in all the 
elements of national prosperity, in the unprecedented 
magnificence of the royal court, in the extent of his 
sovereignty, and in the amount of his tribute from the 
vast territory subject to his sway. 

1, The appointments of the royal household were on a 
most magnificent scale as to numbers and rank, for the 
daily supply of which extensive and orderly arrange- 
ments were made. The number uf chariots and horses 
and horsemen far exceeded what had ever been witnessed 
before, implying a display of imperial pomp and gor- 
geous splendor, unusual even in Eastern courts. 

2 Commerce was maintained with Exzypt and other 
countries, so vast and lucrative as to enrich and adorn 
the capital, and scatter plenty over the whole land. The 
merchant princes of the day imported not only for their 
own people, but for the adjacent kingdoms, with whom 
they maintained a most profitable trade. 
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3. Peace prevailed throughout the entire realm, so that 
the quiet pursuits of pastoral and agricultural life were 
followed without hindrance, and the people dwelt safely 
and enjoyed the fruits of their labor (1 Kings 4: 25). 

4. The harmony of his home administration and the 
wisdom of his foreign policy, so exalted and extended 
the fame of the monarch of Israel, that it was said that 
his wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of 
the East country, and all the wisdom of Egypt, and his 
learning and literary skill were shown in his extensive 
and minute acquaintance with every department of 
nature, and in his numerous proverbs and songs (1 Kings 
4:32, 33). The glory of Solomon was so great as to 
become proverbial (Matt. 6: 29). 

CONCLUSIONS, 

(a.) Seek first the kingdom of God, and the wisdom 
which cometh from above; all other necessary attain- 
ments or possessions will be added. It is not necessary 
for you to attain to worldly wealth or honor, but it is 
indispensable that we get heavenly wisdom. Wisdom is 
the principal thing ; therefore get wiedom (Prov. 4: 5-9) 

(5.) Trust in the promises of God. They can never 
fail. God fulfilled all he promised to Solomon; when 
you pray plead the promises (2 Pet. 1: 4), 

(c.) Eagage in the service of God. Serve God in every 
station while youcan. Solomon and David honored God 
on a throne, Joseph and Daniel glorified him in a prison. 
Paul served the Lord in making tents, as in preaching 
sermons. God made little things as well as great, and 
he is glorified by little things as well as by great (Luke 
16: 10). 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


| gp sore teachers may rejoice over the present 
golden text, for it holds a truth that will be a daily 
blessing for the life-time of every child on whose heart 
it can be impressed. A few of our lessons have such a 
text in connection with a history made and narrated by 
a divine hand. Such we have in these words of James 
and the story of Solomon’s choice. It would be well to 
begin by having the golden text recited, though it is not 
best to do so often. 

What is wisdom? Get the children’s own meaning; 
and then substitute a better, simpler expression, if you 
can.. What is it to lack anything? What does the verse 
tell us any one may do if they lack wisdom? Of whom 
shall they ask? Does it mean a wise scholar who wants 
to know more, or a little child who hardly knows any- 
thing? One word tells what they all must do. Put 
on the board thus: 


Anup 


That word begins one of the surest promises of the 
Bible. Jesus never said perhaps, or may-be; but when 
he promised, it was sure. His own lips said, “Ask and 
ye shall receive.” Then the word “ask” stands for three 
promises which all mean almost the same thing. Write 


Ask and it ™ be given. 
Seek and ye SHALL find. 
Knock and it be opened. 


There is nothing except to be forgiven, which God 
loves better for his children to ask than wisdom; and 
nothing will be more surely given. Could anythirg be 
plainer than his word, ‘‘ Ask and it shall be given?” 

Who was the son of David whom he charged to be 
faithful? Whom did he say he must know and serve? 
We shall see if Solomon wanted to know him, and how 
he served him. He remembered his father’s solemn 
words. Soon after that, King David died and Solomon 
was king over all Israel. 

Solomon soon after called all the captains and chiefs 
of the nation, the same men who heard his father’s last 
words; and then he took them with him to a holy place 
a few miles away from Jerusalem, Do you remember a 
great battle when Joshua was captain, and five kings 
fought against him? Do you remember how the Lord 
tought. for Israel? It was over this same place that the 
sun stood still and the five kings fied and hid in a cave. 

Here at Gibeon was the tabernacle that was made in 
the wilderness by the pattern God gave to Moses. The 
ark was not there. Who took it to Jerusalem? 

Draw a plan of the tabernacle on the board (an ex- 
cellent one isin the Bible text book), showing the oblong 
court of the tabernacle, the tabernacle within, its two 
parts, and in front of it, but within the court, the brazen 
altar of burnt offering. Tell how Solomon offered there 
on that altar a thousand burnt offerings, sacrifices for 
the sias of the people and for himself, and thank offer- 
ings for mercies to them all. That was a great day for 
the young king. No doubt he was tired when he went 
to sleep that night; and thinking of the great God he 





worshiped, he perhaps seemed to see still before him the 
smouldering flames on the brazen altar, and the smoke 
rising to heaven like the prsyers from thousands of 
hearts among his chosen people. He slept and dreamed ; 
and a voice said, ‘‘ Ask—what I shall give thee.” Solo- 
mon knew the voice, for he answered, “O Lord my 
God” (1 Kings 3:6 15), “I am but a little child, I 
know not how to go out or tocome in.” Didn’t he think 
he lacked wisdom? What aresuch told todo? He did— 
saying, “Give, therefore, thy servant an understanding 
heart, that I may know between good and bad.” 

What is the second promise about seeking? He 
sought wisdom and knowledge, for he said, “ Who can 
jadge this thy people that is so great ?” 

What is the third promise? Solomon could not see 
how he should “wait on the Lord and keep his way” 
before so great a people; it was as if he knocked at a 
door to be opened leading to the right way, for he said, 
“That I may know how to go out and to come in before 
this people.” 

Was all S.lomon asked given? Did he find how to 
judge? Was the way opened? [es God love for his 
children to ask, to seek, to knock? Listen—“ The speech 
pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.” 
Does it please him when you ask? 

How does the verse say God gives? What is it to 
give liberally? See how he gave toSolomon. Three 
times as much as he asked for, yes, four times as much. 
Was it only in words that Solomon asked? Sometimes 
prayer is only on the lips. Is that real prayer? God 
knew; he always knows. He said, “ Because this was 
in thine heart.” He knew that Solomon really and truly 
wanted more than all else, to know how to do right, to 
be wise. He gave him wisdom and knowledge, to be 
wiser than any on earth had ever been. And because he 
did not ask money or lands or honor, he promised to 
give them all to him; he promised besides that if Solo- 
mon would keep his commandments as David did, he 
would give him a long life. 

Solomon awoke. It was a dream; but he knew it was 
true; he had really heard the voice of God, and his 
prayer had gone up from an honest heart. He went 
back to his home in Jerusalem, and before the ark he 
offared up more burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and 
made a feast for his servants. He became so wise that 
none had ever lived who knew so much; more than the 
wise men Of Egypt or any of the men famous as scholars ; 
he taught the people wisdom and knowledge with his 
voice and his pen; “all the kings of the earth sought 
the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom that God 
had put in his heart;” “he wrote one thousand songs 
and spake three thousand proverbs or wise sayings.” He 
knew about every plant, from the great cedar trees, which 
seemed to rock the earth when the wind shook the 
branches, to the little green vine that sprung out of the 
crevice in the wall and clung with little curling tendrils 
to the edge of the stones. He knew and wrote about the 
birds in the air, the flying swallow, the little ants, the 
fish in the sea, the spider in its web, the honey bee, the 
roaring lions. 

He was so rich that he had forty thousand stalls of 
horses for his chariots and twelve thousand horsemen. 
Silver was as plenty as the stones in the street; and in 
his pa'aces they used cups and dishes of gold. 

D.d not God give liberally, more than he asked? 

If time allows, also explain that he “ upbraideth not.” 
Unlike some earthly teachers and critics, he never chides 
our ignorance, blames our dullness, or laughs at our weak- 
vess. Have other great men sought wisdom and found 
it? Luther said, “ To pray well is to study well.” 

Who can so well teach us to use the mind and make it 
wise as he who made that mind a likeness of his own? 

Nearly a hundred years sgo a general was at the head 
of an army which for months and years had been fighting 
for this dear land of eurs, Their enemy was strong; 
they had plenty of men, and money, and ships to bring 
all they needed from a rich king who meant to conquer. 
Our soldiers were tired, and hungry, and clothed in 
rags; the enemy well fed in shining uniform closely, fol- 
lowed, and as our brave men retreated, they lef on the 
frozen snow the marks of bare, bleeding feet. The 
noble general was in distress. What could he do? 
Everything seemed to fail; how could he know how to 
lead that army ? 

Thousands of suffering mothers and children in unpro- 
tected homes, looked to him. To whom could fe look? 
He needed wisdom and he knew where to go. At even- 
ing the suffering men gathered hastily around their camp 
fires. Their general was not there. Some soldiers heard 
a voice—alone. It was their leader praying for his army 
and his country. Wisdom was given him, and he led 
them to victory. 





It was because Washington asked and received wisdom 
to guide that forlorn army aright that in this Centennial 
year our whole country rings j>yful bells and unfurls 
waving banners to celebrate the independence of these 
states, 

But do not think that only kings and generals need to 
seek wisdom. What did Solomon call himself when he 
pleased the Lord? He was scarcely twenty years old; 
but the Bible teaches we must all become as little chil- 
dren when we pray. God loves to give wisdom to little 
ones who will ask. In your play, at school, as you walk, 
at home, alone or in a crowd, ask for what you need and 
God will hear. God knows every tear that falls and 
every trouble that comes. It does not make him wiser 
for us to tell our troubles; but he is pleased if we ask 
and he will help. 

Two little brothers were playing, when one said, ‘Oh! 
Tom, I have lost the kaife Uacle John lent me, What 
shall Ido?” They looked again and sgain. Tom said, 
* John, you know what mamma told us about our verse 
to-day. Let us try it.” They knelt down together, and 
Johnnie said, “ Dear Jesus, we are troubled. Please 
help us to find the knife we have lost.” They rose up. 
There on the stone wall, low down, just where a little 
hand had put it, Tommy saw the knife. 

This is just as true as that Washington prayed and 
Jesus heard. If God would guide a general with an 
army, will he not help a boy or girl to conquer a quick 
temper, spell a hard word, forgive an unkindness, find a 
lost toy, or go safely through each day? Will you try it? 





BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


() CHRON. 1:1. Was strengthened . . . Then Solomon sat upon the 
~~ throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established 
greatly, 1 Kings 2:12... And the kingdom was established in the 
hand of Solomon, 1 Kings 2: 46. 

The Lord was with him . . . God is with thee [Abraham] in all 
that thou doest, Gen. 21:22 . . . And the Lord was with Joseph, 
Gen, 39:2 . . . But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him 
mercy, and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison, 
Gen. 39:21 . . . Certainly I will be with thee [Moses], Ex. 3:12... 
And I have been with thee [David] whithersoever thou hast walked, 
1 Chron. 17:8 . . . Lo, 1am with you alway, Matt. 28: 20. 


Vv. 3. Gibeon . . . And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, 
1 Kings 3:4... The high place that was before Gibeon, 1 Chron, 
10:39 . . . The tabernacle of the Lord . . and the altar of burnt 


offering, were at that season in the high place at Gibeon, 1 Chron. 
21; 22. 

V. 4. David brought . . . And David arose, and went with all the 
people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from 
thence the ark of God, 2Sam.6:2.. . And they brought in the ark 
of the Lord, and set it in its place, in the midst of the tabernacle 
that David had pitched for it,2Sam.6:17 ... So David gathered 
all Israel together . . to bring the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim, 
1 Kings 13:5 . . . Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord, 1 Chron. 15: 28. 


Pitched a tent . . . So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the 
midst of the tent that David had pitched for it,1 Chron.16:1...,. 
We will go into his tabernacles, Psa. 132: 7. 


V. 6. Bezileel . . . See, I have called by name Bezaleel . . And 
I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in under- 
standing, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, 
Ex. 31: 2, 3. 

Vv. 6. A thousand burnt offerings . . . A thousand burnt offerings 
did Solomon offer upon that altar, 1 Kings3:4... And Solomon 
offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered unto the Lord, 
two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thou- 
sand sheep, 1 Kings 8:63 . . . And they sacrificed sacsifices unto 
the Lord, and offered burnt offerings unto the Lord, on the morrow 
after that day, even a thousand bullocks, a thousand rams, ard a 
thousand lambs, 1 Chron. 29:21 . . . Lebanon is not sufficient to 
burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering, Isa, 40:1 


V. 7. Ask what I shall give thee . . . In Gibeon the Lord appeared 
to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall 
give thee, 1 Kings 3:5,6.. . Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you, Matt, 
7:7... And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do 
for you? Mark 10:36... Jesus answered and said unto him, 
What wilt thou that I should do? Mark 10:51 . . . Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Whatsover ye shall ask the Father in my name, he 
will give it you, John 16:23 . . . And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us, 1 John 5: 14. 


V. 9. Thy primise unto David . . . I will set up thy seed after 
thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build an house-for my name, and I will estab- 
lish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he 
shall be my son, 1 Sam. 7: 12-14. . . And he said unto me, Solomon 
thy son, he shall build my house and my courts: for I have chosen 
him to be my son, and I will be his father, 1 Chron. 28:6. . . Once 
have I sworn by my holiness, that I will not lie unto David. His 
seed shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun before me, Psa, 
89: 35,36 . . . The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David, he will 
not turn from it, Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne, 
Psa. 132; 11. 

Like the dust . . . And I will make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth, Gen. 13:16 . . . That in blessing I will bless thee, and mul- 
tiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as 
the sand which is upon the sea shore, Gen. 22:17... Who can 
count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the tourth part of Israel, 
Numb. 238: 10, 


V. 10. Give me now wisdom ... Give therefore thy servant an 
understanding heart to judge thy people, 1 Kiigs3:9 .. . Giveme 
understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shail observe it with 
my whole heart, Psa. 119:34 . . . Give me understanding, that I 
may learn thy commandments, Psa, 119:73 . . . Happy is the man 
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that findeth wisdom, Proy. 3:13 .. . Wisdom is the principal thing, 
Prov.4:7.... Ifany of you Jeck wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him, James 1: 5, 


To go out . . . Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set 
a@ man over the congregation, which may go out before them, and 
which may go in before them, and which may lead them out, and 
which may bring them in: that \he congregation of the Lord be not 
as sheep, which have no shepherd, Numb. 27:16,17... And he 
{Mores} said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty years old this 
day; 1 can no more go out and ec me in, Deut. 31;2.. . Alsoin 
time past, when Saul was king over us, thou [David] wast he that 
leddest out and brovghtest in Israel, 2 Sam. 5: 2. 

Who can judge this pecple? . . . Who is suflicient for these things? 
2Cor.2:16... Notthat we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
anything, as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God, 2 Cor, 3: 5. 

V. 11. This was in thine heart . . . The Lord looketh on the heart, 
1Sam.16:7.. . And the Lord said unto David my father, Whereas 


it was in thine heart to build an bourse unto my name, thou didst 
well that it was in thine heart, 1 Kings 8:18 ...I1 had in mine 
heart to bulid an house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, 1 Chron, 28:2... For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he» 
Prov. 23: 7. 

V. 12. Iwill give thee . . . Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his r' ghteousnesrs; and all these things shall be added urto you, 
Matt, 6:33 . . . Now, unto him that is able to do exc: eding abund- 
antly above all that we ask or think. Unto him be glory in the 
church of Christ Jesus, Eph. 3; 20, 21. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


6) CHRON, 1:1. Solomon was strengthened.—This is a 
~ favorite expression with the writer of Chronicles. It 
recurs in chaps. 12:13; 13: 21; 21:4. The meaning 
seems to be simply, “he became firmly settled in his 


government. Oompare 1 Kings 2: 12 46—Speaker’s 
Comm, 


V. 2, Then.—The date of this occurrence was the 
recond year of Solomon’s reign, and the high place at 
Gibeon was chosen for the performance of the sacred 
rites, from the tabernacle and all the ancient furniture 
connected with the national worship being deposited 
there. Zadok was the cfliciating high priest (1 Chron. 
16: 89). It is true that the ark had been removed, and 
tlaced in a new tent which David had made for it at 
Jerusalem. But the brazen altar... was at Gibeon.— 
Jamieson, 


V. 3. Went to Gibeon.—The two main objects of special 
reverence were parted asunder, The ark stood in a 
temporary tent within David’s fortress on Mount Zion. 
The vhief local sanctity still adhered to the spot where 
‘the tabernacle of the congregation” stood, on what was 
called “the tae high-place of Gibeon.” ... On the 
tummit of this mountain was... the ancient tent of 
the Wanderings. In front of it rose the venerable struc- 
ture of the brazen altar... Hither, therefore, as on a 
solemn pilgrimage, with a vast concourse of dignitaries, 
the young king came to offer royal sacrifices on his ac- 
cession. A thoveand victims were consumed on the 


ancient altar. The night was spent within the sacred 
city of Gibeon.—Stanley. 


As this altar, which from time immemorial had been 
ret apart for burnt —a stood in Gibeon, that was 
the place in which, according to the law, burnt offer- 
ings were to be sacrificed.— Keil, 


V.5, He put before the tabernacle—One would think 
that the altar did not stand in the right place, till Solo- 
mon set it where it used to stand ; bnt the words ay» eg 


translated as in the margin, was there before the ta 
nacle,— Pairick. 


V 6. A thousand burnt offerings.—It has been considered 
a difficulty how such a number of beasts could be con- 
sumed upon the altar here spoken of, which is the bra- 
zen, within the period of such a festival. This has been 
solved by supposing that all the sacrifices were devoted 
at Gibeon, but that a considerable part of them were 
completed afterward at Jerusalem.— Pyle, 


In the entire ancient world, the greatest number of 
animals possible were collected for sacrifice at great fes- 


tivals, ... The feast must have lasted more than one 
day.— Bahr. 


This holocaust he offered, of course, by the hands of 
the priests. The magnitude of the oblation became the 
rank of the offerer on this occasion of national solemnity. 


— Jamieson, 


“ Burnt-offerings may here signify (as Pellicanus with 
great reason thinks) the sacrifice of Offerings, the 
general name being put for the special. For it is not rea- 
sonabie to think, a thousand offerings were wholly burnt 
upon the altar: but in all probability, he made a feast for 
all that were present, as had been done when this great 
assembly cffered so freely at his inauguration (1 Chron, 


29 : 22).— Barrett, 


V.7. God appeared to Solomon.—Oonnecting this ac- 
count with that given in 1 Kings 8: 5.15, we find that 
Solomon had retired to rest with his mind in a high 
state of religious fervor, produced by the services te 
which he had been enga He had doubtless prayed 
earnestly for wisdom, and, in his sleep, God ap to 
him in a dream, saying, “Ask what I shall give thee.” 
Again he asks for wisdom and knowledge, that he may 
administer the government with discretion, justice, and 
success. His request is granted. What he prays for in 
his waking hours, is answered in a night vision.—R. W. 


Clark. 


‘ 2 eo Fd Solomon’s fons Py Wig en Magen the 
ay jus been spent in revel and rio gross or 
in iiede pi. Ltnen oe ‘ 
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What happened here in dream, Ohrist commands in 
“Our Father.—<Starke.” 


Ask what I shall give thee.—With this expression of 
piety [the thousand offerings], the Almighty was so well 
pleased, that, during the following night, he appeared to 
Solomon in a vision or dream, and graciously promised 
to bestow upon him whatever he might most desire, 
saying unto him, “ Ask what I shall give thee.— Mills.” 


V.10. Give me wisdom.—If Solomon had not been 
wise before he would not have known the worth of wis- 
dom. He was a great king and saw that he had power 
enough, but withal he found that royalty without wis- 
dom was but eminent dishonor.— Hal, 


V. 11. Because, etc.—The prayer of Solomon related 
entirely to his cffice, to his position as king, and admin- 
istrator of law among the people of God; for himself 
personally he had asked nothing ... His prayer, 
therefore, pleased the Lord, and was heard in richer 
measure than he had asked.— Keil. 


He gave him honor and riches in the bargain.— Henry. 


V.16 Horses brought out of Egypt —This Moses expressly 
prohibited, by whicn future kings were forbidden to eatab- 
lish a body of cavalry. Because this could not be effected 
without sending to Egypt, the most dangerous of all for- 
eign countries to true religion. When Solomon had 
violated this law, and multiplied horses to excess (1 
Kings 4: 26), it was soon attended with those fatal con- 
7 po the law foretold. The origin of all this mis- 
c 


hief was the forbidden traffic with Egypt for horses.— 
Warburton. 


At a price.—The king’s merchants received the linen 
yarn at a price; Solomon received them from Pharaoh 
at a certain price sgreed between them, and gave this 
privilege to his merchants, for a tribute to be paid to 
him out of it.— Pool, 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


HE LORD WITH HIM.—When the Prince of Wales 
visited this country, some fifteen years ago, a com- 
pany of distinguished noblemen accompanied him, and 
upon them fell the burden of arrangements, and of 
official action. The Prince, who was then but a youth, 
was relieved of all cares of state at least, by the fact 
that competent men were with him to attend to all these 
matters. With Solomon, was “ the Lord his God.” 


MAGNIFIED HIM.—A poor Christian once praised his 
pastor in very warm terms, and being asked why he 
spoke so strongly, replied: “O he makes God so big.” 
That is, he so spoke of God, and so acted before him, 
thst God was made to appear great. God wss magnified 
by this minister’s words and ways. Solomon was mag- 
nified by what God said of him, and did for him. 


WENT TO GiBEON.—There was the proper place to 
serve God by sacrifice, for there was the brazen altar. 
Solomon could serve God in other ways, at other places, 
but sacrifice must be offered where the ark was. In some 
ways we may serve God in our closets; in other ways 
among the sick and the poor; but there is a way attained 
only in the congregation of God’s house; and another 
way attained only in the Sunday-school. He who would 
serve God fully, must do it in all ways, and at all times. 

A THOUSAND BURNT-OFFERINGS —When the woman 
broke the alabaster vase of ointment for Jesus, some 
prerent considered it a waste. Some of the same class 
may consider Solomon’s offering a waste. But, so far as 
we can see, an immense amount of sunlight, of atmos- 
phere, of vegetation, of animal life, of all that makes up 
this world, and the life upon it, is wasted. But who 
shall charge God with waste in what he gives for us and 
others? And who shall charge waste in the return gifts, 
which we send him? When Ohristmas comes and gifts 
are bestowed, the little child has a little token, and the 
larger child has something more, and father and mother 
get the best of all. How great and good a gift ought 
God then to have? An old lady always put new, clean 
currency into the contribution box. She said, “The 
best is none too good for God.” 


Asx.—Children sometimes stand at store-windows, 
looking at the beautiful things and playing “ choose.” 
Just as if things could be had for the asking, one 
chooses this, and another chooses that. God gave Solo- 
mon a real chance to choose, and he chose-——- What? 
A rich man gave another a blank check and told him to 
fill it out to suit himself. God gave such an opportunity 
to Solomon, and he filled it out with “ wisdom.” 


Go OUT AND COME IN.—A shepherd goes out of the 
fold in the East, and the flock follows him. He comes 
in, and it comes in. So a king leads his people. It may 
be into sin, or, it may be into righteousness, All the 
people, except three, were once led to bow down to an 
image (Dan. 3), As people become less like sheep, and 
more as they ought to be, they do not follow their 
leaders so blindly. 


OTHER BLESSINGS ADDED.—A fond mother in her love 
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for a dutiful child, not only feeds, and clothes, and 
caresses it, but she delights to load it with ornaments, 
and trinkets, and other little superflaous things, just be- 
cause her love overflows. God gave Solomon what he 
asked, and more. The thirsty are called to come to 
“ the waters,” but they are promised “wine and milk” 
(Isa. 55:1). God heals so that the bones which were 


broken “ rejoice ;” that is, they feel better than they did 
at first (Psa. 51: 8). 
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SECOND CHRONICLES ON SOLOMON. 


(The Rev. Canon Rawlinson in The Bible Educator.] 


ITH the close of David's reigo our ‘' First Book of 

Chronicles” terminates; and the Second intro- 
duces us to the reign of Solomon. . . . Solomon’s reign 
is set forth in its most glorious aspect The note of tri- 
umph is struck in the opening verse, “ Solomon the son of 
David was strengthened in his kingdom, and the Lord 
his God was with him and magnified him exceedingly ;” 
and thenceforth from first to last we hear of nothing bat 
the monarch’s greatness and goodness, his favor with 
God, his magnificence, his wealth, his grand buildings, 
his fame among the neighboring nations and sovereigns, 
his extensive commerce, his wide dominion. No notice 
is taken of that miserable fall into sensualism and idol- 
atry which disgraced the old age of S:lomon, and which 
forms so grievous a blot upon the character of this illus- 
trious prince. Nothing is said of the troubles where- 
with God chastised his sons. . . . Not, of course, that the 
author intends to deny or even to hush up the fact of 
Selomon’s transgression. He regards it as known, at 
any rate, to the better instructed among his readers, and 
alludes to it when occasion arises (chap. 10:15); but it 
does not accord with the scope of his work to dwell upon 
it. The reason is, probably, that the sin of Solomon 
was not punished so signally, or so severely, as to make 
the case a good example of that retribution for evil 
courses, which it is one of the author’s chief objects to 
exhibit. 


SOLOMON’S EARLY REIGN. 
[From Smith’s Old Testament History.] 


HE date of Solomon’s accession as sole king can be 
fixed with precision to the year 1015,B ©. Jewish 
tradition makes him eighteen years old at this epoch, 
which agrees with the date of the Scripture narrative. 
. .« The first act of the foreign policy of the new reign 
must have been to most Israclites a very startling one. 
Solomon showed a desire to strengthen his throne by 
foreign alliances in a manner which marks the great 
difference of spirit between the new monarchy and the 
ancient theocracy. He made an alliance with Pharaoh, 
king of Exypt, and took his daughter to be his wife, 
This Pharaoh was probably a late king of the X XIst 
(Tanite) dynasty; for the eminent head of the XXIId 
dynasty, Sheshonk I. (Shishak), belongs to the latter 
art of the reign of Solomon, and to that of Rehoboam. 
at this flagrant breach, not ouly of a general Eouey 
but of the specific law against intercourse with Egypt, 
passed unpunished for the time, is an example of that 
great system of forbearance which lies at the basis of 
each new dispensation of God’s moral government. But 
the law of retribution for sinful actions by their natural 
effects was working from the very first, and this mar- 
riage of Solomon was the first step towards his fall into 
idalatry. Meanwhile “Solomon loved Jehovah, walki 
in the statutes of David bis father,” and, “God was wi 
him, and magnified him exceedingly ;” and the only blot 
upon the outward purity as well as prosperity of the 
gdom, was the retention of the “high places,” which 
had been the seats of the ancient worship, for sacrifice, 
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in the absence of any house of God, The hill of Gibeon, 
where stood the tabernacle and the altar of burnt-offer- 
ing, seems only to have been regarded as the chief of 
these high places; and it was probably in the course of 
a series of sacrifices at the diff-rent sacred heights that 
S>lomon visited Gibeon, “the great high place,” and 
there, in the midst of a great convocation of the people, 
sacrificed a tenfold hecatomb—a thousand burnt-offer- 
ings—upon the altar. 

This was the occasion chosen by Jehovah for his first 
personal revelation to Solomon. In the following night 
God appeared to him in a dream, and asked him to 
choose what he shculd give him. After a thanksgiving 
for the mercies shown to David, and a prayer that the 
promise made to him might be established, Solomon, 
confessing lrimself to be but a little child in comparison 
to the great work committed him in governing and 
judging the people, asked for the wisdom and knowledge 
that might fit him for the office,—“an pe va 
heart to jadge thy people, to discern between good an 
bad.” ‘The desire thus expressed in Solomon’s own 
words, does not scem to have so high a meaning as is 
often assigned to it. He does not ask that profound 
spiritual wisdom, which would teach him to know God 
and his own heart; in this he was always far inferior to 
David. His prayer is for practical ssgacity, clear intel- 
ligence, quick discernment; to see the right from the 
wrong amid the mazes of duplicity and doubt which 
beset the judga, especially among an Oriental people. 
And this gift be received. His aspirations, if not for 
the highest spiritual excellence, were for usefulness to 
his subjects and fellow men, not for long life, riches, 
and victory for himself; and because he had not sel- 
fishly asked these thirgs, they were freely granted to 
him in addition to the gift he had chosen. Assured of 
God’s favor, he returned to Jerusalem, and renewed his 
sacrifices before the ark, and made a feast to all his 
servants, 





WHAT SHALL BE OUR CHOICE? 
[From Sermons by the Monday Club.] 
SHALL it be riches? 

- Many so decide. And is there no advantage in 
wealth? Undoubtedly. Wealth appeals most strongly 
to man’s appreciation of earthly comforts. It is equiva- 
lent to the luxuries of an elegant home, to the gratifica- 
tion of every taste (and the finer the taste, the more 
expensive, as a rule), to the pleasures of travel, and the 
joys of hospitality. It gives one the power to have his 
own way, to gratify his ease, to accomplish his plans, to 

urchase exemption from the disagreeable. It generally 
ures one position in society, and a name among the 
multitn’e. And then, too, it gives one the power of 
doing good. The church needs consecrated wealth to 
further its holy work. It is a high mission in life, as 
steward ot the Lord, to administer a Jarge property, of 
which God alone has the title-deed, for the blessing of 
mankind, No wonder, then, that men crave wealth. 
The desire of property is divinely given, and the desire 
of wealth is but this, overgrown. One may rightfully 
wish for a competence, but, as another has said, not “a 
five-story competence.” 

But the question is not whether we will gratefully 
acc*pt oie if God sends it, and use it for his glory. 
The question is not, Will we take wealth as a secondary 
consideration, aiming for something else first, and for 
wealth as strictly incidental, to ba sacrificed any moment 
if it sapere a superior choice? The question is, Shall 
wealth be the absorbing object of our tnought and effort 
through life? To this there can be but one answer. 
Wealth, at best, is an unsatisfactory possession, and, thus 
obtained, would cost too much by far. 

We overrate its vaiue. Its possession is beset with 
dangers and discomforts, There are anxieties in the 
care of it, constant liabilities of its loss, dreadful possi- 
bilities of personal injury because of it. Especially are 
spiritual temp*ations connected with it, to which man 
a soul has yielded. Wealth tempts one to be conceited, 
selfish, self-willed, and domineering, to consult ease 
rather than usefulness, to seek shallow pleasures rather 
than high culture. Ouly here and there do we find a 
Prescott using his riches to minister to intellectual 
achievements. Above all, is wealth, as a purely earthly 
possession, liable to make one a mere worldling, satisfied 
with this life, and indifferent to religion. Such perils 
we may be willing to encounter, but they show plainly 
that riches are not an unmixed advantage. 

But more, to make weaith lif.’s aim requires too great 
a sacrifice. There are other things of higher worth,— 
education, the joys of home, the esteem of friends, self- 
respect, a good conscience. But need one, in choosing 
wealth, resign these? He must at least be ready to, for 
often wealth is purchased only at such a price; and, if 
not ready, he chooses something else first, and wealth is 
but a secondary aim. But especially to make wealth the 
supreme choice is to rej-ct God and his salvation; it is 
to spend on itself a life that Gud desigaed as a prepara- 
tion for eternity. You remember the scene described so 
thrillingly by Mrs. Stowe, of the slave-mother whe, to 
escape her persecutors, with child in arms crossed the 
angry Ohio by leaping from one cake of ice to another. 
Now suppose she hsd found scattered on one of those 
whirling blocks of ice, and half frozen into it, a quantity 
of coin, and that she had stopped to pry it up and gather 
it into her hands, the madness of her conduct would 
have been no greater than those display who, in this 
raging flood of life, when their best efforts are needed to 
reach heaven’s shore, deliberately spend their time 
getting rich, Shall we choose wealth? No, certainly 
not this, 

2. Shall our choice, then, be honor? 

This is, on the whole, & purer advantage. It is a 
comfort to be held in esteem. A desire for esteem is ur:- 





blamable; and so, perhaps, is its outgrowth, that desire 
which reaches out beyond the circle of one’s immediate 
friends, and craves the approbation of the world. Such 
a public reputation, which is what we mean by honor, 
gives a man influence. It adds force to his words, and 
weight to his example. D ubtless its desire is a healthy 
stimulant to activity, and a powerfal restraint on wrong- 
doing. 

But the question is, Shall honor be the aim of life? 
Here, again, the answer is plain. We cannot eff rd it. 
Honor. in iteelf, is of secondary value. It may mean 
very little. A reputation is like a promissory note; we 
must know the character of its indorsers. What would 

ou care for the most flattering testimonials of pirates? 
if, then, the value of honor increases in proportion to 
the wisdom and goodness of those who bestow it, God’s 
esteem is worth he man and man’s is valuable only as 
it coincides with God’s. But, in speaking of honor as a 
supreme cheice, we mean honor with men, not with God ; 
in other words, fame. We mean a choice which, in seek- 
ing human approval, ignores God, and which, therefore. 
inevitably secures the disapprobation of Gud, and of 
those also who, as sympathizing with Gd, are the best 
and wisest, and most to be desired as friends, So he 
who makes honor the end of life is in a treadmill: every 
step forward carries him back whence he started. .. . 

3 Well, then, shall we choose power? 

This is what is meant by the phrase, “the life of thine 
enemies,” No man, unless great wrongs have lashed 
him into fury, chooses revenge as the object of his life. 
With an Oriental king, who desires to seat himself se- 
curely on his throne, to take the lifs of his enemies is 
too frequently the first act that follows his accession. 
Power, then, was what Solomon did not choose. 

Perbaps it is not strange that power should be gratify- 
ing. Weare by nature self willed, and power gives us 
our own way. Sometimes, too, it feeds our worst pas- 
sions. Through it we can work ill to those who harm 
us, and thus enjoy what an ancient Latin poet calls 
“the abject pleasure of an abject mind.” But there are 
also positive advantages in power which make it a legiti- 
mate object of desire. It protects against injury, it exe- 
cutes honorable and desirable plans; in fact, our useful- 
ness is gauged by it. 

Bat, as heretofore, we must distinguish the possession 
or the secondary desire of power from that paramount 
choice of power which bends every energy to secure it. 
The Ja‘ter is a sacrifice of all that is noble to a supremely 
selfish end. Nor is power in itself always such an ad- 
vantege. Its pursuit makes one, as the phraseclogy of 
the text indicates, 2 host of foes. One in power is in a 
dangerous position; enemies plot his ruin: if he falls, 
his elevation causes more serious ixjary. Then, too, his 
temptations are peculiar. Selfishness is likely to sway 
him, and does, if power is his supreme object. Pride 
festers within as he mounts from stage to stage. His 
head grows giddy as he rises; and many a man of wisé 
behavior in a subordinate position, when lified into au- 
thority loses self-control, and, like Ph ‘hon with his fiery 
steeds, works woe to all abou: him. 

Bat, above all, should we remember that if any choose 
power as the supreme object in life, and are exceptionally 
successful in its attainment, they never can have power 
approximating that of God. And yet a greater power 
than God’s is necessary to make its possession real and 
secure. What is power worth when God is more power- 
ful and God is yourenemy? And yet, to choose power 
as life’s supreme obj:ct, is to offend God and array his 
power against you... . 

4 Weill, we will not choose power; shall we choose 
long life? 

Men mainly desire this, doubtless, because of their 
dread of death. It is not that long life has in itself 
many attractions. A peaceful old age, to be sure, is 
beautiful; the quiet and submissive wailing on the 
river's bank, after a toilsome and faithful pilgrimage, 
instructive and healthful to beholders, Comforts gather 


y | round one’s declining days, in the opportunities of rest 


after labor, in the respect of neighbors, and the devotion 
of kindred. Said Dr. R 8. Storrs, just before his death, 
‘The happiest period of my life is my old age.” But 
these joys seldom follow from deliterate choice of lon 
life above all other advantages. They are the incidenta 
rewards of choosing something of more importance. 

And, on the other hand, when we consider what an 
old age may be, indeed what it necessarily is, there is in 
it very little which should make it our supreme choice, 
Life becomes in its last days a burden. The body, worn 
out, bears uneasily the weight of years. _The avenues of 
pleasure are largely closed. The five senses, like their 
master, are decrepit, and do his bidding feebly and de- 
fectively. The mind, like a flickering lamp, burns dimly 
and uncertainly. The aged man is comparatively alone 
in the world; old friends have long since gone; his life 
companion is laid away in the grave; a generation that 
knows not Joseph has come upon the stage. The pains 
ful consciousness at last dawns on him, unless the weak- 
ening of faculties kindly blinds his perception, that he 
has outlived his usefulness, and others are doing what 
he once did so well. There is, indeed, a blessing in 
living long enough to do one’s work in life, but it may 
rather require Coristian fortitude than furnish worldly 
joy to linger imactive and enfeebled on the shores of 
time. 

And long life, however long it may be, has some day 
anend. Death cannot be escaped at last. And when 
death comes, what has the choice of long life here done 
toward a preparation for the unending life hereatter. 
In fact, to choose long life as the supreme object of ¢ ffurt 
and desire on earth, is to turn from those toings which 
alone can fit us for eternity ; it is to wreck the future on 
the joys of the present. 

It would, then, be most unwise to choose for one’s su- 
preme end riches, or honor, or power, or long life. And, 





excepting the choice of wisdom, yet to be considered, 
these would appear to comprise in the main those choices 
which are most attractive to man. R'ches, as presented 
in the text, may stand for the varied forms of self-indul- 
gence which a man might choose; honor, for the gratifi- 
eation of prid»; power, for everything self-will and sel- 
fishness could crave; long life, for the fullest possession 
of worldly advantages. But none of these choices as 
supreme are desirable. What, then, shall the choice be? 

5, God’s commendation of Solomon shows us we must 
choose wisdom. 


THE TIMES OF SOLOMON. 
[From Stanley’s History of the Jewish Church.|] 

yao the third king of Israel, is as unlike either 

of his predecessors, as each of them is unlike the 
other. No person occupies so large a spacs in sacred 
history, of whom so few personal incidents are recited. 
That stately and melancholy figure—in some respects 
the grandest and the saddest in the sacred volume—is, 
in detail, little more than a mighty shadow. But on the 
other hand, of his age, of his court, of his works, we 
know more than of any other. Now, for the first time 
since the Exodus, we find distinct traces of dates—years, 
months, days. Now at the last we seem to come across 
monuments, which possibly remain to this day. Of the 
earlier ages of Jewish history, nothiog has lasted to our 
time except it be the sepulchres and wells,—works of 
nature rather than of men. But it is not beyond belief 
that the massive walls at the reservoirs near Bethlehem, 
the substractures of the temple at Jerusalem, and at 
Bsalbee, sre from the age of Solomon. Now also we 
come within cartain signs of contemporary history io 
the outer world. In the reign of Soomon we at last 
meet with an Eyptian sovereign, designated by his 
proper name—Shishak. And in his still-existing por- 
traiture on the walls of Karnac, we have thus the first 
distinct image of one who beyond question had commu- 
nicated with the chosen people. Now also the date to 
which we have attained, the thousandth year before the 
Christian era, brings us to a level with the well-known 
cla-sical history of Greece and Italy. 

But the epoch is remarkable not only for its distinct- 
ness, but for its splendor. It is characteristic indeed of 
the Jewish records that, clearly as Solomon’s greatness 
is portrayed at the time, it is rarely noticed in them 
again. Of all the characters of the sacred history, he is 
the most purely secular; and merely secular magnifi- 
cence was an excrescence, not a native growth, of the 
chosen people. Whilst Moses and David are often men- 
tioned again in the sacred books, Solomon’s name hardly 
occurs after the close of his reign. But his fame ran, as 
it were, underground amongst the traditions of his own 
people and of the E: wt generally. The Greek form which 
the Hebrew name of Solomon assumes is of itself a 
singular tribute to the lofty associations with which it 
was invested. “ Alexander,” the name of the greatest 
king of the Gentile world in Eastern ears, was in after 
days thought by the Jews to be the fitting Western ver- 
sion of the name of the greatest king of the Jewish 
world. “Alexander Bolas,’ “ Alexander Janr:eus,”— 
the Alexanders at the time of the Christian era,—are 
merely so.many Solomons. The same analogy spread 
even to the feminine name; and Alexandra, which hardly 
ever occurs in Grecian nomenclature, was a common 
Jewish, and hence has become a Christian name, from 
being held to be the equivalent of the Hebrew Salome. 
Ia the Mussulman stories his name has a still wider cir- 
culation. Suleyman (in its diminutive form of endear- 
ment—“ Little Solomon”) became the favorite title ot 
Arabian and Turkish princes, and the sense of his being 
the ideal and prototype of all great kings is shown in 
the strange belief that the forty sovereigas who ruled 
over the werld before the creation of man were all S pli- 
maps. Their history was recounted by the Bird of Agas, 
the Simorg. who had served them all; and their statues, 
monstrous Pre-Adamite forms, were supposed to exist in 
the mountains of Kaf, where a sacred shield descended 
from each to each. 

He is the true type of an Asiatic monarch. “ Europe,” 
says Hegel, ‘could never have had a Solomon.” But of 
the potentates of Asia, he is the one example with which 
Europe is most familiar. And, although bis secular as- 
pect has withdrawn him from the religious interest 
which attaches to many others of the Jewish saints and 
heroes, yet in this very circumstance there are points of 
attraction indispensable to the development of the sa- 
cred history. It enables us to study his reign more fully 
than is possible in the case of the more purely religious 
characters of the Bible. He is, in a still more exact 
sense than his father, “one of the great men of the 
earth,”’—and as such, we can deal with his history as we 
should with theirs. It thus serves as a connecting link 
between the common and the sacred world. To have 
bad many such characters in the Biblical history would 
have brought it down too near to the ordinary level. 
But to have one such is necessary to show that the in- 
terest which we inevitably feel in such events and such 
men has a place in the designs of Providence, and in the 
lessons of Revelation. In Solomon, to», we find the first 
beginnings of that wider view which ended ax last in the 
expansion of Jadaism into Caristianity. His reign con- 
tains the first historical record of the contact between 
Western Earope and Eastern India. In his fearless en- 
couragement of ecclesiastical architecture is the first 
sanction of the employment of art in the service of a true 
religion, In his writings and in the literature which 
springs from them, is the only Hebrew counterpart to 
the philosophy of Greece. For all theze ressons, there 
is in him a likeness, one-sided indeed, of “the son of 
David,” in whom East and West, philosophy and re- 
ligion, were reconciled together, 
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InsTEAD of 40 000 a week, as was printed in some of 
the reports from the General Assembly at Brooklyn, the 
weekly circulation of the Westminster lesson leaves is 
250 000, This is in addition to a circulation of 30,000 of 
the Westmins‘er Question Book for the year. 





A SALOON: KEEPER on the Connecticut seashore adver- 
tises 


LAM 
HOWDER, 


Oae of the lovers of the old paths, who lives near him, 
insists that that saloon-keeper has been to the modern 
Sunday-school and learned its blackboard methods. 





A COMPLIMENT is paid to the friends of total absti- 
nence in a resolution recently passed by the United States 
Brewers’ Association, declaring that “the self-styled 
temperance party have not relaxed their efforts” in the 
line of “casting odium upon the malt liquor business,” 
The association seems disposed to show the “more ex- 
cellent way” by pledging itself “to devote time, talent, 
and funds to expose the fallacies of teetotalism.” Bat 
will they quit drinking while they are “ devoting ”? 


Last Sunday was quite a field-day at Bethany Church 
and Sunday school in this city, Mr. Moody preached 
in the forenoon, on J:shua. Of couse the house was 
crowded. More than 2,800 persons were in the main 
audience room, and there was an overflow meeting of 
several hundred in the Sunday-school room. In the 
afternoon, at the prayer-meeting following the ordinary 
Sanday-school session, M ssrs, Hodder, of London, 
Firnie, of the Isle of Wight, Auderson, of Darlington, 
England, Olifton M. Nichols, of Springfield, Ohio, and 
other representative Christian workers bore a part in the 
exercises. In the evening Sir Oharles Reed, of London, 
and Mr, Firnie, of the Isle of Wight, made earnes! and 
timely addresses. 


So strong a hold has the International lesson plan on 
the popular heart, that any criticism made on it, or ques- 
tion ra'sed as to its wisdom and efficiency, arouses its 
champions by the score. In response to Dr, Eggleston’s 
“Unpopular Words” on this theme, recently published 
in our columns, communications have come in to us from 
every quarter, We gladly give a place this week to con- 
tributions from Dr. Van Doren, of California, and H»pe 
Ledyard, of New Jersey, in hearty commendation of the 
International lesson system, while we reprint from The 
Sunday School Journal an article by Mrs. Orafts, of Mas- 
sachusetts, showing the adaptation of these lessons to the 
primary-class, A correspondent from Kentucky has this 
to say further: 

A finer generalization than that of Dr. Eggieston’sin the 
progress of both philosophy and truth is: ‘* Essential unity 
(or uniformity) combined with endless variety.” This gene- 
ralization has also the merit of correctness. 


Tr is significant that the clergy of the Church of Eag- 
land are moving for further restriction of trade in intoxi- 
cating liquors. Oat of twenty thousand c'ergymen, to 
have nearly eight thousand, including eleven bishops, 
and nearly four hundred lower officers of the church, sign 
a memorial to this effsct is extremely gratitying. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, to whom this memorial was 
presented, assured the deputation bringing it, that no 
one could be more alive to the growirg evils of intem- 
perance than the bishops, and that they had been taking 
an active, not to say leading, part in calling the attention 





of the public to some reasonable and wise mode of deal- 
ing with the subject. The English clergy have not 
always been understood to be actively on the side of tem- 
perance, certainly not of abstinence, and when a body of 
men 80 conservative and influential takes hold of the mat- 
ter in this way, it is likely that good will come of it. It 
is to be hoped that the ministers of every name in America 
will not be less interested than the English clergymen in 
this important subject. Total abstinence is the only safe 
rule for clergymen, as it is for laymen. What can a wine- 
drinking clergyman here or abroad say about restraining 
the sale of intoxicating liquors, or indeed say about the 
drinking question at all, that will have any influence? 


Youne Dr. Tyng remarked in his meeting a few even- 
ings since, that there was a wonderful religious interest 
in the families of his parish, and that there had been 
scarcely an hour in the day in which he had not been 
conversing with inquirers. Such intelligencs must be 
highly gratifying to Messrs, Moody and Sankey and their 
friends, who were as much concerned for the after fraita as 
about any ingathering for the time being. Dr. Tyng has 
not suffered the interest to flag for a moment in his 
filld, and now he arranges to have a gorpel tent 
near Sixth Avenue and Thirty-fourth Street, which will 
be large enough to hold a congregation of nearly three 
thousand people. It is said that the Rev. Mr. Rainsford, 
an English clergyman, is to assist him, and we can 
easily imagine how the services will be conducted, 
from the fact that in Dr. Tyng’s week-day meetings there 
has been little deviation from the methods employed by 
the evangelists at the Hippodrome. There will doubt- 
less be all sorts of comment about such “ irregularities,” 
but a man who has worked as Dr. Tyng has all winter, 
and who, instead of going on a summer vacation, is ar- 
ranging to preach the gospel all through the heated 
term, should surely have the credit of sincerity and zeal, 
even if any think his work is not according to knowledge. 


AN utter lack of the hearty, happy spirit and full 
Christian joy observable among teachers when regularly 
convened for weekly lesson study may be noted in the 
farewell gatherings now being called in large cities for 
speaking the summer-vacation good byes. Unmistak- 
able sadness fills every true teacher’s heart, and is read 
in every honest eye. It is not exactly the sort of sad- 
ness, either, that one contemplating a self-enforced ab- 
sence from home would feel upon leaving his friends to 
become a missionary for the truth in foreign lands. It 
is more like the half repentant sorrow of a boy who has 
made up his mind to “play hookey,” and tear himself 
away from his companions in the school-room, (much as 
he loves them,) for the pleasures of green fields, mossy 
banks, and fiying clouds; and who, moreover, aids in 
nailing up the school- house door before he starts, so that 
other scholars may not be in school while he is away. 
To be sure it isn’t just the thing to do, but then he is 
coming back, you know; and it is so hot in the school- 
room, and it is the very best time of the year for trout, 
and it wouldn’t amount to muchif he should stay to 
attend to his duties in such weather, and then he 
doesn’t feel very well himself ; and of course if he must 
be away, it wouldn’t look well to see others there ; so the 
best way is to have no school for the next few weeks 
It may be noticed that the school boy of vacation ten- 
dencies doesn’t always bid his teacher a formal adieu 
before entering upon his brief pereguiaations, and, what- 
ever they may say to each other, we have not yet found 
in these farewell gatherings any Sunday-school workers 
who are willing to bid good bye to their Great Teacher 
because they are “going into the country to-morrow.” 


Ir is plain that the pressure of the rum and the rail- 
road interests is still determined and severe in favor of 
the Sunday opening ot the Oentennial Exhibition. Nor 
is the danger from this pressure yet passed. A promi- 
nent advocate of the Sunday opening recently declared 
that of his personal knowledge several members of the 
Centennial Commission voted for the Sanday closing only 
that they might thereby secure the support of desired 
exhibitors, who would have nothing to do with the Ex- 
hibition if they supposed the gates were to be open on 
Sundays. He added, that those men were now ready to 
vote for the opening, because the exhibitors once in 
would not be allowed to withdraw, however much they 
desired to do so. He admitted that such members of the 
Commission would act most dishonorably in thus deceiv- 
ing conscientious exhibitors, but he was sure of the 
correctness of the facts he stated. The talk about 
sympathy with the laboring man as prompting the desire 
for the Sunday opening has, from the beginning, been 
only as a cover to the real motive. The railroad com- 





panies want to run Sunday excursion trains, and bring 
in the godless crowds from other cities which are always 
sure to fill such trains. The rumsellers inside the Exhi- 
bition gates want to do an extra business on Sundays 
supplying liquors to the excursionists. The workingmen 
as a class do not want the Sunday opening. They would 
not attend the Exhibition on that day if admission were 
possible, When the gates were kept open on a recent 
Saturday evening, to meet the asserted want of the work- 
ing classes, it was found that only about one thousand 
paying persons passed the gates in the last four hours of 
the day and evening. Yet some five thousand persons 
must remain at their posts to accommodate ofe-fifth of 
that number coming in from outside, Workingmen have 
no difficulty in these days in attending the Exhibition at 
reasonable hours. The Exhibition would be open, if at 
all, on Sundays, to accommodate grasping money-seekers. 
It cannot now be opened on that day except through the 
dishonorable conduct of men who would violate every 
principle of fair and honest dealing by consenting to a 
change of their decision in favor of Sunday-closing, 
which was made the basis of every contract with exhibit- 
ors and with the general public. 





TOO MANY SPEAKERS. 


OW many speakers are enough for an ordinary 
Sunday-school anniversary, or a special children’s 
meetirg? It is common to have from two to four on the 
list, Ought there to be more? Ox would it be wise to 
have less ? 

Two teachers would manifestly be out of place, at the 
same time, in a Sanday-school class. Two preachers in 
the same pulpit would be an oversupply for any church 
at a single service. Why is there need of a larger number 
of speakers at a children’s service than of teachers in a 
clsss, or of preachers in a pulpit? 

Once thing is very sure, a great many Sunday: school 
anniversaries and other gatherings of children are made 
worthless, or are sadly injared, by their prolonged exer- 
cises, and the excess of speech-making. The children 
saffer, their friends suffer, the speakers suffer, the school 
suffers, the Sunday-school cause suffers. Indeed the 
commonness; of this fault reflacts most unpleasantly to- 
day on Sanday-school workers 9s a class. 

It is by no means fair to invite a man to deliver an 
address at an anniversary and then put in two or three 
other speakers before him, so that he cannot in con- 
science occupy any time, and the audience cannot in 
patience listen to him. A prominent clergyman was in- 
duced by continued urging to be absent from his pas- 
toral charge on a certain Sunday to address an anniver- 
sary gathering in a city more tham two hundred miles 
from his home. When the day arrived, the afternoon of 
a hot Sunday was occupied with reports and talks, until 
more than an hour and a half had passed, before the 
clergyman was called on to speak. By that time the en- 
tire assembly was too hot and too weary to listen to ad- 
vantage to anything that might be said, and the whole 
affair was a practical failure. Again, a lay worker was 
invited to visit a Sunday-school and make the principal 
address at another anniversary. KR -aching the place he 
found his address announced as the fifty-first exercise on 
the programme. In another place, on the occasion of a 
Sunday evening’s childrens’ service, a clergyman was 
induced to come two miles to take a part in the exercises, 
but as three speakers were on the list before him, b»d- 
time arrived before the preliminary speaking was out of 
the way, and he did not attempt an address. And these 
are but a few illustrations of experiences by no means 
uncommon. 

One reason for announcing so many speakers at sach 
times is undoubtedly that an attractive programme may 
be made out. It is hoped that one man will “draw” 
a certain class, and another man another class. But 
what is the use of gathering a crowd unless you can 
benefit those who are gathered? There is rarely any 
unity of thought or of impression in a Sunday service 
where several speakers maks address:s. Many a service 
which would have been impressive is rendered compara- 
tively useless, or positively injurious, by its surplus of 
speakers. Where one man would have spoken to advan- 
tage, or two might have done fair service, three or four 
have annoyed each other and tired out the audience, and 
made the entire meeting a failure. 

If the men called on are good speakers they ought to 
have a fair chance to say their say to the audience, 
without being overcramped for time or crowded out of 
all place. If om the other hand they are not good 
speakers, there is no excuse for giving them any part in 
the service, and it is unfair to ask the audience to sit 
and listen to them. As a.rule, the more speakers at an 
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anniversary occasion, the poorer the meeting, and the 
less good to be hoped from it. If, however, three or four 
speakers are a necessity, the better way will be to have 
them all speak at once, so that the nuisance shall be done 
with in the shortest time possible. 





MR. MOODY’S TRADUCERS. 


R. MOODY never asks if an expression ef his 
honest opinions will please his friends—or his ene- 
mies, He says what he thinks needs saying, let it strike 
where it will. While wine-drinking clergymen were 
about him on an English platform, he blurted out his 
conviction that every Christian ought to be a total ab- 
stainer. While the smell of tobacco was in the beards 
and clothing of some of his smoking-hot supporters at 
the “epot meetings in Philadelphia, he let his disgust of 
tobacco using be made known to all men. It mattered 
not to him while at the Hippodrome in New York, who 
wrote for, or who read The New York Ledger. He did 
not scruple to express his opinion of its influence, as 
pernicious. As a consequence of this fearless frankness 
on Mr, Moody’« part, he has more or less opposition to 
encounter fr: m wine-drinkers and tobacco-users; and 
there is no lack of effort to villify him in the columns of 
The New York Ledger. 

We should not feel justified in calling attention to the 
assaults on Mr. Moody in such a paper, except for the 
new prominence given in its columns to specific mis- 
statements concerning his spirit and.conduct. In a recent 
number of The New York Ledger a current statement that 
“Me. Moody was given a purse of $1,500 during his stay 
in Augusta, Ga,” is made the occasion of an editorial on 
“The money motive in revivals,’ in which Moody is 
spoken of as “the reputed driver of sharp bargains in 
Chicago, where he traded in boots and shoes,” and as an 
evangelist who has been “ drumming for contributions,” 
until the clergy “‘ seem to be turning the cold shoulder 
on him.” 

The truth is, that the amount given to Mr. Moody at 
Augusta, Ga., was not $1 500; nor $150; nor yet $15. 
It was not even $1.50. He did not have any present 
made to him there. In all his southern tour, Mr Moody 
paid his own expenses and received nothing for his ser- 
vices. The other statements in The Ledger concerning 
Mr. Moody's seeking and getting money during his 
sojourn in New York have no more real foundation in 
fact than the baseless story from Augusta. Indeed the 
‘Hints to inventors,” from the pen of the Rev. Dr. John 
Hall, which appears in a parallel column with the flings 
at Mr. Moody, might fairly be understood as a word of 
waraing to the editor of The Ledger as an “ inventor” cf 
modes of defaming the Christian evangelist who dares 
to spesk plainly of the influence of that paper wherever 
it circulates. 

Of course the editors of Zhe New York Ledger insist 
that they believe in old-fashioned revivals. They have 
no inducement to defame Whitefield or Nettleton ; for 
those evangelists had nothing to say sgainst The New York 
Ledger, These editors would subscribe for a monument 
to any of the former prophets, while stoning those who are 
newly sent to the field of their circulation. Uatil Mr. 
Moody will change his opinion of their paper, or will 
consent to keep his mouth closed about it, he may count 
confidently on their hostility—a hostility that is-of im- 
portance only because of the circulation of their paper 
among the unevangelized masses whom Mr. Moody is so 
intent on reaching. 

To all fair and intelligent observers it is clear, that no 
modern evangelist has kept himself so scrupulously free 
from any reality or appearance of money-making, as has 
Mr. Moody. While he might have made money by 
thousands of dollars, he has refused to connect himself 
with any scheme for money-making, and has declined to 
receive large sums of money tendered to him as gifts, 
He will not have his photograph taken lest he should 
seem to connive at its peddling. He has tried to stop the 
writing or selling of any biography of himself. While 
offered $500 a night if he would go on to the lecture 
platform, he lectured at the Hippodrome in New York 
day and evening for ten consecutive weeks, and for all 
the time and strength thus expended he would consent 
to take only $300 from the large sums of money freely 
tendered by generous friends there, 

When the proposal was made by some of Mr. Moody’s 
friends in Philadelphia to give him the means to pur- 
chase a house as a home for his family, he resolutely re- 
fused to accept such a present. The royalty on the 
Moody and Sankey hymn-books amounted to something 
like $30 000 in Great Britain, and it has already reached 
more than $40 000 in this country. All this money fairly 
belonged to the two evangelists. But both of them have 





declined to use any portion of this money. It all goes 
in trust to Messrs. George H. Stuart, William E. Dodge, 
and J. V. Farwell, who distribute it in religious charities. 
Neither Mr. Moody nor Mr. Sankey receives any share 
of it. 

It is in view of this record of his unselfishness, and his 
scrupulous care to avoid even the appearance of money- 
seeking, that Mr. Moody is decried as “drumming for 
contributions”—decried in a paper whose course in this 
thing makes only more clear the correctness of Mr. 
Moody’s judgment in deeming its inflaence most unde- 
sirable in the community. 





A DUTY OF PARENTS. 


ET parents by all means take an interest in what 
their children are taught in the Sunday-school. 
Who are their teachers? What is their method of instruc- 
tion ? Where are the lessons ? How are the children learn- 
ing them? What profit are they receiving from them? 
These and ascore of kindred matters ought to be faith- 
fully inquired into. This is one way of helping the 
teachers, and of breaking up that indifference which is 
often such an obstacle in the way of their doing any 
good. Teachers cannot do every thing. We blame 
them sometimes because their scholars are careless and 
unteachable; but what if the latter only show out the 
spirit of careless, unteachable parents? A teacher in 
the public schools once assured the writer that she could 
always tell which of her scholars had been neglected in 
the matter of family government. The same not only 
appears in the mischievous, unruly members of the Sun- 
day-school, but it is easy to tell what scholars have had 
no advantage of Christian nurture in the household. 
This is the fruitful source of that large class of care- 
less, inattentive scholars who seem to get little good even 
from “line upon line” and “precept upon precept.” 
Why should children be esger to learn what does not 
even excite sufficient interest in their parents to call out 
a word of conversation, or prompt inquiry of any sort 
at home? 

Now children asa rule love to talk about their les- 
sons, and their interest in them is in proportion to the 
interest in them of their parents. ‘“ Why don’t you ever 
speak to me about my studies?” asked a little girl of her 
father, referring to her studies in the day-achool. “ You 
ask my brother every day whether his lessons were per- 
fect; whether he got a failure ora half failure; whether 
this month he is likely to get on the roll of honor, and 
what is his standing in the class; but about my lessons 
you never say a word. Why should I take interest in 
my lessons since you never do?” Now that wasa rebuke! 
The trouble of which complaint was here made arose 
from no partiality, but from the father’s caring more for 
the boy’s standing in arithmetic than the girl’s standing 
in music, when indeed he ought to have interested him- 
self in everytiaing which concerned both children’s edu- 
cation. And good teachers so well understand the effect 
of parental interest in children’s studies that they always 
wish parents to visit their schools, and stimulate the in- 
terest of their pupils. How much more should parents 
wish to know whether their children are becoming ac- 
quainted with God’s word, and learning anything as they 
ought to know. Here are truths of the highest moment, 
and which lie at the foundation of character and educa 
tion; truths concerning God and duty, sin and repen- 
tance, obedience and love, this world and the next. Is 
it too much to ask that parents take the pains to know 
whether their children are learning them or neglecting 
them; whether their teachers take interest in the chil- 
dren, and the children in their teachers; and whether 
they are likely to stand on Christ’s roll of honor, or be 
included in the devil’s catalogue of truants and idlers? 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


—_——-- <> > 

A. McCLEAN, of Toledo, Ohio, has prepared a 

e card for use by teachers in reaching sbsentees from 

the Sunday-school. Upon one side is a familiar hymn. 
Upon the other is this form, which speaks for itself: 
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“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.’— : 
Heb. 10: 25. ; 


IE: aos dknncbbcangnscsbnspatenaxatinieninsiereaiotewaibiaaeiannh . 


We were sorry to miss you from your class on the 
inst. We presume you had a good excuse. 


Our next lesson is 


Prererrrrrrrrririiiitiitiiiiiitiiiiiih itr tit tii 


We shall hope to have your help and counte- 
nance in its study. : 


PITTITITITITITI LLL 





At the recent anniversary of the Tabor Presbyterian 
Sunday School, in Philadelphia, the lesson of the evening 
was the work of the Holy Spirit in human hearts. After 
an appropriate introduction, Gal. 5:19 21; Rom, 1: 29- 
81, were read, as disclosing the true condition of the 
natural heart. The figure of a heart, nine feet in height, 
and black in color, was displayed before the school, In 
large red letters there were inscribed upon it: Deceit, 
Contempt, Impiety, Hate, Cruelty, and other attributes 
of an evil nature. To illustrate the work of the Holy 
Spirit in cleansing a human heart of such qualities, one 
after another of these words was removed, revealing in 
ivy-green letters upon a white ground, words denoting 
the opposite qualities, such as: Hope, Honesty, Peace, 
Love, Faith, Joy. The change of words was «iff. cted 
thus: The figure of the heart was of wood, painted 
white, and the last-named words were lettered upon it. 
Sections of tin, painted black, each lettered with a word, 
the opposite of that which it was intended to cover, 
were fitted over the entire heart. As the change pro- 
gressed by a removal of the several sections, an illustra- 
tive lecture was given, in which Scripture and anecdote 
illustrated and enforced the truths set forth. Althcugh 
this method of illustration is by no means new, the idea 
will please many, and improvements upon this applica- 
tion of it may easily be secured. 


Methods with young converts are receiving careful 
scanning in these days of revival. And it is a good sign 
that this is the case. The Sunday-school teacher is sadly 
deficient, who thinks that when all of his scholars are con- 
verted his principal work for them is accomplished. When 
they are converted they need wise training. In prepara- 
tion for a recent series of Sunday-school institutes, in 
Hudson County, N. J., the president of the county associa- 
tion, Mr. R RK. Green, wrote to a number of distinguished 
clergymen for their opinions upon this subject. Among 
those thus enquired of, were the Rav. Drs. Ormiston, 
Virgin, Sabine, Tyng, Jr., Hepworth, and Armitage. 
From the answers received the following points are note- 
worthy : 

The evidences of conversion in children are simple 
and easily discerned. Childhood is too innocent to feign 
to be what it is not. 

Ascertain the exact conceptions they have of the true 
principles of a religious life. Where they are in error 
correct and enlighten them. 

Have them place implicit reliance in Ohrist; keep 
them ever near the cross. 

Teach them the Scriptures. 

Encourage them in the habit of studying the Scrip- 
tures, 

Drill them in the Scriptures. 

Teach them thoroughly the doctrines of the church to 
which they belong. 

Furnish them with reading that contains hints to 
young converts, and rules of holy living. 

Retain young disciples, if practicable, in the church 
in which they were converted. 

Do not plaee your converts under the charge of glum 
or bypercritical church members. 

Do not place them under charge of young or inexpe- 
rienced Christians. 

Avoid flattering them for their good deeds. 

O.mmend them kindly. Recognition gives stimulus 
to childhood. 

Deal with them considerately, allowing in all charity 
for their inexperience and thoughtlessness, 

Never censure them harshly for their slips and delin- 
quencies. Szlect the brother or sister, the most genial 
and Ohristlike, and let him or her rebuke them, mildly, 
in private. The pastor is well qualified for this duty. 

Have them hold frequent prayer meetings among 
themselves under the supervision of experienced and 
faithful Christians who have leve for children, and tact 
to manage them. 

Have the pastor frequently meet them in his study, 
and in an informal social manner instruct them in Chris- 
tian duties and work. 

Encourage them to attend all the services of the 
church, 

Eacourage them to maintain diligently habits of devo- 
tion at home, 

Get them into the habit of praying and yearning for 
the salvation of others. 

Urge them, with great consideration, to give testimony 
for Jesus in public, but not to recite their experiences. 

Train them to Christian work. Plan out such work as 
is best suited to their capacities. Have them from the 
beginning to feel that service to Jesus means work. Or- 
ganize them in little temperance, missionary, or working 
bands of any sort, Uvtilize their youthful ardor. 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


(Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normsl-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—wil) 
be thankfully received.) 





CONVENTION CALENDAR. 
Vermont, State, at St. Albans -October 10-12, 1876. 
New Jersey, State, at Salem November 14-16, 1876. 
New Hampshire, State, at LACOnia.........scccccesseerees December 4-6, 1876, 








Conference, at Sea Grove, N. J Jnne 25, July 2, 1876. 
Assembly of the North west, at Clear Lake, Iowsa...June 27-July 5, 1876, 
Parliament, at Wells's Island, 8t. Lawrence River......July 18-26, 1876. 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J......+-+se00-+.J aly 22-80, 1876, 
Ohautanqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y.....++++...Amgust 1-15, 1876, 





NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Obristian Association, Led by the Rev. Principal Cavan, of Knox 
College. 

Boston, Union Moeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 86 Brom- 
field Street. every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
8 p.M., in the Y. M. 0. A, Hall, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Y. M. 0. A. 
Hall, every Saturday at 4 p.m. Led during June by Andrew 
A. Smith, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and Angust. 

Elizabeth, N. J., Union Primary Teachers’-class, every Thursday, at 
4p.m., atthe Y. M. C, A, Hall. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Leason Study, every Saturday at 
noon; also, every Thursday evening; both at the Y. M. 0, A. Hall, 
No. 1210 Chestnut Street. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A Rooms, No. 83 Fifth Avenue. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4P.m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. ~ 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Pil- 
grim Congregational Church. Led by the Rev. Dr. J. G. Reaser. 

8t. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congrega- 
tional church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon, 


Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Association (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M. 0. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 





CONNECTICUT STATE CONVENTION. 
REPORTED BY “ ARROWSMITH.” 


UR Connecticut State Convention is always so rich 

a feast that after each one we are inclined to say, 

It has been the best we ever had. I might occupy 
a column in general remarks about the enthusiasm, the 
warmth of feeling, the spiritual power of the convention 
just closed, but it would be only what might have been 
said of each of its predecessors. It can safely be said, 
however, that this last convention has never been ex- 
ceeded in these qualities in our state. It owed much to 
the fact that it was held in a small place, the population 
of Winsted being under 5,000. The effort to prepare for 
it in such a community demanded and received the co- 
operation of nearly every man, woman, and child in the 
place, and thus their warm interest in the convention 
itself was secured, and the gaining of this local interest 
is half the battle in getting up a good convention. The 
attendance of delegates was not quite so large as it has 
once or twice been in a more central place. About five 
hundred were present, besides those from towns immedi- 
ately adjoining, who did not report themselves for enter- 
tainment. The sessions of the convention were held in 
Music Hall, which accommodates about twelve hundred 
persons. The convention was called to order by the 
chairman of the State Oentral Committee, who nomi- 
nated officers for the permanent organization of the con- 


vention, as follows: John E. Searles, Jr., of New Haven, ’ 


president, a vice-president from each county, and two 
secretaries, L. W. Parish and O. B. Willis, all of whom 
were unanimously approved, On taking the chair, Mr. 
Searles called attention to the marked progress of the 
Sunday-school work in the state in the last two years, as 
evinced in its increased efficiency and the higher esteem 
in which it is held in the homes and the churches. This 
brings greater responsibility, and should incite us to new 
prayerfulness for the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

An interesting feature of the opening session was a 
praise service of about a balf hour in length. It con- 
sisted of responsive Scriptural readings, with frequent 
verses of song, the whole conducted in accordance with 





a neatly printed programme. The music at this session, 
and on the following evening, was conducted by the 
Winsted Choral Union. The address of the evening was 
by Dr. Vincent, on “How the Word of God Came,” I 
give you here a brief outline of this address: 


The infinite God can reveal himself to finite man. We 
may not comprehend him, but we can apprehend him. We 
cannot look at the sun, but we can live in its light and 
warmth. God who dweélleth in light unapproachable, the 
Infinite, the Unknowable, may be known by man, so as to be- 
come his friend, his Almighty Saviour. How has God made 
himself known? There are many ways in which he might 
have done this. He might have revealed himself through 
nature, as to some extent he has done. Had we no other 
revelation of him, we might learn a great deal about him in 
this way. An Indian trains his powers of observation so 
that the trail of a night traveler will tell him more things in 
the morning than we should suppose possible. So we might 
have trained our powers till we could learn a great deal 
about God from his many foot-marks. Or, God might have 
given us a special faculty through which we could discern 
him, and by means of which his will would be made known 
to us as fast as we needed to know it. I am glad he has not 
chosen this way of making himself known, for I find that 
men prize more highly, and make a better use of, what they 
have to work to obtain. For the same reason I am glad that 
he has not chosen to make himself known by miraculous ap- 
pearances, or by angelic visitations. Another way in which 
he might have revealed himself is by the preparation in 
heaven of a supernatural book, whose very typography 
should be celestial, and which should be distributed broad- 
cast throughout the world. But he did not choose so to do, 
and I am glad he did not. I rejoice that he has taken just 
the way he has, that he has come down into this world, and 
worked out a history here through human instrumentalities, 
which is a history of man, and yet which has a divine ele- 
ment in it. Men worshiped nature. He showed them, as 
in Egypt, that there was something higher than nature. He 
chose a nation out from among the nations of the earth and 
used it for hundreds of years for his own purposes of pre- 
paration of the kingdom of God upon earth. Then he let 
that history be put into a book by inspired men, men not of 
common mould and character, but great men, who lived 
near to himself, and who could think his great thoughts and 
read his mighty designs in the events they recorded. 

Not a book first. First the history, then the book. If 
God gives men a book several things will certainly be true 
of it. (1.) It will carry internal evidence of truthfulness. 
(2.) It will last; he will not occupy four thousand years in 
preparing it to have it destroyed within the bounds of some 
century. (3.) It will have unity from beginning to end. It 
may be a thousand years in writing, and be the work of forty 
men, but it will be one book. (4.) It will have variety in it. 
Nature teaches us to look for that. And if it is history, it 
will naturally have geography, chronology, biography. It 
will give us life-histories of men worthy to be emulated. 
For his great operations in the world God chooges great 
men. Joseph and Moses were born to be the giants they 
became under his guidance. (5.) It will have poetry in it. 
The God whose stars smile on us to-night, whose flowers fill 
the air with fragrance, whose hand formed these hills and 
gave the mountain streams their course will put poetry in 
his book. (6.) It will have prophecy in it. The men who 
sit down to write under the guidance of the Holy Ghost will 
have flashes of light thrown in their minds on the great 
problem of futurity; and they will set down things which 
they themselves do not fully understand, foregleams of the 
end of the things which form the burden of their sacred task. 
(7.) It will interweave with its very substance hints and 
suggestions about God and heaven, direct teachings on those 
things which we are to learn mostly indirectly through the 
experience of the world as embodied in the history. (8) 
The God who buries the gold under the ground and sinks 
pearls in the depths of the sea, will not spread the riches of 
his truth on the surface. His book will require and repay 
study. It will yield constantly increasing stores of treasure 
to those who dive and delve deep. 

Such a book we find in the Bible. The contents of this 
book harmonize with its claims, with the teachings of nature, 
with the secular history of the world. Best of all, the book 
has convincing power and proves itself true by fitting into 
the nature and experience of the race. Jesus has power 
over the hearts of men, because they find in him what they 
need. What higher proof can we have or desire. 

In conclusion, see the thoroughness with which God works. 
He takes time. He is not impatient. Again, observe that 
the words of the Bible are words about deeds. Jesus said 
to John’s disciples, What do you see and hear? The best 


teacher is the best liver. The best commentator I ever knew 
was my mother. ’ 


Dr. Vincent’s address occupied a full hour, but held 
the closest attention of the audience to the close. His 
theme was a grand one grandly treated, and many of his 


words will be seed-thoughts in the hearts of those who 
heard him, 





WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 


The forenoon was mainly devoted to the reports of the 
State Central Committee on the work in the past two 
years, followed by a discussion of the work to be done. 
The report of the statistical secretary was fall and well 
presented, showing the hard fact that there are still 50,- 
000 school children in the state who are not in any Sun- 
day-echool. A committee was appointed to propose to 
the convention some plan for reaching these who are as 
heathen in our midst, Later in the convention this com- 
mittee recommended a plan of township organization 
for this purpose, and the subject was left to the county 
committees to do the best they can with. The report of 
the chairman of the State Central Committee showed 
that in two years there have been forty-seven local con- 
ventions or institutes held in the state. The treasurer’s 
report exhibited a healthy state of the finances. Our 
state work requires an expenditure of about $400 per 
year, which is now raised without difficulty by systematic 
contributions from the schools, 

The last half hour of this session was occupied in a 
normal exercise on the “True Theory of the Sunday- 
school,” conducted by Mr. Searles. I must not attempt 
to give any sketch of it, but can at least say this much: 
that it was an admirable presentation of what the Sun- 
day-school is not, and of what it should be, based on the 
Bible-teachings on the point. 

Wednesday afternoon Rev. Geo. F. Pentecost, D.D., of 
Boston (whose name on the programmes was accepted as 
a happy omen for the convention), conducted a strikingly 
beautiful and forcible Bible-reading, taking as the sub- 
ject, “Exodus, the Book of Rademption.” The analogy 
between the history of the redemption of God’s people 
feom bondage, and the history of the deliverance of a 
soul from the bondage of sin was most clearly drawn; 
and this exercise cannot fail to do teachers great good 
by showing to what an extent the Old Testament history 
may be made to tell the same story as the gospel, “ the 
old, old story, of Jesus and his love.” 

Dr, Vincent followed with an address on “‘ The Prepa- 
ration of the Superintendent.” The two things he insis- 
ted on most strongly, were the need of thorough Bible- 
study on the part of the supsrintendent, and the value 
of carefully prepared reviews. Uader the first head he 
urged superintendents to make a “hobby” of the study 
of the Bible, to keep ahead of all the teachers, and so 
incite them. Hecriticised much of the reviewing which 
is done, and demanded sharp, clear-cut, intelligent, and 
systematic work in this department. 

Dr, Pentecost was again called to the platform to speak 
of “The Teacher’s Preparation.” He too spoke of the 
need of more thorough Bible-study, and made an elo- 
quemt and powerful personal appeal to teachers to fill 
themselves more full of the word of God, and give them- 
selves more unreservedly to the work of searching the 
deep things of the truth. An earnest and touching address 
on “The Teacher’s Pastoral Work’ by the Rev. 8. R. 
Dennen, of New Haven, and a few words of greeting 
from Brother Firnie, of the Isle of Wight, to which the 
convention warmly responded, closed the afternoon ses- 
8100, 

Wednesday evening was set apart to a memorial ser- 
vice of our departed and honored brother and leader, 
Hon. Henry P. Haven. The services consisted of ap- 
propriate readings from the Scriptures and verses of 
song, the whole following a memorial programme taste- 
fully arranged by Mr. Frank A, Ferris, of New York, 
who was formerly one of our Connecticut workers. A 
memorial address by the Rev. H. Clay Trumbull fol- 
lowed. From his long intimacy with Mr. Haven, he 
was the right man to speak of him, anda few words 
were added by Dr, Vincent upon Mr. Haven as a member 
of the International Lssson Committee. I will not at- 
tempt to give an outline even of Mr. Trumbull’s address, 
as it is hoped we shall have it in printed form, and I 
must not trespass much further on your space. 





THURSDAY, JUNE 8. 


The first business attended to on Thursday was the ap- 
pointment of the county and state committees for the 
next two years. After this Dr. Vincent-gave a lecture 
on “Normal-class work,” following it with a specimen 
normal-class lesson. He succeeded in establishing com- 
pletely the utility of normal-classes, and their absolute 
necessity to a well-ordered school, and it can hardly be 
but that more will be done among us in this line than 
has been done before. The lesson for the next Sunday 
was then taught by Mr. Ferris, as he would do it in an 
ordinary teachers’. meeting. 

Thursday afternoon the closing session of the conven- 
tion was opened with a talk on ‘ The Teachers’-meet- 
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ing,” by Mr. Searles, in which he made strong points on 
the necessity and practical value of this kind of prepa- 
ration for work. 

Some time was occupied with necessary business and 
the passage of resolutions, among which was the fol- 
lowing, a copy of which was ordered sent to the Centen- 
nial Commission. Resolved, That this convention heartily 
rejoices in the action of the Commissioners of the Oen- 
tennial Exhibition in closing the doors and gates thereof 
on the Lord’s Day, and hereby expresses its earnest hope 
that such action may stand till the end. 

The last half hour of the convention was spent in a 
“ Review,” in which some thirty of the delegates told 
what they had gotten from the meeting to carry home with 
them. It was evident that there would be a great 
accession of zeal and earnestness, as well as of intelligent 
progressiveness to our Sunday-school work, as the result 
of the gathering. 





NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION. 


HE twenty-first annual convention of the New York 
State Sunday School Association, convened at Utica, 
on Tuesday sf «:noon, June 6. The attendance of dele- 
gates was very large. Judge Edwards, president of the 
Association, occupied the chair and called the conven- 
tion to order. From the Utica Morning Herald, the fol- 
lowing report is condensed. The proceedings of Tues 
day comprised reports from counties, the work of organi- 
zation, and fitting religious exercises, including a Bible 
reading service, conducted by B. F. Jacobs, of Illinois. 
On Wednesday morning officers were elected for the en- 
suing year, including as president, Edward E. Sill, of 
Buffalo ; six vice-presidents ; and John R. Morris, Brook- 
lyn, first secretary. The Rev. Dr. Rufus W. Clark, of 
Albany, followed with an address on, “Our Centennial : 
the past, present, and future of the Sunday-school work.” 
The speaker traced the growth of the work through the 
past; looked upon it in the present ; forecast its future ; 
and closed as follows: 

The Sunday-school has become the greatest theologieal 
seminary in Christendom. The scholars are fitted for all 
kinds of missionary work. Mr. Moody stepped from the 
Sunday-school platform to the Christian church and wielded 
a very powerful influence. I see here a theological seminary 
capable of indefinite enlargement. It needs no keen pro- 
phetic eye to discover that this work is to develop new use- 
fulness. We have everything to hope. We look to the 
Sabbath-echool as one of the chief means to perpetuate our 
civil rights and institutions. What we celebrate this year, 
has come from the Christian ideas of government of our 
fathers ; remove these, and the fabric falls. It is not agricul- 
ture or art that perpetuates our institutions. In Philadel- 
phia, to-day, we have effects; here we have causes, which are 
grander. If the Bible is cast out of the public schools; if 
Christian families neglect to keep the Sabbath, we shall not 
eelebrate another centennial. God is marshaling his forces 
for greater things in the future. Our Sunday-school conven- 
tions are evangelical unions, where denominational differ- 
ences are forgotten, and we recognize but one Lord.. This 
unity will prepare us for the unity of the first-born in heaven. 
At the last great day all denominations will come to the 
door of heaven, but as the trumpet sounds, the distinctive 
denominational banners will be left outside, and all will enter 
to enjoy life everlasting. 

County and town organizations were discussed very 
fully. Upon this subject Judge Harmon said: 

Organization! Why the devil has organized as the world 
never before knew, and shall not Christ’s forces organize to 
counteract his work? We must have the life of Christ; we 
become wise when this takes possession of our faculties, and 
will not make mistakes. God is organization, and we, as 
partakers of his life, must organize as certainly as the par- 
ticles of the diamond organize around a central point. 
County, town, and district organizations should be formed. 

In the afternoon section meetings were held, one for 
superintendents, led by B. F. Jacobs, and another for 
primary workers, led by Mrs. Knox, of Elmira, and Miss 
Merrill, of New York. The evening meeting was ad- 
dressed by the Rev. Dr. Olark, of Albany, upon “ Right 
teaching,” and by the Rev. Dr. Tyng, Jr., of New York, 
upon “Systematic Bible study in the Sunday-school.” 
Dr. Tyng said: 

Our office is not fulfilled when we have led children to 
Christ. Doubtless that is the first and most apparent object 
of our instruction. But when the little ones have learned to 
trust and look to Jesus for strength and salvation, they still 
remain under our guidance, and on the Sunday-school teacher 
falls the work of training the class for the new life. It seems 
to me the full power of the class is not recognized as it 
should be. The province is not only the ingathering, but 
the upbuilding of souls. This being understood, our office as 
Sunday-school teachers has to do with the whole nature of 





the children confided to our care, especially that nature by 
which they apprehend the truth. We are not simply to give 
lessons, held readily by a retentive memory, but we are so to 
educate that little mind confided to our training that it shall 
be able in after life to study for itself. . . . The imagina- 
tion is second to no other faculty in the human mind in un- 
derstanding God’s word. By no other faculty can we under- 
stand the Revelation. All illustration is only an appeal to 
the imagination. Imagination is that faculty which sees the 
hidden truths. It stands before the violet and sees humility. 
It looks up at the sun and sees truth. When we have to 
teach children so much that cannot be seen, the best way is 
to bring them up to the truth by things which appeal to the 
imagination. . . . Every one who has used object lessons 
knows how they appeal to the imagination. I know not 
what is the place of the object lesson, unless it be the train- 
ing of the imagination to understand God’s work. 
tions let in the light. The more transparent they are, the 
better they are. Those children who go home to tell the 
story they have heard at Sunday-school by way of illustra- 
tion, are not benefited. They are rather injured by being 
told stories. When a child retains the truth, without remem- 
bering the story by which it was conveyed to his mind, that 
shows that his teacher understands his work. The illustra- 
tion is the barb which directs the course of the arrow. 
When the arrow has struck, the barb is of no further use. 
The Sunday-school must know the object of all teaching, 
which is Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. 


Tllustra- 


The following rules for the use of illustration in Sunday- 
school work may be found useful: (1.) Let them be gathered 
from the word of God itself. The writers of the seventeenth 
century used Scripture to illustrate Scripture. Everything 
in this book, the Bible, is there by divine choice. There is 
nothing not intended to be used to illustrate some positive 
truth. There is nothing so direct in addressing the 
minds of children as the similes of Scripture. Speak- 
ing of. judgment-day, can you find anything that more ad- 
mirably illustrates it than the thief in the night? Speaking 
of servants, is there anything illustrating it more perfectly 
than the yoke, of which God bears a part? Take the para- 
bles, those matchless portions of Christ’s own wisdom, which 
go to interpret the force of everything in this world... . 
The Old Testament illustrations and quotations were used by 
Christ in his life, on the cross, and we also find them in the 
Revelation after Christ’s ascension. In using illustrations 
take them from the Bible, and tell them in your own lan- 
guage. Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress-is based on the Old and 
New Testaments. Illustrations from nature may also be em- 
ployed. You may have heard the beautiful parable of Got- 
thold. A piece of clay was placed by the side of a tea-rose, 
and when removed it had absorbed the fragrance of the rose. 
What teaches better than this the relation we bear to’Jesus ? 
Take the parable of Jean Paul Richter. Walking in his garden 
in the morning, he saw the pearly dew-drop on the leaf. In 
the evening he went out to look at the dew-drop, and found 
that it had gone. He looked about and saw the rainbow 
in the heavens. This he used to illustrate the death of 
little children, and to show how they are transplanted 
from this beauteous earth to reappear with greater beauty 
in the heavens. Form your parable from things you see. 
(2.) Keep within the range of the scholar’s observation. If there 
is anything I abhor in a Sunday-school, it is a fixture. I 
have had people tell the same stories which I have heard 
ever since childhood, and they told them as occurring in 
their own experience. There’s a great danger in telling old 
stories. (3.) Keep within the region of probabilities. Some 
people tell such improbable stories that the children can’t 
believe them. Be jealous for the truth. (4.) Some men have a 
habit of saying things out of place. I knew a man who had 
a story about noise, and told it on every possible occasion. 
When in company he would stamp his foot and gay, “ There’s 
a noise. O, speaking of noise reminds me of a story,” and 
then he would proceed with it. Some men thus use every 
opportunity to make a nail to hang a story on, even if it does 
not fit into the lesson. (5.) People hang on to stories too long. 
When you are done with stories, drop them. Of what use is 
the scaffold after the building is completed. (6.) In the illustra- 
tion of Scripture by Scripture, let book illustrate book. 
There is a great unity in this volume, but it is a library as 
well asa volume. I would have Scripture illustrate Serip- 
ture in bringing out the fulfillment of God’s prophecies, 
There are fulfillments that can be noted. There are many 
passages in Matthew which read “that the Scriptures may 
be fulfilled.” The fifty-third chapter of Isaiah was applied 
by the Lord himself to the work of Jesus. Speak of the 
types and the anti-types of the Scripture. Nobody can un- 
derstand the types unless he has seen the substance. The 
old patriarchs knew little of the meaning of the days of 
symbols, but we can look back and see their fulfillment. (7.) 
I want to say a word about the Bible and nature. If there 
is ore thing in life which ought to be sweet to us, it is this 
world. Our old hymns called it a “vale of tears.” But 
can you conceive of anything more beautiful than this world, 
which is our home while we live? What would you know 
of the parable of the seed; what would you know of the 





wonderful process by which the water is gathered up by the 
rivulets and carried to the purple cluster on the vine, with- 
out nature? What would you know of the miracles of Jesus 
with bread and wine? See the glory of God in the sun and 
the stars. Every plant that grows is a thing to tell of the 
beauty of Jesus, Teach your class to look at this world as a 
temple of symbols of Christ all, and Christ in all, and you 
yourself shall be lifted up to see things which are unspeakable, 
but which we shall realize. May we strive to be bees 
gathering honey everywhere, and not spiders drawing all our 
power from ourselves. 

It was voted to hold the next annual convention at 
Buffalo, on the second week in June, 1877, 





OHIO STATE CONVENTION. 


N June 6-8, the Ohio State Sabbath School Union 
was in session at Dayton. The first meeting on 
Tuesday evening, was very largely attended. After the 
opening exercises, Mr. Clifton M. Nichols, of Springfield, 
delivered an address on “The work of the convention.” 
He defined the desires of the Ohio Union, as follows: 
“We wish to improve the character of the instruction in 
all Sabbath-schools, We wish to inspire officers and 
teachers, and those who in any way co-operate with them, 
with better ideas. We wish to introduce the very best 
methods of doing everything that it is desirable and 
helpfal to do in the Sabbath-school enterprise. We wish 
to do better work for Ohrist in this department of relig- 
ious work, and then we wish to do more of it. We wish 
to reach out beyond the limits of our schools and con- 
gregations, and to gather into schools and to teach the 
neglected classes and to lead them to Christ, and to so 
teach and train them as to make of them active, intelli- 
gent and useful Christian workers. The cause has a 
pressing need of such as these.” 
Colonel Robert M. Cowden, the state secretary, gave 
a condensed history of the Sunday-school work in Ohio. 
The first school specified, was formed in the barracks of 
Marietta, in 1791. Another was formed in the Western 
Reserve, in a private house, in 1814. This had about 
one hundred members. The first school formed in Day- 
ton was opened in March, 1817. The first in Cincinnati, 
in June of the same year. The first in Cleveland was 
formed in the winter éf 1820-21. The first regular Sun- 
day-echool society in the state was formed at Zanesville, 
on March 17, 1817. It was composed entirely of ladies, 
Among the clauses of their constitution, whereby their 
reasons for forming were stated, is the following: “We 
live in an age of wonders ; exertions are making in every 
direction to ameliorate the condition of the human race.” 
In Ohio at the present time, 79 counties are organized, 
out of 88. Under the organizations about 400,000 pupils 
are included. 
The second day’s proceedings were participated in by 
a large number ia written papers, prepared speeches, and 
off-hand addresses. Practical topics were the only ones 
considered. Gen. W. 8. Furay, of Columbus, who is 
himself a newspaper man, read a paper on “ The relation 
of the press to the Sabbath-schools.” He restricted his 
view to the daily and weekly secular press, and, as re- 
ported by The Dayton Journal, he defined its relations 
thus : 


(1.) In its influence upon parents. The habitual reader of 
a newspaper well knows that all great moral, social, religious, 
and political movements are inseparably bound together, and 
that the Sunday-school is not an isolated piece of machinery, 
expending its power within itself, but one of the forces which 
act upon and modify the intellectual and moral world. The 
parent, therefore, who habitually reads the newspapers, will 
be inclined to look upon Sunday-school training as an essen- 
tial part of the education of his child, and as making the 
child, in a certain sense, part and portion of one of the most 
interesting, vital, and deeply important movements of the 
day. ... (2.) In its effect upon the child. I perceive and 
I acknowledge that, in themselves considered, religion, the 
church, and the Sunday-school have beauty and power ; but 
an awakened and active mind is more susceptible to the beauty 
and more responsive to the power. The children of families 
where a newspaper is regularly taken and read are invariably 
more alert, intelligent, teachable, and receptive than the 
children of other families. The newspaper, especially the 
daily newspaper, wakens up thought, as perhaps no other 
agency can dq; and it is upon the awakened mind of the 
child that the lessons of the Sunday-school fall like seed in 
fertile soil, taking root and springing up into a golden and 
abundant harvest. The boy or girl who reads, or hears read, 
the newspapers, finds, side by side with accounts of the great 
political, artistic, and intellectual events of the day, accounts 
of the moral and religious events also, perhaps of the celebra- 
tion of the school of which he is a member. . (3.) In 
its effect upon the teacher... . I am often pained to see 
how poorly the teacher’s work is performed. But he who 
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habitually reads a newspaper can scarcely do that work ill. 
It is the sluggishness of thought, the poverty of idea, the 
barrenness of precept, the want of illustration, that fie- 
queotly makes the teacher of a Sunday-school sit dumb and 
helplees before his class, while his heart is burning with 
desire to do them good. Nor will books alone supply these 
deficiencies. Even the freshest books are a record of the 


thoughts and doings of the past. .. It is the daily press |. 


which throbs with the life and life-blood of the present. It 
speaks to the teacher’s mind of what occurs to-day, and tells 
him, hour by hour, just how far humanity has advanced in 
the onward march to a brighter future. It tells him what 
men and women are thinking and doing now, and how the 
God of whom he has told his pupils, is to-day governing and 
controlling the world, It furnishes him illustration, fact, 
fancy, precept, deduction, counsel, and advice; and he who 
thus filled with the life and deeds, and energy, and impulse 
of the world before him, stands before the children com- 
mitted for an hour to his care, will speak with sparkling eye 
and ready tongue, will kindle with his intelligence their 
mental fire, and will experience that pleasure which the 
true teacher ever feels when he knows that those whom he 
instructs are bound to him in intellectual sympathy, and 
that when he speaks they listen eagerly, glow with appre- 
ciation, and joyfully respond. .. . Laborers in the Sun- 
day-school, you are amongst the foremost legions in the 
divine army, and you too, are trainers of those who must 
hereafter fill the ranks for that great work. Let not the 
influence of the press be cast against you. Use every 
lawful and proper means to enlist it on your side. When- 
ever opportunity shall offer, urge it to speak for the right. 
Those who have charge of it, though human, are mostly 
honest, and will aid you when they know how. If there be 
any who are not honest, show them that at least virtue’s 
service will pay as well as that of vice. Convince them that 
what befalls the cause of Sunday-schools is a vital portion of 
the world’s news, and help them to spread that news before 
the people. 

On the last day a noticeable feature was an address on 
Normal-class work, by the Rev. J. A. Worden, of Steu- 
benville. Heshowed the need of such work; considered 
the objections to it and the difficulties in its way; and 
presented a practicable scheme for its accomplishment. 
Abner L, Frazer, of Cincinnati, was elected president, 
and Col. Robert Cowden, of Galion, secretary. 

» 





IN PROSPECT. 


HE Sunday School Parliament at Wells’ Island, one 

of the famous “Thousand Islands” in the St. Law- 
rence river, promises to be quite an affair. As it comes 
immediately after the International Young Men’s Ohris- 
tian Association Convention, at Toronto, Christian work- 
ers can attend at both places. The following items w 
be of value concerning 


THE PLACE AND HOW TO GET THERE, 


Wells’ Island is already a popular summer resort and sana- 
tarium, where the Methodists have a camp-ground, and the 
Pre-byterians a park; and being situated at the head of the 
rapids of the St. Lawrence, is a convenient point to make in 
a trip eastward or westward. It is about thirty miles from 
Lake Ontario, where the river takes its rise; twenty miles 
northeast from Kingston, Canada; eight miles east of Ganan- 
oque, Canada, six miles above Alexandria Bey, and four 
miles below Clayton, in Jefferson County, N. Y. Persons 
from New Hampshire and Vermont can come to Ogdensburg, 
via St. Albans, over the Vermont Central Railroad, and from 
thence direct to the Parliament by two hours’ sail in steam- 
ers, which connect with trains at Ogdensburg. From New 
York, New Haven, Boston, and other parts of New England, 
come via Albany and New York Central Railroad to Utica, 
or to Rome, fifteen miles west of Utica. At Utica take Utica 
and Black River Railroad to Clayton, thence four miles by 
steamer to Thousand Island Park. Or leave the New York 
Central Railroad at Rome, and take Rome, Watertown, ard 
Ogdensburg Railroad, and go to Cape Vincrnt, and from 
thence to the Park by steamer twenty-five miles. From the 
west leave the New York Central Railroad at Syracuse, and 
go direct to Cape Vincent, without transfer, and from thence 
by steamboat to the Park. : 

REDUCED FARES, ETC, 

At Syracuse, Utica, or Rome, call for Thousand Irland 
Park tickets, and you will get especial rates of fare. Those 
who come from the east or the west to the Park over the 
Grand Trunk Railroad to Kingston or Gananoque, going 
thence to the Park by steamers, can get return tickets over the 
same railroad route, at the Park office, for one-quarter the 
ugual fare. Those who come by the Vermont Central Rail- 
road, buying tickets at any of its offices at full rates, will re- 
ceive free return tickets, Reduced fares are also promised on 
the splendid seam propellors that run daily between Chicago 
and Ogdensburg, touching at intermediate ports, and stopping 
at Wells’ Island, affording delightful passage to and from the 
Park. It will be observed that these reduced rates extend as 








far west as Detroit and Chicago, and as far east as Quebe 
and Portland. Reductions are also expected on other routes. 
Return tickets from the Young Men’s Christian Association 
International Convention at Toronto will be extended so the 
delegates can remain over and attend the Sabbath School 
Parliament, 


On Sunday, June 25, the eight days conference at Sea 
Grove opens, J. Bennet Tyler being superintendent and 
conductor. Delegates paying full fare over the West 
Jersey Railroad, will be returned free. No charge for 
admission to the grounds, Full board will be furnished 
at the Sea Grove House and Cape House at $1050 per 
week ; transient board at $2 per day; table board at $1 25 
per day. Parties wishing to engege rooms in advance, 
will address the hotels, at Sea Grove, Cape May Point, 
N. J. The Centennial House will accommodate dele- 
gates at from $7 to $12 per week. The Atlantic Hotel 
will receive any guests at $2 per day; and Congress Hall 
will also take them at reduced rates. The outline of 
normal-class study is as follows: Monday—Conversa- 
tion: The school; (1) Its organization snd management; 
(2) Its cfficers and teachers, Class drill: The book; (1) 
Its structure and classification ; (2) The design and au- 
thorship of its several books. Tuesday—C_ass drill: Bible 
geography. Oonversation: Bible evidences. Wednes- 
day—Class drill: Bible history and chronology. Conver- 
sation: Rules of interpretation. Thursday—Olass drill: 
How to study a given lesson. Lesson illustration: Solo- 
mon’s Prosperity, International series, lesson for August 
6. Friday—Oonversation: How to teach a given lesson. 
Class drill: How to teach. Lesson illustration: Solo- 
mon’s Temple, International series, lesson for July 16. 
Saturday—Class drill: The teacher’s week day work. 
Lesson illustration: David’s Charge to Solomon, Inter- 
national series, July 2. On the first Sunday, a sermon 
is to be preached in the forenoon by the Rev. Dr. 
Herrick Johnson. In the afternoon a Sunday-rchool 
exercise, with a review of the quarter’s lessons, will be 
led by Mr. Charles E. Morris. On the second Sunday 
morning the Rev, H. Clay Trambull is to preach, Mr. 
John Wanamaker is to lead a Sunday-school session, 
and a farewell meeting is to oceupy the evening. 


The Sixth National Convention of the National 
Reform Association will meet in the Academy of 
Music, Philadelphia, on June 28. The design of this 
society is to maintain existing Christian features in 
the American Government, such as our Sabbath laws 
and the Bible in the schools, and to secure a religious 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 
The sessions of the approaching convention will continue 
for three days, and addresses will be delivered by the 
Hon, Felix R. Brunot, the Rev. Dr. Miner, of Boston, 
Prof. Stoddard, of Wooster University, the Rev. Dr. 
Edwards, and others. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Stray studies from England and Italy. By John Rich- 
ard Green. New York: Harper & Brothers.—Mr. Green 
is well-known for his excellent short History of the Eng- 
lish People, in which with graphic force and originality 
he has narrated the social, moral, industrial, and literary 
history of the English people while quietly ignoring the 
multitadinous contentions of the “Oourt, the camp, the 
grove.” The present well-got-up and substantial vol- 
ume isa reprint, by himself, of articles which obtained 
signal attention in the peges of Macmillan’s Magazine 
and the Saturday Review, and we know not which to ad- 
mire the most, his close and sympathetic study of every 
phase of English life and society, or his brilliant and 
accurate pictures of Italian scenery and learned analysis 
of Italian associations. Mr. Green has been a hard- 
working clergyman, and his articles entitled A Brother 
of the Poor and District Visitor, show with what con- 
scientious thoroughness he must have discharged his ar- 
duous duties in an overcrowded and dilapidated district 
in London, To judge from the tone of these papers he 
was the sort of man that is so much wanted in a poverty- 
stricken parish where vice and misery are rife, and infi- 
delity is merely a synonym for ignorance and degrada- 
tion—a straightforward and unexaggerated type of the 
muscular Christian, severely devoted to essentials, but 
conversant with the peculiarities of every soul around 
him, and lenient to their wretched failings. It is in 
papers like Cannea and St. Honorat, and Rome and 
Venice, that Mr. Green shows his greatest power—in the 
marvellous facility with which he renders the most ob- 
scure passages of mediwval history life-like and en- 
grossing ; in the originality and freshness of his descrip- 











tive passages, and in the well-balanced antitheses with 
which he sprinkles his clear narrative. There is not a 
distinctly unreadable page in the whole book, and those 
delightful prose-poems, Buttercups and Children by the 
Sea, are absolutely fragrant with the sweet joys and fan- 
cies of childhood. (For sale by J. P. Lippincott & Co.) 





The Life, Letters, and Table talk of Benjamin Robert 
Haydon, Edited by R'chard Henry Stoddard. New 
York: Scribner, Armstrong & Oo.—Scribner’s Bric-a- 
Brac Series was a great success, for books of so literary a 
character. Now that we are to have no more of the 
pretty black and white covered volumes we are glad to 
welcome the first of a succeeding and somewhat similar 
series. Haydon was both artist and author, and though 
not of the highest eminence in either capacity was re- 
spectable in both. His circle of literary and other ac- 
quaintance was remarkably wide, and his jottings were 
original and interesting. The best of them are here, as 
well as a rather long and well-written biography, se- 
lected, of course. Extracts from his correspondence are 
also presented. The binding of the book is brilliant and 
beautiful. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Oo.) 


Fables of Infidelity and Facts of Faith. By Robert 
Patterson. Cincinnati: Western Tract and Book So- 
ciety.—This is a vigorous onslaught, in the shape of a 
series of Tracts, upon the favorite positions of Atheism, 
Pantheism, and Rationalism, and the author, though 
sometimes a little incoherent, and indeed vituperative, 
seems to have fairly sifted the Fables which he has un- 
dertaken to expose. He has, perhaps, taken in too much 
ground in one volume to meet the requirements of the 
modern controversial taste even in its “ popular” phases, 
and he often pays too much attention, and devotes too 
much space to the puerilities of Atheism, but that he is 
in earnest and conversant with his subjects is evident, 
and, moreover, one or two tracts like Daylight before 
Sunrise, proves him to be possessed of considerable scien- 
tific and critical acumen. 


The Shepherd’s Manual. By Henry Stewart. . New 
York: Orange Judd OCompany.—There is a healthy 
and inspiriting smack of the breezy down and busy 
sheepfold about this little work, which consists of an 
able and exhaustive treatise on the sheep—its training, 
management, anatomy, and diseases, together with a 
compendious ard well-illustrated chapter on the struc- 
ture and uses of wool. Though so plainly written and 
so devoid of hard technicalities that a novice may un- 
derstand it, it contains an amount of valuable informa- 
tion and well-arranged analyses, that cannot fail to re- 
commend it to any one who is at all interested in the 
study of the lower animals. The anecdotes illustrative 
of the sagacity and activity of the sheep are as amusing 
as can be found in any connection. 


Oliver of the Mill. By Mrs. M. L. Charlesworth. New 
York: Robert Carter & Brothers—This new story by 
Mrs. Maria Louisa Oharlesworth, the well known Eng- 
lish writer, is an unusually pleasing one, and shows how 
easily a tale may be given a strong religious undercur- 
rent without becoming goody-goody or tiresome. Mrs, 
Charlesworth isa graceful writer, and the reader turns 
page after page of this volume with the sense of being 
led along a pleasant path by a master hand. The book 
is well printed, and is illustrated by two steel engravings 
of excellent design. (For sale by the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication.) 

Botany. By J. D. Hooker, O.B. New York: D. Ap- 
pleton & Co.—This little book belongs to the series of 
Science Primers, now appearing in E-gland and Amer- 
ica, under the editorship of Profs. Huxley, Roscoe, and 
Balfour Stewart, and which now includes eight volumes. 
Brief as the treatise is, it puts a great body of elemen- 
tary facts in a small compass. We do not know that the 
élements of botany have been elsewhere so tersely stated. 
(For sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffal finger.) 


The Sylvan Year and the Unknown River. By Philip 
Gilbert Hamliton. Boston: Robert’s Brothers.—These 
two volumes have hitherto been issued in costly volumes, 
with very numerous illustrations. The text alone is 
given here, but the two are reduced four-fifths in price. 
They are among the best works of a delightful writer, 
who is, fortunately, growing more and more popular in 
this country. (For sale by J. P. Lippincott & Co.) 


The Fall of the Stuarts, and Western Europe from 1678 to 
1697. By the Rev. E. Hale, M.A. New York: Serib- 
ner Armstrong & Co,—This is one of the pleasant- 
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est of the volumes that bave thus far ap- 
peared in the “ Epochs of History” series. 
“The Rev. E Hale” reminds one forcibly 
of the clever Boston minister and author; 
and although this Mr. Hale is only an 
assistant teacher at Eton College, and 
writes prosaic history instead of lively 
sketches, his literary merits are by no 
means small, A very clear and vivid 
picture of an important, although brief, 
period in history is here presented in small 
compass. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott 
& Cv.) ; 


Jessie in Switzerland, Nelson & Phil- 
lips.—A charming story of a young New 
York girl, who was taken to Switzerland, 
and kept at school there for a time, to 
learn French. The pictures it gives of 
home life in Switzerland are singularly 
pleasing and instructive, and peculiarly 
suited to young girls of the age of ten or 
twelve. It is a most charming story for 
the home circle. 


Scholar’s Hand Book, Part VI. July to 
December, 1876. By the Rev. Edwin W. 
Rice. Philadelphia: American Sunday 
School Union. The successive numbers 
of this lesson help fully sustain its good 
reputation. In addition to all else that is 
good, this number gives an annual review 
chart, and an index of persons and places 
with the proper pronunciation noted. 





MUSIC. 

“ That Banner a Rundred Years Old.” 
Words by D. Bevere, music by Eddie Fox. 
Cincinnati: F. W. Helmick.—The words 
are stirring. The music has a fair melody, 
running too high to be generally useful. 
It is issued by the same house under the 
rare title of “‘ Centennial March,” a very 
simple and easy arrangement. “ Mineral 
Springs Polka,” from the same press, is a 
rather pretty thing, by no means diffi- 
cult. Mardi-Gras March is more preten- 
tious but less pleasing. In the serio-comic 
song, All tied back, we fail to see any- 
thing good, or even fairly humorous. Its 
dedication toa ‘Mr. Lowlow” is strikingly 
apt. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be poenety noticed 
under this head. The interests of our readers will 
guide us in making further notice.] 


A DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN ANTIQUITIFS, 
by W.liiam Smiih, DC.L., LL D.. and Samuel 
Cneetham, M.A. American edition by M. M. 
Riddle, D.D. LIlustrated. 8vo. 2 vols. Vol. 1— 
a J. Hartford, Conn.: A. D. Worthington & 





Edited 


MEN AND MANNERS IN AMERICA ONE HUNDRED 
Yrars AGO. Edi‘ed by H. E. Scudder. Luus- 
trated. (The S.ns-Souci Series.) Sq. 16mo pp. 
320. Cloth, b. FO. New York: Scrivner, Arm- 
sirong &Co. For sale by J.B. Lippincott & Cw. 


THE CoMPLETE PoxrTIcAL Works of Henry Wads- 
worth Lupgieliow With numerous illustra- 
tions (Centenuial edition). 8vo. pp. 281. Pa 
$1.00. Boston: James R. O-gouu & Co, 
sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. 


SCHOLAR’S HAND-Book on the International Les- 
sons, ‘Pert VI.,) irom July to December, 1876. 
9 the Rev. Edwin W Rice. 18mo. pp. 88. 
Philadelphia: American Sunday School Usion. 


or 


ROADSIDE Porms. For summer travelers. Edited 
by Lucy Lurcom 16mo. pp. 263. Cloth, $1.00. 
Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. For sale by 
Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. 


A Story oF HawTHoRNE. By George Parsons La- 
turope. 16m. pp. 350. Cloth, $1.25. Boston: 
James R. O-g-0od & Co. For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen aud Haffeifiuger. 


Two YEARS IN CALIFORNIA. 
illustra:ions. 12mo. pp. 238. Cloth, $1.75. Chi- 
cago: S. C. Griggs & Cu. For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen & Ha flelfinger. 


By Mary Coue. With 


Happy Sones. For the Sunday-school, the social 
mcetiug, and the home circle. By the Rev. 
Elisha A. Hoffman. Cleveland, Ohio: W. F. 
Schneider, 


SILVER PircHERS. By Louisa M. Alcott. 
pp. 307. Cloth, $1.25. Buston: 
ers. For sale by Claxton, 
finger. 


16mo. 
Roberts Broth- 
Remsen & Haffei- 


For SUMMER AFTERNOONS. By Susan Coolidge. 
Sq. lsmo pp 279. Boston: Roberts Brothers 
For sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. 


SONGS FOR THE LITTLE FoLks. Compiled by Mrs. 
W. F. Cratts acd Miss Jenny B. Merrill. New 
York: Biglow and Main. 


THREE GIRLS OF THE REVOLUTION. 12mo. pp. 424, 
lash. Philadeiphia: American Sunday School 
nion, 


SONGS FOR THE WEE OnEs. By James H. Fillmore. 
Cincannati: Fillmore Brothers. 


Superintendents who desire to 


prepared by John B. Smith for THE 
separately, in large type, on strong 


greater success. 


Review Chart for Second Quarter. 


have a satisfactory review of the 


present quarter’s lessons, will do well to send for the Ravisw CHarrt, 


ScHotars’ QuARTERLY, and printed 
sheets, 3$ by 5 feet. Many super- 


intendents send early for these Revizgw Cuarts, that they may use 
them during the current quarter, and thus make their final reviews a 


This chart will be sent, postpaid, on receipt of 50 cents. 








RESPONSIVE 





review exercise in connection with 


Price per 100 copies, 75 cents. 
Address 


JOHN D. 


VIEW 


The Responsive Review Exercise published in Tue Scwoxars’ 
QUARTERLY is also published in sheet form, for use in the Sunday- 
school, either as an opening exercise, week by week, or as a-quarterly 








I 














Ni 


the Review Chart. This exercise 


contains responsive readings on the lessons of the quarter; also an 
outline plan of the Chart, with questions thereon. 


Che Sunday School Cimes. 


WATTLES, 


Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 











PUBLICATIONS. 


FOU suay School Papers. 


THE BEST AND CHEAPEST PUBLISHED. 


GOOD WORDS. 
GOOD CHEER. MY PAPER. 
OLD AND YOUNG. 


Numbered, not dated, making them good at any 
time. 








ISSUED MONTHLY 


CHRISTIAN AT WORK PUBLISHING CO. 


Consult the following Price List. Postage prepaid: 
GOOD WORDS. 


BY 


S1zE OF PaGE, 12x16 INCHES, 8 mos. 6 mos. 1 yr. 
50 copies to one address............81 99 $55 7 10 
100 copies or over, per hundred... 350 685 12 70 
MY PAPER. 

S1zk oF PaGEs, 10x14 INCHES. 3 mos. 6 mos. 1 yr. 
50 copies to one address............ $170 315 5 8 
100 copies or over, per hundred... 310 600 11 40 


GOOD CHEER. 
S1zk OF PAGE, 8x12 INCHES, 
50 copies to one address.............. 
100 copies or over, per hundred 
OLD AND YOUNG. 


Half the size and price of Goop CHEER. * 








We will furnish single copies of Goop Worps 
and My Paper and Chromo, for 75 cents. 





For Samples and Circular of Special Inducements. 
Address 
E. W. HAWLEY, Secretary, 


Fox 5105, New York. 





DR.JOHNSON $_ 






—Presidents and Professors of Cols, 


ded by Hundreds of LL.D.s,—D.D.s, 





5 @ The Cheapest and Rect—Side Handle—Weighs 20 the.—Packs fn a Trunk— Lbs. 

E = Carpeted, Nickel-Plated, Ornamental—A GYMNASIUM for ALL—A REMEDY FOR Balanced ° 
e 3 ALL COMPLAINTS. Kaunlizes Cireulation of Blood—Gives Co-operative and 

© © Harmonious Action to all Functions of Mind and Body—Tones Nervous System— with onl 5 Lbs- 
cs) | Increases Vitality—Concentrates Exercise into a few minates per day, yet Dis- y 

2 & tributes it over the Whole Body—Rests and Relieves the Mind of Brain Werkers—Cures the Siek, Strengthens the 

£ a Weak. Invigorates the Healthy—Doubles the Strength ina few Months. ALL INVALIDS and Sedentary Persons should 

oO, have this Rest Means of Exereise and Health. Send for circular. Agents Wanted. Priee, $30. 

rz 


J. W. Schermerhorn & Co., Manufacturers, 14 Bond St., New York. 


ito 800 


lishers,—Merchants and Brain Workers generally. | 


dena Principals,— Attorneys,— Bankers, — Pub- 











Pamphlets. a 


Centennial musegenee Exhibition, 1876. New 


York: Geo. P. Rowell & Co. 

Journal of Social Science, containing the transac 
tions of the American Ass: ciation. May, 1876. 
Boston: American Social Science Associaticn. 

Annual Report of the New York State Sunday 
Scbool Teachers’ Association, 1875. Elma: 
Leader Association. 


Report of the Pennsylvania Hospital. May, 1876. 
Philadelphia: Collins, Printer. 


The Fifty-Second Apnual Report of the American 
Sunday Schoo] Union. May, 1876. Philadel- | 
phia: American Sunday School Union. 


The Illustrated Catalogue of the Centennial Exhi- 
om Specimen pages. New York: John 
‘ilmer. 


Challen’s Half-Dime Guide to TaGametpnen. Phila- 
wren Howard Chailen 


"BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


Rev. DwiauHt SPENCER forcibly states 
the matter of Church Finances, in his 
little book of that title, published by the 
American Tract Society. His suggestions, 
put into practice, would introduce a better 
order of things into our churches, Every 
Christian ought to have it. The cost is 
only 10c; postage, 2c. The Depository, 
1512 Chestnut Street, Philad’a, have it. 


} i 





PATENT MerTaLuic BURIAL CASES AND 
OaskeTs, although not frequently brought 
to public notice, are nevertheless highly 
esteemed when necessity requires their 
use, for their protective and preservative 
qualities. They are made to a greater ex- 
teat and in superior excellence by Crane, 








Breed & Oo., of Cincinnati, Ohio. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Drs. Strone’s REMEDIAL INsT 4 4 
Springs, N. Y., has Turkish, Russia: = 
dropathic, ‘and Electro-Thermal a, quelises 
and other facilities for the cure of Nervous, Lung, 
Female, and Chronic Diseases. For full particu- 
lars, send for circular. 





IMPORTANT TO PERSONS VISITING NEW YORK OR 
THK CENTENNIAL.—Grand Union Hotei, opp. site 
Grand entrai Depot. Baggage taken to and from 
this depot to Hotel free. 300 elegaut rooms. Ele- 
vator. European plan. Restaurant, supplied with 
the best. Prices moderate Cars and stages pass 
this Hotel for all parts of the city, and to Pui.adei- 
samt — for Centennial. 


—_ re — 


MISCELLANEOUS: 





THOMAS DEPU y, 


CARPET DEALER, 


37 South Second Street, 
Above Chestnut, East side, PHILADELPHIA. 
LOWEST CASH PRICES. 


N. B.—J. Stewart Depuy, is not at 258 8. Second, 
but is wita Thomas Depuy. 


cog dia> 
fF OSSAMER 
Waterproof Garments 


Get the genuine! Beware of 
worthless imitations! Ask for 
the Gossamer Waterproof Gar- 
ments, and see for yourself that 
our trade mar oa," er 
Waterproof,” is stamped on the 
loop of the garment. None are 
genuine without they are so 
stamped. Our garments never 
under any exposure, to, either 
cold or warm weather, adhere 
together, «. grow soft and 
worthless. No Lady or Gentle- 
Z man should go to the Centennial, 

d seashore, or mountains, with- 
out one of oan Rubber Garments. Weigh from 9 to 
16 ounces; can be easily carried in the pocket 
fone for illustrated circular. Made by GOSSAMER 
; ty CLOTHING CO., No. Devonshire 

tree 

Please poor that you saw this notice in Tus 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 














New Ghorch Music Book 
THE SALUTATION! 3.2222" 


Tnis book, the first by Mr Emerson alone since 
the issue of his popular “ CHoRaL TRIBUTE,” shows 
the marks of his uvexcelled talent iu providing for 
the tastes and wants of the ane Public. We 
have here a fine singing School Course, a capital 
co ——- of easy Glee» aud Part Songs for practice, 
and a large number of new Metrical Tunes, Chants, 
Motets, Sentences, Authems, etc., etc., providing 

ness and vaiiety in every part. rr.ce for 
single copy, $1.38 for which it wil be mailed, post- 
free, to any address, 


A decidedly pretty and sweet Sabbath-school 
Song Book, is GOOD NEWs. It takes at first 
sight. Sp. cimen copies mailed, post-fiee, for 35 cts. 








Buy our Centennial Collection of Na- 
tional Songs, fur use on ail Centennial occa 
sions. Price, in paper, 40 cts.; in boards, 50 cts. 


4@- In press, and will be read 
Faii Trade, the following timely 


The American Chorus Book, (easy giees 
and4 ae Songs tor Societies); also, ‘The Encore, 
(for Sing ng Classes and Conveutions.) by L. O. 
EMERSON ; aiso, The Oratorio of Joshua, by Han- 
del; and a new collection of Part Ssungs for Men’s 
Vvuices, by W. O. Perkins. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 


©. H. Ditson & Co.,|J. E. Ditson & Co., 
1 BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LAS & WALKER, 
New York. Philadelphia. 





in time for the 
8: 


EX URSIONS. 


sxe EXCURSIO 


sees. Lodges, etc., can en; 


) COMMITTEES 
= CHURCHES 
commodious 
= ‘Give us a call 
arrangements. 


oating palace John Neilso 
7 Delaware A , Philad’a. 


=} completein x 
OrrFicg, No. % 
N LAUGHLIN, Superintendent, 
No liquor sotd on board. 











CENT&NNIAL BOARDING. 


ENTENNIAL CHRISTIAN HOMES. 
Board $5 to $14 a week; $1 to ae Oe: Ad- 
dress, Office, care of Rev £ M. LONG, Southeast 
cor. Twelfth aud Berks Sta. Philadelphia, Penna. 


$100 A day. Employment for all. Cata- 
Jogues free. Samples, 25 cents, 
0.90, & CO, 119 Nassau 8t , New York City. 

















~The Patent SPIRAL ‘VEST and PANTS BUCKLE. 








This convenient little article does away with the 
uncomfortable old-style tight band around the 
body. lt supports it, but does not )mpede respira- 
tion, and can be a tached to any garme: t iu five 
miouie 8, without sewing or any manipulation. 
For ease and comfort it excels anything ever in- 
vented. Sample mailed on reveivt of 2oc. Please 
mention THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 

GEORGE BET‘15, Laventor and Manufacturer of 
Patented Novelties, 575 Broadway, New York. 





Agents wanted, 
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fi 





414 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


[Vol. XVIII., No. 26. 








PHKRIODIOCAIS. 


SUPERINTENDENTS. 


THE LABOR OF LOVE. 


A Gospel Monthly, finely illustrated, is just the 
for your cqnocle, 18 cents & year, 
per copy—for 10 or more copies to one address. 


THE FOOD FOR THE LAMBS, 


Published four times each month, each number 
has four beautiful pages well illustrated for the 
vey little fellows. 


cents per copy, postage paid, for 10 or more 
copies to one address. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Labor of Love. 
Mo date, fresh and nice, postage paid, 61.25 per 
hun 


The Food for the Lambs. 
Back numbers, no date, 50 cents per 100, 
Address the Publisher, 


EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Mls. 
SPECIMEN OOPY FREE. 























—— 


SAFES. 


FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 













FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


“KAUB, FRYMIER & EDWARDS. 


Successors to B. DORSEY & SON, 











‘China, Ges, and Quesnsware, 


Old Stand, 923 MARKET STREET, 


Are offering great inducements to purchasers of 
FRENCH CHINA DINNER AND TEA 8ETS, 
Plain and Decorated, choice styles and superior 

quality. 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC GLASSWARE, 

, Cut, and ved. Our stock has been 
pF selected and purchased for cash, enabling 
us to sell at the lowest cash prices. Particular at- 
tention given to Decoration of China and Glass to 
order, in full sets or to match broken sets. Full 
line of latest styles and best makes of Silver-Plated 
Ware. 





Large Stock of all kinds and at Low Prices in Bunt- 
. ing, Silk, and Muslin. 


FLAGS OF ALL NATIONS. 
ALL OF OUR OWN MANUFACTURE. 


S.R. & F. HANSELL, 


No. 21 North Fourth St,, 
AND AT FACTORY, 


Columbia Ave. and Ninth St, 


ISAAC K. WRIGHT & SON, 


LeEIGH ooatkt 
ONLY. 


OFFICE—No, 124 South Second 8t., Philadelphia. 


American St., below Oxford, N. P. R. RB. 
YARDS { ip swanson btreet, above Queen. 








BEST IN THE WORLD 


Blatchiey’s Hori- 
sontal Ice Cream 
Freeser. (Tingley’s 

tent.) For Saloons, Ho- 

ls, Families, or Ice 
Cream rt game in 
the economy and perfec- 
tion of its work seerey 

unequaled. The closed head will save ice enoug 
in one season to pay for the machine. The tub re- 
uires but one filling to freeze. Sizes, 3 to 40 quarts, 
isitors are cordially invited, when in town to the 
Big Exhibition, to come and see us, or send for de- 
scriptive circular and price-list. Very liberal ar- 
rangements made with the trade. The machines 
can also be seen at the Centennial Exhibition, 
cultural Hall, Cor, Aisles 9 and N. Column 
O, No, 10, 0, G, BLATCHLEY, Manuf., 

606 Commerce St. 








PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANOE.) 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 

From 1 to 14 copies, « = «= $2.15 each. 

“ 15t029 “* see 1900 * 
30 copies and upwards, - 1.65 « 

To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 

of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 

(Which includes 15 ecnts for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club as frat formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such ad- 
ditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered. The new sub- 
scribers to pay pro-rata, for the time of their sub- 
scriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of « 
paper changed should be Careful to name not only 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should inclade both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tum Trams to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now that the dais of enptration ts plainly prinied on 
the yellow address label of each paper or package of 
papers, ti will be necessary for all subscribers io renew 
promptly by the time thus designaied or their paper wi 
be discontinued, 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER § .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of THE SunDAY SCHOOL 
Trmus who are pastors or superiniendenis, and who, 
when ordering it, state thai they are such. 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THE 
Trams, desires the help of TH SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Paps, for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the Parzr accordingly, 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra ParEgs go only to 
subscribers of Tam Tins. 


Orders for this PAPER can be Alled, only when com- 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


MY REFUGE. 
[Una Locke Bailey, in The Christian Union.] 


Lie me in the valley keep, 
Where the Master leads his sheep, 
Where the stillest waters flow, 
Where the beart’s-ease loves to grow; 
In the pastures of his choice, 
Following his tender voice, 

Never questioning his will, 

Ever drawing closer still ; 

When the hills with tempest rock, 
When the wolf is in the flock, 

I so near him shall have pressed 
He will catch me to his breast. 

Let me in his garden walk, 

Where the ring doves softly talk, 
Where he notes his sparrows small, 
If they fly or if they fall ; 

Where the lilies low and sweet 
Fain would kiss his sacred feet ; 
Where the little violet 

Spinneth not with toil or fret ; 
Where the smiling of his face 

Is the sunshine of the place; 

Far from clamor, strife, and pride, 
Let me here with him abide. 








OLIVET AND BETHANY, 
{H. C. Potter, D.D., in The Churchman. ] 


HE one spot which the eye instinct- 
ively seeks from any elevation near 
Jerusalem is the Mount of Olives. It is 
not the most conspicuous feature in a view 
from the neighboring hills, and the stately 
domes of the church of the Holy Sepul. 
chre and the mosque of Omar far eclipse 
it in those features which at first arrest 
attention. But the eye turns from them 
almost as soon as their glittering finials 
have caught its notice. They are unmis- 
takably modern and unmistakably artifi- 
cial. But as one locks from whatever 
point at Olivet, its supreme charm is that 
it has no other adornment than nature. 
True, there are a few scattered dwellings 
and the ugly minaret of a species of 
mosque near its summit; but 
these are hardly noticeable from a dis- 
tance, and they do not greatly mar the 
simple unity of the whole picture. As I 
saw it, and as it has doubtless looked to 
thousands of other — it was the 
very abode of peace and rest. There are 
few strong contrasts in a Syrian landscape. 
The soft gray stone of the houses, the 
equally soft or hazy green of the olive- 
groves, and (at any rate in the month of 
February) the delicate verdure of turf and 
shrub, just putting on their Spring fresh- 
ness, gave to the whole picture a cool and 
quiet hue, which art has often striven to 
reproduce, but which the eye must see for 
iteelf adequately to appreciate. How 
shall I describe the emotion of that Sunday 
afternoon on which, rae | with an open 
Bible in hand, I clim its peaceful 
slopes, recalling step by step the sacred 
events and the Divine footsteps by which 
it has heen forever hallowed! Here, in- 
deed, as everywhere, one’s instinct of re- 
verence and one’s sense of fitness are 
wounded and jarred upon by the presence 
of that alien race who, as conquerors of 
the Jew, have spoiled his holy piaces and 
pitched their tents amid the very courts 
of his temple. The dirty little mosque to 
which I have referred, turned out to be 
the objective point of our guide’s ascent, 
and we consented to climb its oy 
minaret for the sake of the view whic 
was promised ua from its summit. But 
when on descending we were greeted with 
rather jocose familiarity by the custodian 
of the place, who turned out to be a 
friend of an attendant, and offered chairs, 
coffee, and cigarettes, one’s vexation of 
spirit was very real, and I fear there was 
something of indignant disgust in the 
mood in which, a little later, I turned 
away, when, in addition, the same patron- 
izing Moslem offered to show me a foot- 
print of Christ’s within the enclosure of 
the mosque itself! It is this easy appro- 
priation by Mohammedanism of every- 
thing that it has chosen to claim in the 
traditions both of the Israelite and of the 
Christian, which has undoubtedly been a 
secret of its success. But it makes one’s 
blood boil sometimes to hear the conde- 
scending approval with which the Moslem 
speaks of “the Prophet Jesus,” while 
scoffing at the Christian credulity which 
paves him divine honors. 

It was with a very different feeling that 
we escaped from the precincts of the 
mosque, and on through a corn- 
field to the little village of Bethany. I 
twisted my way down into the cave which 
is said to be the tomb of and 
visited also the house which is shown (by 





a coarse Arab Hess who “ chs ff-4” our 
guide, and evidently thought the whole 
expedition an amusing farce) as that of 
Martha and Mary. The former (which is 
evidently a natural cave or tomb) may be 
authentic, but the latter as obviously 
cannot be. Either way I confess I found 
it impossible to feel any interest in details 
about whose identity there must needs be 
abundant dispute. But it is with quite 
another feeling that one takes in the vil- 
lage of Bethany as a whole, in whose sit- 
uation there is a inexpressibly 
beautiful and gee suppose it is 
because so much of the human side of 
Christ’s character and minfstry are there 
disclosed to us, in his undisguised plea- 
sure in the house of the two sisters and 
Lazarus, and in the depth and tenderness 
cf his affection for the latter, that we think 
of the village of Bethany with an interest 
80 pe , and so different from that at- 
taching to most other places associated 
with his earthly life. And when one sees 
it, such feelings seem, somehow, to get at 
once their explanation and their warrant. 
For Bethany has the advantage of most 
convenient nearness to Jerusalem, and at 
the same time of peculiar and most restful 
isolation. We had approached it over the 
hill of Olivet, and by a by-path through 
such a corn-field as the Master paxed on 
that Sabbath day when he and his disei- 
ples plucked and ate its ears of corn. But 
the usual road to ey | is along the 
highway to Jericho, which passes round 
yes poe ap = the ee of Olives, 
and which, a few turns, leaves e 
vestige of the Holy City out of sight. 
Lyiog thus on the eastern slope of Oilvet, 
Bethany looks off upon the valley alo 
which winds the road to the Jordan, and 
every feature of which is at once singu- 
larly restful and rural. And this, as it 
seemed, to one seeing it for the first time, 
must needs have been always its supreme 
charm. It is at once so near to Jerusalem, 
and yet so utterly removed from it. It is 
not a suburban village overlooking the 
Holy City, nor even any most distant out- 
skirt of it. Asthe eye ranges the windin 
valley and the distant hills, they affo 
the perpetual refreshment of sbactute re- 


pose. — 

Was it not this which made it so wel- 
come a refuge, when the day was done, to 
the weary feet of Christ? Here, it is true, 
he found the tenderest sympathy, and the 
moat loyal and loving devotion, which poor 
human hearts could give him. Bat here 
= yt what no a heart could 
give , the peace of comparative soli- 
tude, and the soothing influence of the 
infinite calm of nature. When the days 
were ended—those days of toil, and often 
seemingly fruitless argument—above all, 
when the whole human heart and brain 
were weary and sad with those disheart- 
ening encounters with a priesthood and 
people who would not understand him, 
there must have been a rare and blessed 
refreshment in turning one’s back upon 
all the noise and bustle and clamor of the 
thronged city and its pressing multitudes, 
to rest for a while in that lowly vil 
where no sight or sound of the town in- 
truded, and where that which spoke to eye 
and ear alike was the serene and soothing 
voice of nature.’ In such a home one can 
understand how the Master found a rest 
and which, supremely amid the clos- 
ing hours of his slaiies. he could look 
for nowhere else. 





THE INTERNATIONAL LES. 
SONS IN THE PRIMARY CLASS. 


(By Mrs. W. F. Crafts, in The Sunday School Jowrnal.] 


HE statement was made in the Plain- 
Rg Congress, and yet ~ on been re- 
pea n &@ prominent religious r 
that “ For infant-classes and for the dif. 
ferent es of young pupils, the Inter- 
national lesson has been virtually a dead 
letter from the beginning. These smaller 
children have been held in their places, 
if at all, (!) not by any quality or tendency 
peculiar to the lessons themselves, but by 
story-telling, picture drawing, and other 
cheap devices, which merely catch the ear 
and the eye for a moment.” Facts, not 
theories, will best answer these statements. 
Fact first. In every prominent Sunday- 
school periodical published to-day, there 
is a special treatment of the International 
lessons adapted to the primary depart- 
ment, There is never a supply of any- 
thing without a demand. The demand 
signifies use. So it is safe to sffiim that 
sli primary teachers are not engaged in 
“‘atory- g and in making cheap de- 
vices,” but that the International lesson is 
far from being a dead letter in the pri- 
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mary-class, and that somebody is engaged 
in earnest woxk holding the little ones in 
their places, - 

It is undoubtedly true that some pri- 
mary teachers do not recognize the appro- 
priateness of the International lessons for 
their classes. But it is no wiser to reason 
from this fact that it is therefore a dead 
letter, than it would be to hold a penny 
before the eye and, looking up in the 
— of the sun, say, “ There is no 
sun.” 

Fact second. Primary lesson writers do 
not say, it is impossible to adapt the In- 
ternational lesson to the little people. 
Each lesson @ppearing in regular succes- 
sion in the different — proves 
not only that they think it is possible, 
but that they can make it possible for 
those who might not know how to adapt it. 

The statement that the International 
lessons are not generally adapted to young 
ehildren is, in fact, a statement that the 
Bible generally is not adapted to the 
young, which few would admit, It is the 
voice of the whole Bible, ‘“‘Come, ye chil- 
dren, hearken unto me.” Of course much 
“> needs the explanation of mother or 


er. 

I can testify of the particular adapt- 
ability of the International lessons to the 
primary department from the basis of 

ve years’ experience in writing the les- 
sons and in teaching each lesson as it has 
been written. The three sayings of the 
apostle John might be written over each 
International lesson during that period : 

“T write unto you, little children,” 

“T write unto you, fathers.” 

“T write unto you, young men.” 

It should not be urged against the prac- 
tice of primary teachers that they employ 
picture drawing and other devices for 
catching the eye and the ear. Why are 
children’s books illustrated with piciures 
if it is not natural for them to erjoy pic- 
tures? Why has God made ears and eyes 
if not as helpers to understanding? I hold 
that whatever is natural to a child it is 
the bounden duty of the teacher to do, 
else custom will be against nature. 

Critics who make random statements on 
this subject would do well to remember 
the reply of the old lady on the witness 
stand when she was excessively cross- 
questioned : “ How should anybody know 
anything about anything they don’t know 
anything about?” 





AFTER CON VERSION—WHAT 
NEXT? 
[Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D., in The Independent.} 


HE religious journals have been filled 
for several months past with the wel- 
come reports of wide-spread revivals. These 
have been often spoken of as harvest sea- 
sons in the various churches. But the 
phrase is an erroneous and misleading 
one. Oonversion is rather a planting-time 
with a soul than its “harvest.” It is a be- 
ginning of better things; not # consum- 
mation completed. Those pastors and 
evangelists commit a fearful mistake who 
feel that the conversion of sinners is the 
one main object of all gospel effort; 
whereas conversion is only the means, the 
essential first step to the great end of al! 
true gospel effort, which is the service of 
God by a genuine godly life. Those young 
converts make a still worse mistake ii 
they sit down happy and contented with 
having “‘ confessed Christ” and united with 
his church. The clock that strikes one is 
expected to strike two. 

What is conversion? It is a turning 
from the wrong road into ihe right one. 
The journey is yet to be performed before 
heaven is attained. Too many, alas! set 
out on this straight road and fall away be- 
fore they reach the mark of the prize. 
Conversion is simply an enlisting in the 
army of Jesus. The battles and the hard 
bivouacs are yet before you. Let not him 
that girdeth on his harness boast himself 
as he that putteth it off. We want to im- 
press it upon the mind of every young 
convert that the real conflict has only be- 
gun, and they have done no more than to 
put on their armor and enroll their names, 
Supposing you to be truly regenerated by 
the divine Spirit, what next? 

We would reply that the sowing-time of 
your spiritual spring has just begun. Don’t 
repeat the current prattle about being a 
“harvested soul, gathered into the var- 
ner.” The church is not a granary. You 
are just beginning to sow for yourself; 
and whatsoever you sow you will surely 
reap. You are forming new habits of 
thinking and acting. You are an utterly 
inexperienced beginner in an entirely new 
line of life, The first year of your Chris- 


tian life will have a mighty influence on 
all your future. Many a wedlock has 
been spoiled by a bad honeymoon. Many 
a promising convert has been ruined by 
an unhappy start; or, at least, his hopes 
of spiritual power and usefulness have 
been blasted. 

Begin with a determination to learn 
Christ’s will and to doit. This is what 
that famous convert near Damascus was 
aiming at when he inquired, so anxiously, 
“‘ Lord, what wilt ‘how have me to do?” It 
is very well to know what a Bunyan or a 
Finney or a Moody hss written or said 
about the Christian life. But go to the 
fountain-head. Go to Jesus in an humble, 
docile spirit, and ask him in fervent prayer 
to guide you. Bend your will to his will. 
He is perfectly willing to guide the meek 
and the teachable in the right way. I 
honestly believe that, when a docile heart 
sincerely asks to be led and then obeys 
the voice of conscience, that heart seldom 
takes a false step—yea, never does. Jesus 
promises to lead you in the way of all 
truth. Trust him. 

Conscience is the vital point. You need 
not trouble yourself much about your 
feelings or your frames, as long as con- 
science turns as steadily toward Christ as 
the needle toward the North Pole. It is 
the office of conscience to detect sin and 
righteousness; to decide for one and to 
reject the other. Feelings are very falla- 
cious. Some Christians are very devout 
in their feelings and wretchedly deficient 
in their daily conduct. They forget that 
the best proof of love to Carist is to 
“keep his commandments.” Fervent 
Christians in the praver meeting, they are 
sorry specimens of Christians outside of 
it. There is a lamentable lack of con- 
acience in too much of the flaming piety 
which burns out all its oi! ia the prayer- 
room or the “ praise meeting.” We do 
not wonder at the saeers which are often 
leveled by shrewd men cf the world a: 
this sort of “revival religion.” Sse to i: 
that you give no occasion for such sneers 
See to it that Jesus is not betrayed before 
his enemies by your inconsistency. ‘Th: 
best thing vou can do for your Saviu 
and your Master is to live an honest, 
truthful, pure, and godly life. Others are 
watching you. Then watch over yourself, 

In putting on your armor, don’t forget 
that the sword of the Spirit is the word 
of God, Be not content with merely reading 
your Bible, stady it. [nstead of skimming 
over whole acres of truth, put your space 
into the most practical passages and dig 
deep. Study the twenty fifth Psalm, and 
the twelfth chapter of Romans, as wall a; 
the sublime eighth chapter. Study the 
whole epistle of James, It will teach you 
how a Christian ought to behave befure 
the world. As you get on further you 
msy strike your hoo and your mattock 
down into the rich ore beds of the boc k of 
John. Saturate your heart with G.dd’s 
word, 

As for your field of Christian work, you 
ought not to have mech trouble abou 
that. Follow God’s leadings and go into 
the first field of labor which he opens to 
you Da not seek easy pos's or thore 
which will flatter vanity. Brave Mary, 
Lyon used to teil her pupils at Mount 
Holycke to “go where no ove e! wa. 
willing to go.” Threescore of her eraa- 
uates became missionaries for Christ Jesus. 
As soon a8 yu begin to think that you 
are too good for your place, then the place 
is too good for you. Do what you can do 
best. A converted inebriate in my con- 
gregation has foued his field in a praying 
band for the reformation of drunkards, 
While you are working for the Master, do 
not neglect the ianer hfe of your owa 
soul. If you do not keep the fountain 
woll filled with love of Jesus, the stream 
of your activities will run dry as soon as 
the novelty is over. 

Your daily battle will be with tls sins 
that most easily beset you. The serpent 
often scotched is not killed. Paul him- 
self had to give his carnal appetites the 
* black eye” pretty often. You will never 
get your discharge from this war with ibe 
old Adam until you enter heaven. The 
moment you fall asleep the Pailix‘iues 
will beupon you, Ohalleege every tempter 
that approaches you. The dangerous devil 
is the one that wears the white robe and 
cozans you with a smooth tongue. 

Finally, strive to be a Christian man 
everywhere. Carry the savor of your 
communion with Corist wherever you go. 
Jacob brought into his old blind father’s 
presence such an odor of the barley-ground 
and the vineyard that he had “ the smell 
of a field which the Lord had blessed.” 
Every place you enter ought to be the 





better for your preseuce. Never disap-i 


point the expectation of your Master. He 
is the best master inthe universe. Haviug 
put on the uniform of bis glorious service, 
wear it until you are laid in your coffin, 
Oarry his banner up to the heavealy gate. 
When Death calls your name on the roll, 
be ready to answer, ‘‘ Here.” 
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“Amer. School Inst.” is a reliable Educa- 
tional Agency, of 20 years successful experience in 
representing Teachers of known ability to Families 
and Schools of every grade. Bulletin of Candi- 
dates for Autumn on now in preparation. 
Explanatory Circulars for stamp. 

J. W. SCHERMERHORN, A.M., Actuary, 
14 BOND STREET, New York. 


“BRADFORD ACADEMY 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 





Year commences A 29. For circulars or ad- 
mission ap ly to M ANNIE E. JOHNSON, 
May 15, ny ; Bradford, Mass. 





w" CHESTNUT STREET INST! 
ie. 4035 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 

This Board and Day School is delightfully 
eitaated in West Philadelphia, and combines advan- 
te, of both city and country. For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs.J.A. BOGARDUS 








MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


IMMENSE SUCCESS ! 


5000 copies sold of FLAGS OF ALL WA- 
TIONS GRAND MARCH. —— 50 cents for 
a copy of the Beautiful March. e Illustrated 
Title-page represents the Viege of 36 nations. 
Address, W. H. BON & CO., 





1102 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 
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$5000, 


—IN COLD— 
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RICHARD WAGNER’S 


ent CENTENNIAL MARCH 


Now Arranged for Piano by 


THEODORE THOMAS, 


(Played by his Orchestra nightly), 
And Published by 


JOHN CHURCH&CO,, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 


@rice @1, on rec 





eipt of whioh it will be sent by mail. 


MUSIC! 


For Little Children. 


We have just issued a book of new songs for infant 
classes. It is named 


aUNGo==+WEE ONES 


The songs are written in one and two parts, and 
nearly every one is illustrated with a beautiful pic 
ture. It is very attractive, and the little folks 
will go into extacies over it. Sample copies in 
paper covers mailed for 26 cents; $8.00 per dozen 
(in board covers) by express; $25.00 per hundred. 

FILLMORE BROS., Publishers; 
U> Specimen pages free.} CINCINNATI, © 


For Sunday Schools. 
BRIGHTEST AND BEST: 


Entirely new and beautifui Songs, by 
Lowry and Doan. 


RovAL DIADEM : 


== 
Pure, sterling Melodies, by same authors, 























Pe RE GOLD: 
This worg has a world wide 


reputation ; Over 1,000,000 copies sold. 
Price for any of the above books, in board covers, 
@30 per 100; by mail, 35 cts. 


Book OF PRAISE: 

=== i _ A compilation 
from the best Songs now in use ; 224 pages. 
Price, $40 per 100; by mail, 50 cts. 


Gongs FOR LITTLE FOLKS 


Contains beautiful Songs for Little 
Children, for use in Primary Classes, 
athome. Price, in Board Covers: 


$30 per 100 copies; by mail, 35 cents. 


ge” For Sale by Booksellers and Music Dealers. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 
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76 East Ninth Street, New York, 
91 Washington Street, Chicago. 
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EVANGEL HYMNS, 
Camp Ed 

Geibel 
companion to “ Hold the Fort.” Best and cheapest 
collection ever published Send 10cts. fors 
copy, to 8.C. UpHam, 25 South 
Pa. Sold by all Booksellers and Music Dealers. 


For Church Choirs, Sun- 

orga. Praise and 
‘amp Meetings. ited'by 5 C, Upham and Adam 
This edition contains “ Stand your ground,” 
rimen 
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GREAT EXPOSITION, 


Get a Yearly Accident Policy in the 


RAVE LER 


Life and Accident 


INSURANCE (C0, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


Any authorized mt will write one at short no- 
1 risks of accident, whether of 


VISITORS 


for employments not specially hazardous, 

For $50 a year, a merchant, banker, editor, pro- 
fessional man, or gentleman can buy a $10,000 
Potiey, inure the full sum in case of death by 

a week if totally disabled. Clerks, 


wards, according to their ability, at the same low 
rate. 


Traveling Agents, Builders, Printers, Shoemakers, 
Machinists, etc., $7.50 per 84,000. 

Blacksmiths, Masons, + + mame Policemen, 
Farmers, etc., @10 per $1,000, 

Best Life Insurance, with ample security, at 
Low Cash Rates. All Policies non-forfeitable. 





CASH ASSETS, - $3,750,000. 
CASH SURPLUS, $1,300,000. 
LOSSES PAID, - $3,000,000. 


JAS. G. BATTERSON, President. 
RODNEY DENNIS, Secretary. 
Wm. W. Allen, Gen’l Agent and Attorney, 
112 South Fourth 8t., Philadelphia. 
Ss. G. Wright, Special Agent, 
N. E. Cor. Third and Chestnut Sts. 
Agents Everywhere. 





FUN! HA! HA! HAY? 

“Gents: Received your Toy 
WRESTLERS and had fun enough 
to doubly pay me. I want you to 
send me two more and two of 
your Dancing Skeletons. En- 
closed find pay for them.”—Gee, 
W. Payton, Providence, R. I. 

We are in daily receipt of such 
letters as above. The ers 
are the greatest “fun provokers” 
out. Sent by mail on receipt of 
25 cts. RICHARDS MANF’G CO., 

98 Ashiand Block. Chicago. 
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Price, $6 to $35. 
BEST IN THE WORLD 
For Business Men 
and Young ters. 
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Price List, entitled, “ 
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and Printing Material, 434 & 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior oe of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS. 
&@- lllustrated Catalogues sent free. 


HW. DIXON, 218. Eighth St., Phila. 

Manufacturer of Umbrellas, and Head- 

quarters for Novelties, Fans, Combs, Jet 

and Fancy Jewelry, Leather, Toilet, and 
Ornamental Goods, at low prices. Look for name 
and number. 


WATERS PIANOS, cco ventany 
ARE THE BEST MADE;the Tone, Touch, 
Werkmapnship, ond Durability Unsurpassed. 


WATERS’ ORC ANS,Concerto, 
NEW ORCHESTRAL, VESPER, CHAPEL, Vi- 
ALESTE, and CYMBELLA, cannot le excelled 
in tome or beauty. The CONCERTO STOPisa 
fine PMIITATION of he HUMAN VOLCE. War- 
ranted or SIX YEARS. 

PRICES EXTREMELY LOW for cash dure 
ine this Month. lonthly Lostallments received. 

A Liberal Discount to teachers, 'M nisters, Churche 
es, Schuols, Lodges, etc. AGENTS WANTED. 

Special inducewents to the trade. Iiustrated 











Catalogue Sent. HORACE WATERS & SONS. 
481 Breudway, New York. Bex, 3567. 
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CONFECTIONERY. 


CROFT’S 
COLT'S-FOOT ROCK-CANDY, 


CELEBRATED FO 


COUGHS and COLDS. 


CROFT, WILBUR & CO., 
Manufacturers of Confections and Chocolates, 
1226 MARKET STREE eT, PHILA. 





AGENTS WANTED. 


Men are earning $40 to $120 per week, selling 


Our COUNTRY 


AND ITS RESOURCES. 

Complete in the thrilling history of 100 ‘eventful 
years, also of the great ‘‘ Mahibition,”” nd in 
description of our mighty resources in culture, 
commerce, minerals, manufactures, natural won- 
ders, curiosities, etc., all richly illustrated. A “Cen- 
tury” Map and * ‘Bird’ s- ye View” free. fells 
marvellously tast. 1,000 more agents wanted quick- 
ly for ths and our standard ‘Z4fe of LAving- 
stone,” 60,000 already sold, also new Bible, aT 
illust, Has no equal, For extra terms write 

HUBBARD BROS., Publishers, "Philadelphia. 





“CEMENMAL BOARDING, 
HE FRANKLIN HOTEL, 


Poplar Street, bet. 40th and 4Iist Sts., Philad’a. 


Close to the Main Exhibition Py omg Conducted on the European plan. Rooms comfortable; bill of 


Especially adapted to families. Single lodg- 
ing 50 cents; rooms with double bed, from $1.50 to $2.50 per day. Persons desiring to engage rooms can 


fare excellent. No liquor of any kind sold on the premises, 


now do so. Address, A. J. WEIDENER & CO. 


PE CONTINENTAL HOTEL, | 


J. E. Kingsley & Co. 
Chestnut Street, corner Nin th, 





THE TRANS-CONTINENTAL HOTEL, 


At Fairmount Park, 


Immediately opposite the Main Exhibition Building. A substantial Brick Structure, Five 


Stories in height, with an Elevator and all Modern Improvements, is also 


UNDER THE SAME MANAGEMENT AS THE CONTINENTAL. 


Philadelphia. 





THE BEST YET for AGENT SALES is 


OUR BRWAV 10k py og oe I gee 


and Drees of the best 
American Society, by 
Mrs E.B Duff y. Wil sell at sight in every bou:e. 
Is indispeusaple to all who desire to get shead in 
the world. Written with great ability. 
and bound sp endidly. Price low. Only book on 
this subject sold by agents, and will sell better than 
any other in the market. ‘Circulars and terms sent 
on immediate application to publishers 
J. M. STODDART & co., » 728 hestnut St., Philad’a. 





AGENTS FIND THAT THE FULL HISTORY or THE 
Wonder! MOODY & SANKEY 
in Great Britain and ane | is a success every- 
where, All want it—rich or From 5 to 20 boo. 
a day’s work It is the on y counplete work ¥ 4 
lished, containing Mr. Moody” 8 Sermons and Pra; wer 
Meeling Talks, Saukey’s wy and everythin 
of interest. Has 64 veges, at steel portrait, and 1 
engravings. Price, $2. A , H. 8. GOODSPEED 
t G0. 14 Barclay Street, New York. 


TEMPLE HARP. 


A new music book in Aikin’s Sevep-ceanee 





in the most ae of Music PS 
discovered. All con can (—~* qin one-fourth 
Chol “Sing th any ae = ~ a to 
oirs, n 
g-sch w ecaeh os wae pages 


we BILLER’ BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
Nos. 1102 and 1104 Sansom oe] Philada. 





THE BEST YET. 


Our POPULAR FAMILY BIBLE witb 
Illastrated Dictionary, Concordance, 
and other valuable extra matter. Splemdid I1- 
lustrations and Fugravinges. Elegant 
Bindings. Extraordinary inducements to good 
AGENT Special prot-ction im terri- 
» tory guarant 


MILLER'S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


Nos. 1102 and 1104 Sansom st., Phitada 


CRYSTAL GEMS. 


A new Sabbath-school Music Book in Aikin’s 
Seven-Character Notes, and upon a system 
particularly adapted to the young learner. This book 
contains rare selections of new and beautiful tunes. 
Specimen copies mailed on receipt of 35 cents. 


MILLER’S BIBLE Ane PUBLISHING ROUSE, 
04 San 


Nos. 1102 and som St., Philada. 


VOICE OF GOD. 


By REV. ALFRED NEVIN 

A new and va:aabl- Book of * re 
interest. containing all the Mi+etoric and 
Legendary 1} ore of the em we with accounts 
of its Patriarchs, Proph eee. Priests, 
Kings, and Heroes, 80v al Octavo 
pages, with pumerons hae some En- 
gravings. AGENTS WANT.&.bD. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


Nos, 1102 and 1104 Sansom St., Philada. 








Pleasant and Profitable Employment. 
“ Beautiful!” “ Charming!” “Oh, how lovely!” 
“What are they worth,” etc. Such are th 
mations of those who see the large, el 
ehromos produced by ee European and 
Geom ts equizen to talking te tell’ the pletares, 
them, no ng pi 
Chey i for themselves. vassers, 
ies and gentlemen ‘oat of employmen' 
find this the best o ever 0} to make 
money. For full culars, noe stam for A 
dential circular. Address, F. GLEA 
788 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


TH ONL 


world. Don't be id 


” 





Our new method of in- 
Gur pretniusne boat the 
beat the 


Sireot, “Boston, ‘denn 


AGENTS WANTED for the New Historical Work, OUR 


WESTERN BORDER K. 


A Complete and Graphic History of American 
oOo YE 
conflicts of Red and W AS. a “Er xeiting 
»a, Captivities, rorays, Scouts, Pioneer women and 
Indian war-paths, Camp life, and Sports.—A book for 
Old ann, Young. Not oe aail page. No co’ mpetition Enormous 
sales, Agenfs meant oeryichere. Dustrated circulars free, 


d.6. McCURDY ~{ CO. "268. Seventh St., Philadelphia, Pa.; 





ARS 
Its thrilling 
Adventar 
boys 


$12 tans ‘aday at home. Agents Wanted. Oust and 
free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Me. 


$5 to $20 Reyne Sees no 











AGENTS’ GUIDE °™.Tzs!32,3<% 





Centennial Exercise. 





Hrery Sunday-school ought 
this year to observe a Centen- 
rial Sunday. The service for 
this occastore appears tin The 
Sunday School Times of June 
ae. Lt comprises approprt- 
ate ible selections, hymns 
and music, both original and 
selected, a message from the 
President of the United States, 
a greeting from Sir Charles 
Reed, of Great Britain; and 
arm address from Gen. Joseph 
FR. Hawley. 





EXTRA COPIES of this number can be obtained at 


the rate of Five Cents a copy. 
Address JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 


610 Chestnut Street, 1 











INSURANCE. | 





for 10 cts. and stam 
and list of all styles with order, or 
and te les for 3 cts. 

inter Street, Boston, Mass. 


1835. 1876 \ 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 





SWOPE, GuoxwoN = BrRO., 

OF PHILADELPHIA. . . ried =< 

Go =<2= 

INCORPORATED 1825. we on Son 

Capital, $400,000,00, - + Assets, $1,559,858.76 = sS= => 
—_ & aa) 

JOHN DEVEREUX, President. =a = Sos 

WM. @. CROWELL, Secretary. = yY = 





New TURKISH, BATHS, 1018 Chestnut st 


1 and 753 South THIRD STRERT, Philad 
Also ‘DEPOT FOR FLAGS OF ALL NATIONS. 


THE BIBLE ILLUMINATED! 
AGENTS! 


which we want 
tion, sent free. 





ESTABLISHED 1853. 
Of the latest and most beautiful"designs, and al) 


ether Gnip rem om Send ox mete to order. and make mone a int 
tory and 1210 RIDGE AVENUE. AMERICAN PU LISHING COMP ry ANY. Hartford’ 
WiLnon LER Philadelphia. | Ct., Cincinnati, O., or Chicago, Ill. 


mts. Circulars with full descrip- 








CAN’T BE BEAT. 20 handsome Address 
Cards, no two alike, your name on them all 
stamp. A large spicy paper 


G. B Uliman Reo., : 





CENTENevAL, JUVENILE c ARRIAGE WORKS 


We have in press, two most RARE 
AND VALUABLE BELIGIOUS WORKS, for 


‘ew such chances offer to do ocd 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





A TIMELY and IMPO 
A BOOK FOR TH 
Will be ready June 20, 1876. 


“The Corrency Conflict.” 


The mee yew of Resumption of Specie Payments 
Staied and Examined. With copivus Historical 
Illustrations, and an Exhaustive Account of 
Suspension and Tt oe a 2 Zee Bank of 
Englaud, 1797-1821. huckers, for 
some time Confidential’ Clerk to Secretary and 
Chief Justice Chase. 270 pp, price, $1 25. 

This little volume is a timely and important con- 
tribution to the literature of the currency question, 
which ought to be in the hands of every citizen. 
tt exnibits the ayes & pa oy in resumption. 
and shows the ruin and @ which must attend 
upon their application in the existing circum- 
stances of America. Its historical illustrations are 
of extreme interest, and are drawn f:om authentic 
sources ; fcom the writin pomene others, of Lord 
Overstone, Sir James G am, Jean Baptiste Say, 

Brougham and = Thomas Chalmers. 
Send for it and read i 
JOHN CAMPBELL, & SON, PUBLISHERs, 
40 sansom Street, Philadelphia. 


NT VOLUME! 
PEOPLE! 








BARGAINS 1N 


WRITING PAPER, 


By the Quire, wagnnge, or Ream, 


LOTHROP’S NEW BOOKSTORE, 
32 Franklin Street. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Aspecialty. A complete assortment of Choice Books 
A NEW STORE 
with 
INCREASED FACILITIES. 
Messrs. D. Lothrop & Co. 
cordially “—- all interested to VISIT 
HEM at their 


New tenia & Bible Warehouse, 


Cor. of FRANKLIN and HAWLEY Streets. 
Entrance 32 Franklin St. 
Orders by mail solicited. All orders will be 


promot and carefully filled Books sent for se- 
ection when desired. Catalogues free. 





WIDE-AWAKE 
For June Now Ready! 


Only 20 cts.—$2 a year. “ hag brightest and most 
popular Juvenile M ne 
D. LOTHROP & CO., Boston, 





ENTENNIAL BOOKS PUBLISHED Bp» 
A. S. BARNES & CO. 


Barnes Centenary History. 


Superbly Illustrated. One vol., octavo, $6.00. 


Il. 
“Principles and Acts” 
of the American Revolution. By H. Niles (of Niles’ 
Register). $8.00. 


4KK. 
Lives of the Signers 


of the Declaration of Indepexdence. $1.50, 


Iv. 
Democracy in America. 
By Alexis de Tocqueville. One vol., 8yo. 


ag AGENTS WANTED to sell the above. 
Ill and 113 William St., New York. 


"| DON'T WORK ON SUNDAY,” 


New 18mo. Tract, No. 174. 
PRESBY?ERIAN BOARD, 
and ail time. 


$8.00. 











Just issued by the 
Suitable for the times, 
Sent vy mail at 82,00 per tue. 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Superintendent. 
1334 Chestnut St., Philad’a. 





Just Published and for sale aor the 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION: 


Ta GcHOLARS’ AND-BOOK, Part V1, 


ON THE 


International Lessons 


FROM JULY TO DECEMBER, 1876. 
By the REV. EDWIN W RICE. 


A COMPLETE SCHOLAR’s COMMENTARY AND A 
VALUABLE HELP FOR THE TEACHER. It contairs the 
Bible Text in parayraphs, the Golden Text. Central 
| Truth and a: Scripture Rexdings; a conn. cted 
| Histury embracing events omitted in the text: 
| sketches of Places. Persons and Customs: brief 
| Fxplanations Soqgestions and Questions; Lllustra- 
tious, Pictures. 

Cnarts for Reviews. 
Price, 10 cents each: 100 copies, $8.00. 

A. KIRKPATBICK, 1122 Chestnut Street, Philad’a. 

G. 8. SCOFIELD, 8 and 10 Bible Hw use, New York. 

J. A CROWLEY 40 Winter Street, Boston. 

W. R. Port, 98 Dearbo:n Street, Chicago 

8. PaXSson, 207 N. Gisth Street, &. Louis. 





aps, Blackboard Outlines and 


‘HOW TO SELECT 8, S. LIBRARIES. 


Send for our SELECT CATALOGUE OF STANDARD 8. 
8. Books, comp led from the Lists of ali the promi- 
nent Publishers, and giving valuab e 2 enrenae. 
Just published and seut free to an 

T. Y¥. CROWELL, 744 pd hy 





